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What do you 
see . . .





Time to 
Stretch



2 Thessalonians 1.3
English Standard Version

Message Translation



"We ought always to give thanks to God 
for you, brothers, as is right, because 
your faith is growing abundantly, and the 
love of every one of you for one another 
is increasing." 

-2 Thessalonians 1:3, ESV



"You need to know, friends, that thanking 
God over and over for you is not only a 
pleasure; it's a must. We have to do it. 
Your faith is growing phenomenally; your 
love for each other is developing 
wonderfully. Why, it's only right that we 
give thanks." 

-2 Thessalonians 1:3, Message



We have the 
resources to 
stretch



A great and mighty God
Jesus, his Son, our Redeemer  
Jesus lives forever in heaven
We have his Spirit
We have his Word
We have a family and leaders  



We all have 
opportunities to stretch.



Stretching
Questions



Will my understanding and experience of 
God grow or shrink in the coming year? 

Can I move from knowledge to practice, 
leaving behind selfish, imprisoning 
attitudes and discovering new freedoms 
through Christ? 



What can I do in the coming months 
that will increase my joy, not just my 
happiness? 

(There is a difference.)



Might I see my intercessory 
influence increase this year? 

How can I join others in praying for 
significant breakthroughs and 
victories for God and his Kingdom? 



Where are the new opportunities to 
influence people for God's glory? 

Can I see some overlooked people God 
wants me to love in a way that 
expresses his love? 



In what ways can I expand my love for my 
friends and family members? 

What practical things can I do, and what 
attitudes do I want to develop, that will 
make me more caring and helpful?



Could I, this year, give more to help 
people and projects that truly need it? 

Where are the opportunities to share my 
resources in new and helpful ways? 



With the flood of information and 
amusement available to me every moment, 
how can I maximize the important and 
minimize the trivial? 



If I have imprisoned myself- through an 
unforgiving attitude, jealousy, envy, regret, 
or any other imprisoning attitude-

Can I, with the help of the Spirit of Christ, 
step out of those prisons?  



If I have felt like a failure in any of these 
areas during the past year, can I receive 
forgiveness, learn from my mistakes, and 
move forward? 

Can I humbly trust in my gracious God to 
lead me to victories where once I 
experienced defeat? 




