


The 
importance

of faith 
cannot be 

over-
emphasized.



Faith is the 
identifying 
mark of a 
Christian. 

Christians were called believers before they 
were called Christians.



To exercise 
faith is our 
chief duty.

John 6:29 (NASB) Jesus answered and said to them, "This is 
the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”



The 
Christian 

life is to be 
lived by 

faith.
Four times the Bible declares this: Habakkuk 2:4, Romans 
1:17, Galatians 3:11, Hebrews 10:38 all say, "The just shall 

live by faith.”



Our 
experience of 
the Christian 

life is 
determined

by faith.

Matthew 9:29 (NASB) Then He touched their eyes, saying, "It 
shall be done to you according to your faith." 



Faith 
greatly 
pleases 
God.

Hebrews 11:6 (NA SB) And without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He 

is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.



Faith 
enables us 

to 
overcome 
the world.

1 John 5:4 (NASB) For whatever is born of God overcomes 
the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the 

world—our faith. 



What can 
we 

understand 
about faith?



What can we 
learn about 
biblical faith 
from one of 

the 
patriarchs, 
Abraham?



Romans 4:11 (NASB) 
and (Abraham) 

received the sign of 
circumcision, a seal of 
the righteousness of 
the faith which he 

had while 
uncircumcised, so that 
he might be the father 

of all who believe 
without being 

circumcised, that 
righteousness might 
be credited to them,





What can we 
learn about 
biblical faith 

from 
Abraham?



1.FAITH IS 
ROOTED IN 

REVELATION

Genesis 12:1 (NASB) Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go 
forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your 

father's house, To the land which I will show you; 



Faith is not 
rooted in 

human will.



Genesis 11:4 (NASB) 
They said, "Come, 

let us build for 
ourselves a city, and 
a tower whose top 

will reach into 
heaven, and let us 

make for ourselves a 
name, otherwise we 

will be scattered 
abroad over the face 
of the whole earth." 



Genesis 12:1-3 (NASB) 
Now the LORD said to 

Abram, "Go forth from your 
country, And from your 
relatives And from your 

father's house, To the land 
which I will show you;  And I 
will make you a great nation, 

And I will bless you, And 
make your name great; And 

so you shall be a blessing; 
And I will bless those who 
bless you, And the one who 
curses you I will curse. And 
in you all the families of the 

earth will be blessed." 



Faith must 
begin with 
God's "I 

wills" not 
with man's 

"let us."



Faith is not 
rooted in 
human 
worth.

Abraham’s father was a pagan idolator from the Ur of 
Chaldees.



Faith is not 
rooted in 
human 

wisdom.

Hebrews 11:8 (NASB) By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by 
going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he 

went out, not knowing where he was going. 



Faith is 
rooted in 

God’s 
revelation.



According to Walsch, this is what 
God spoke to him: 

“Listen to your feelings. Listen 
to your Highest Thoughts. 
Listen to your experience. 

Whenever any one of these 
differ from what you've been 
told by your teachers, or read 

in your books, forget the 
words.”



Requote:
“Listen to your feelings. Listen 

to your Highest Thoughts. 
Listen to your experience. 

Whenever any one of these 
differ from what you’ve learned 
from God’s Word, forget your 

feelings; forget your 
Highest Thoughts; forget 

your experience.”



2. FAITH 
BLESSES 

US TO BE A 
BLESSING

Genesis 12:2 (NASB) And I will make you a great nation, And I will 
bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a 

blessing; 



Abraham was a 
blessing to his 

family, nation, to the 
world and to us. Out 

of Abraham came 
the Jewish nation, 
the prophets, the 

Bible, and the Lord 
Jesus.



We are 
meant to 
be rivers 
of revival 

not 
reservoirs 

of 
blessings.



Amy Laura Hall, Assistant professor of 
theological ethics at Duke Divinity 

School, 

“To say grace, to say a word of 
thanks as we begin each meal 

at home or in public, may 
possibly remind us that real 

people have given us the gift of 
their labor, and that a creator 
holds us responsible for one 
another… This Thanksgiving, 
may our busy, supposedly 

burdened lives be interrupted 
by the reminder that we are, 
after all, relatively blessed 
and deeply responsible."



Proverbs 24:30-34 (NASB) 
I passed by the field of the 

sluggard and by the 
vineyard of the man lacking 

sense,  and behold, it was 
completely overgrown with 

thistles; its surface was 
covered with nettles, And its 
stone wall was broken down. 
When I saw, I reflected upon 

it; I looked, and received 
instruction.  “A little sleep, a 
little slumber, A little folding 
of the hands to rest," Then 
your poverty will come as a 

robber And your want like an 
armed man. 



Everyone has a 
field; everyone 
has a vineyard. 
What are we 

doing about it?



3. FAITH 
CAN 

FALTER

Even Abraham had a faith failure.



What 
caused 

Abraham’s 
faith to 
falter?



Misplaced 
confidence

Genesis 12:10 (NASB) Now there was a famine in the land; so Abram 
went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the 

land. 



We do not trust God 
enough.

We trust God to save us, 
but we don't trust God 

to to keep us.
We trust God for 

spiritual things, but we 
don't trust Him for 

material things.
We trust God for all 

eternity and don't seem 
to be able to trust Him 

for next week.



Tiger Woods

"My father was a 
Christian - of 

course Christianity 
was part of my life. 
But my mother is 

Asian, and 
Buddhism was also 

part of my 
childhood. So I 

practice both faiths 
respectfully.''



Isaiah 31:1 (NASB) 
Woe to those who 
go down to Egypt 
for help and rely on 
horses, and trust in 

chariots because they 
are many and in 

horsemen because 
they are very strong, 
but they do not look 
to the Holy One of 
Israel, nor seek the 

LORD! 



"The man 
who tries to 

walk two 
roads will 
split his 
pants."



Inappropriate 
compromise



Genesis 12:11-13 (NASB) It 
came about when he came 

near to Egypt, that he said to 
Sarai his wife, "See now, I know 
that you are a beautiful woman; 

and when the Egyptians see 
you, they will say, 'This is his 

wife'; and they will kill me, but 
they will let you live. "Please 
say that you are my sister
so that it may go well with me 
because of you, and that I may 

live on account of you." 



Compromise is 
the art of 

giving your 
opponent that 
which he is not 

powerful 
enough to 

take.

*The nail in the house story



West Point Cadets Prayer
"Make us choose the harder 

right instead of the easier 
wrong, and never to be 

contented with half truth when 
whole truth can be won. Endow 
us with courage that is born of 
loyalty to all that is noble and 

worthy, that scorns to 
compromise with vice & 

injustice and knows no fear 
when right and truth are in 

jeopardy."



4. FAITH 
CAN BE 

RESTORED

Genesis 13:1-4 (NASB) So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, he 
and his wife and all that belonged to him, and Lot with him. Now Abram was very 
rich in livestock, in silver and in gold. He went on his journeys from the Negev as 
far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, 

between Bethel and Ai, to the place of the altar which he had made there 
formerly; and there Abram called on the name of the LORD. 



How is 
faith 

restored?



Repentance

So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev



REPENTANCE

NT idea:
`a change of 

mind’

OT idea: 
‘to return’





It is bad 
enough to go 

the wrong 
way; it is 
probably 

worse to not 
change 

direction.



Remembrance

He went on his journeys from the Negev as far as Bethel, to the 
place where his tent had been at the beginning… to the place of the 

altar which he had made there formerly; and there Abram called on 
the name of the LORD. 



You will 
find God 

right where 
you lost 

Him.



Restoration

Genesis 13:14-15 (NASB) The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, 
"Now lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and 

southward and eastward and westward; for all the land which you see, I will give 
it to you and to your descendants forever.”



Repentance is 
not a fatal day 
when tears are 

shed, but a natal 
day when, as a 

result of tears, a 
new life begins.



When 
Abraham is 

remembered 
in the New 

Testament, it 
is his faith not 
his failure that 

is recorded.





“If you return to the LORD, your relatives and children will 
receive compassion from those who took them away captive, 

and they'll return to this land, because the LORD is both 
gracious and compassionate - He will not turn away from 

you if you return to him."
2 Chronicles 30:9



Hebrews 4:16
“Therefore let us draw near with confidence to 

the throne of grace, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”


