
When 
Things 

Go 
wrong



What do 
you do 
when 

things go 
wrong?



Deuteronomy 32:9-14 
(ESV) But the LORD’s 
portion is his people, 

Jacob his allotted 
heritage. “He found him 
in a desert land, and in 
the howling waste of the 
wilderness; he encircled 

him, he cared for him, he 
kept him as the apple of 

his eye. 



Like an eagle that 
stirs up its nest, that 
flutters over its young, 
spreading out its wings, 
catching them, bearing 
them on its pinions, the 
LORD alone guided him, 
no foreign god was with 

him. 



He made him ride on the 
high places of the land, and 
he ate the produce of the 

field, and he suckled him with 
honey out of the rock, and oil 
out of the flinty rock. Curds 

from the herd, and milk from 
the flock, with fat of lambs, 
rams of Bashan and goats, 
with the very finest of the 
wheat— and you drank 

foaming wine made from the 
blood of the grape. 



What do 
you do 
when 

things go 
wrong?



1. Recognize
God's 

Dealings



1. Recognize
God's 

Dealings

Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters over its 
young, spreading out its wings, catching them, bearing them on its 
pinions, the LORD alone guided him, no foreign god was with him.



God does 
rock our 

boat 
sometimes. 



He pushes 
us out of 

our 
comfort 

zone. 



“Divine 
disturbance” 



Some things 
we think the 
devil is doing 

to us, the 
Lord may 

be doing to 
us. 



Why the 
Nest Needs 

to be 
Stirred?



a. To Know 
More than 

Just the 
Nest



b. To Cure 
the Fear of 

Change



Why 
people are 
afraid of 
change?



- Loss of 
control

- Uncertainty
- Concerns 

about 
competence

- More work 



c. To 
Discover 

the Wings 
of Faith



George Truett: 

" You were made 
to fly.  And, the very 

meaning of every 
event, every task, 
every experience, 
every cloud, and 

every struggle is to 
teach you to fly; 
so, God has to 
bring trouble."



"Lord, if I'm 
building a 

nest, put a 
thorn in it."



The Amoeba dies 
under ideal conditions. 



2. Respond
to God's 
Dealings



Job 42:1-6 (ESV) Then Job 
answered the LORD and 
said: “I know that you can 
do all things, and that no 
purpose of yours can 

be thwarted. ‘Who is this 
that hides counsel without 

knowledge?’ Therefore I 
have uttered what I did not 

understand, things too 
wonderful for me, which 

I did not know. 



‘Hear, and I will speak; I 
will question you, and 
you make it known to 
me.’ I had heard of you 
by the hearing of the 

ear, but now my eye sees 
you; therefore I despise 
myself, and repent in 

dust and ashes.”



a. Believe with 
all your heart 

in the absolute 
sovereignty of 

God.



b. Believe with 
all your heart 

that everything 
God does is 

right and good. 



George Mueller
“I miss her in 

numberless ways, and 
shall miss her yet more 
and more. But as a child 
of God, and as a servant 
of the Lord Jesus, I bow, I 
am satisfied with the will 
of my Heavenly Father, I 

seek by perfect 
submission to His holy 
will to glorify Him, I kiss 
continually the hand that 
has thus afflicted me.”



3. Rejoice
in God's 
Dealings



Deuteronomy 
32 is in actual 
fact a hymn 
of praise to 

God. 



He made him ride on the 
high places of the land, 
and he ate the produce 

of the field, and he 
suckled him with honey 
out of the rock, and oil 
out of the flinty rock. 

Curds from the herd, and 
milk from the flock, with 

fat of lambs, rams of 
Bashan and goats, with 
the very finest of the 

wheat— and you drank 
foaming wine made from 
the blood of the grape



Why should 
we rejoice
in divine 

disturbance? 



We rejoice 
because 

through His 
dealings, God 

is revealing His 
faithfulness 

and drawing us 
closer to Him.



Exodus 19:4 (ESV) 
You yourselves have 

seen what I did to the 
Egyptians, and how I 

bore you on eagles’ 
wings and brought 

you to myself. 



Colonel F. J. Miles: 
"Here is a revelation 
of God, who bears 

you up. For, when these 
little eaglets assay to fly 
and fail, and the bottom 

seems to fall out of 
everything, and they drop 
down, down, down, then, 
swifter than the little 

eaglet's fall is the sweep 
and swoop of the parent 

bird. 



She, diving beneath, 
catches the eaglet on 
her broad back, and, 

burying it beneath her 
pinions, carries it to 

the safety and shelter 
of the ledge. And so, 
the game goes on 

until the eaglet learns 
to fly.



Never, never, once in 
the whole world's 

story, has it ever been 
placed on record that 

a little eaglet, in 
learning to fly, has 
been permitted to 

fall to it's destruction 
by the parent bird. 
Never, never, never. As 

the eagle, so the 
Lord."



Romans 8:28 (ESV) And 
we know that for those 

who love God all things 
work together for 

good, for those who are 
called according to his 

purpose.



THE PUSH CLIP



What do you do when 
things go wrong?

Recognize God’s 
dealings.

Respond to God’s 
dealings.

Rejoice in God’s 
dealings.





`As I sang the song, 
it wasn’t a song; it 

was a cry; a scream; 
a prayer… I found 

an amazing 
comfort and 
peace that 

surpasses all 
understanding.’

Steven Curtis Chapman


