


Be afraid,
the world 

says. 
Be very 
afraid.



The 20th century:
the Age of Unbelief, 

the Age of Depravity. 

The 21st century: 
the Age of Fear. 



Peladophobia: fear of baldness and bald people 
Chaetophobia: fear of hairy people. 
Levophobia: fear of objects on the left side of the body.
Dextrophobia: fear of objects on the right side of the body.
Thalassophobia: fear of being seated. 
Stabisbasiphobia: fear of standing and walking. 
And the best one of all - Phobophobia: fear of being afraid.



God 
Requires Us 

To Be 
Courageous. 

1 Corinthians 16:13 (NRSV) Keep alert, stand firm in 
your faith, be courageous, be strong. 



Numbers 13 & 14 
When they returned from 
spying out the land, at the 

end of forty days, they 
proceeded to come to 

Moses and Aaron and to all 
the congregation of the sons 
of Israel.. they told him, and 

said, "We went in to the 
land where you sent us; and 
it certainly does flow with 
milk and honey, and this is 

its fruit. Nevertheless, the 
people who live in the 

land are strong, and the 
cities are fortified and 

very large…



Then Caleb quieted the 
people before Moses 

and said, "We should 
by all means go up 
and take possession 

of it, for we will 
surely overcome it." 
But the men who had 
gone up with him said, 
"We are not able to 
go up against the 

people, for they are 
too strong for us."



Then all the congregation 
lifted up their voices and 

cried, and the people wept 
that night. All the sons of 
Israel grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron; and 
the whole congregation 

said to them, "Would that 
we had died in the land of 
Egypt! Or would that we 

had died in this 
wilderness!”



'I, the LORD, have spoken, 
surely this I will do to all 
this evil congregation 

who are gathered 
together against Me. 

In this wilderness they 
shall be destroyed, and 
there they will die.'" … 

But Joshua the son of 
Nun and Caleb the son 

of Jephunneh
remained alive out of 
those men who went to 

spy out the land.



Tertullian
“The Lord challenges us 
to suffer persecutions 

and to confess him. He 
wants those who 

belong to him to be 
brave and fearless. 
He himself shows how 
weakness of the flesh is 
overcome by courage of 

the spirit.”



Why Is 
Courage 

Required?



1. Courage 
Encourages 
Courage.

Philippians 1:12-14 (NASB) Now I want you to know, brethren, that my 
circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, so 
that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known 

throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else



1. Courage 
Encourages 
Courage.

and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my 
imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God 

without fear.





JOHN ALLEN CHAU
He was trying to bring the 

gospel to an isolated tribe of 
people on the island of North 
Sentinel located between India 

and Southeast Asia. 
A diary entry dated in early 
November 2018 chronicled 

how an island boy attempted to 
shoot him while he preached in 
his kayak during initial contact. 

The arrow hit his Bible. 
Authorities believe that the 

islanders shot and killed Chau 
during a later visit when he 

traveled to the island with the 
help of local fisherman.



“I think I could be 
more useful alive … 

but to you, God, I give 
all the glory of 

whatever happens.”



“Courage is 
contagious. 
When a brave 
man takes a 

stand, the spines 
of others are 

stiffened.” 
Billy Graham







2. Courage 
Elevates 
Christ.

Philippians 1:20 (NASB) according to my earnest expectation and hope, 
that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, 

Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether 
by life or by death.



KENNETH G. ELZINGA
Robert C. Taylor Professor of Economics 

at the University of Virginia. 
Received numerous teaching awards.
His introductory economics course 

attracts over one thousand students, 
making it the largest class offered at the 

University of Virginia. 
Also known for his mystery novels, co-
authored with William Breit (under the 

penname Marshall Jevons).



“…it is scarier for some of us to 
concede that we follow Jesus than 
telling students that, by the way, every 

summer we take a boat down the inter-
coastal waterway.”



“But I do think, particularly at the end of 
the course, if you have taught molecular 
biology well, and the students see that 
you have worked hard and care about 

them, they probably would be concerned 
if you believed you could not share 
something personal with them. I let 

students know that I am a follower 
of Jesus on the last day of a large 
introductory course that I teach. I 

have given a brief testimony to 
thousands of students.”



“The remarks have not led hundreds to 
come forward at the end of class, like a 
Billy Graham Crusade. But I have had 
people tell me they were touched 

by what I said.The most dramatic 
instance I can recall is a young woman, 
who was not then a believer but now is, 
who told me several years later that she 
was left in tears by what I said. So that’s 

the classroom. It could as well be the 
laboratory.”



Courage is not the 
absence of fear, 
but rather the 
judgment that 

something else is 
more important 
than my fears.



3. Courage 
Displays 

God's 
Supremacy.

Philippians 1:28 (NLT2) Don’t be intimidated in any way by your enemies. 
This will be a sign to them that they are going to be destroyed, but that you 

are going to be saved, even by God himself.



When asked to renounce his 
faith:

"For 86 years I have been His 
servant, and He has never 
done me wrong. How can I 

blaspheme my king who 
saved me?"



When threatened to be 
burned by fire:

"I bless thee for counting me 
worthy of this day and hour, 
that in the number of the 
martyrs I may partake of 

Christ's cup, to the 
resurrection of body and 

soul."



“We are not saved by 
being steadfast and 
firm in our faith, but 
our courage and 
hope do reveal 
that our faith is 

real.” 

The Handbook on Bible 
Application, Tyndale House 

Publishers, Inc. 



Francis Chan

“Are you 
going to be 
cowardly or 

courageous?” 



Politically Correct 
Statement:

"The pilgrims came 
here seeking freedom 
of you know what. 
When they landed, 
they gave thanks to 
you know who. 

Because of them, we 
can worship each 
Sunday, you know 

where."



“Why does God 
command us not to 

fear? I think God says, 
“fear not” so often 

because fear is the 
number one reason 
human beings are 
tempted to avoid 

doing what God asks 
them to do.”



Who do you 
resemble? 

Do you resemble 
Joshua and Caleb, 

or do you resemble 
everyone else who 

is looking at the 
problems in life? 



Joshua 14:7 
I was forty years old 

when Moses, the 
servant of the LORD, 

sent me from Kadesh-
barnea to explore the 

land of Canaan. 



Joshua 14:11-12
Today I am eighty-five 

years old. I am as strong 
now as I was when Moses 
sent me on that journey, 
and I can still travel and 
fight as well as I could 

then. So give me the hill 
country that the LORD 

promised me. You will 
remember that as scouts we 

found the descendants of Anak
living there in great, walled 

towns. But if the LORD is with 
me, I will drive them out of the 
land, just as the LORD said.” 



Are you 
allowing 

yourself  to 
become less 

courageous as 
you grow 
`older and 

wiser’?



Rodriguez-Espada 



Are you looking 
at God's calling 
for your life, or 

are you listening 
to those voices 

telling you 
cannot do 

anything great?



Corrie ten Boom 
defined faith as:
• F antastic
• A dventuring
• I n
• T rusting
• H im



God made us 
for 

exploration
and 

adventure.







When was the 
last time you did 

something 
‘absolutely 

insane’ in the 
eyes of everyone 
else, but you had 
the confidence of 
knowing that that 

was what God 
was calling you to 

do?





Courage is not 
only in the big 

accomplishments. 
It is in the small 

acts, too.





It takes courage: 
• To refrain from gossip when others about you 

delight in it. 
• To stand up for an absent person who is being 

abused. 
• To be a real man, a true woman, by holding fast 

to your Christian ideals when it causes you to 
be looked upon as strange and peculiar. 

• To refuse to do a thing which is wrong, though 
others do it. 

• To live according to you income and to deny 
yourself what you cannot afford to buy. 

• To live always according to your convictions.



The Biblical 
command “do 
not be afraid” 

more often 
than not, is 

followed by an 
action that 

God is or will 
be taking. 



“Do not be 
afraid. Stand 
firm and you 
will see the 
deliverance 

the Lord will 
bring you 

today.” 
(Exodus 
14:13)



“Do not be 
afraid of 

them; the 
Lord your 

God himself 
will fight for 

you.” 
(Deuteronomy 

3:22)



“Do not be 
afraid, little 

flock, for 
your Father 

has been 
pleased to 

give you the 
kingdom.” 

(Luke 12:32)


