




THE POWER OF CARING 





1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah: In the 
month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was 
in the citadel of Susa,  



2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah 
with some other men, and I questioned them 
about the Jewish remnant that survived the exile, 
and also about Jerusalem. 
3 They said to me, "Those who survived the exile 
and are back in the province are in great trouble 
and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken 
down, and its gates have been burned with fire." 



1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah: In the 
month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was 
in the citadel of Susa, 

 

A. The Background (1:1) 

Nehemiah – Nehemiah 1:11 (NIV)…I was 
cupbearer to the king. 

 



1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah: In the month 
of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the citadel 
of Susa, 
 

A. The Background (1:1) 

twentieth year  - Nehemiah 2:1 (NIV) In the month of 

Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, … 
 

Artaxerxes 1 (reign from 465 to 424 B.C.) 

The twentieth year is about 445 B.C. or about 140 

years after the fall of Jerusalem (586 B.C.) 



 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah 
with some other men, and I questioned them 

about the Jewish remnant that survived the 
exile, and also about Jerusalem. 3 They said to 
me, "Those who survived the exile and are back 

in the province are in great trouble and 

disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, 
and its gates have been burned with fire.“ 



 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah 
with some other men, and I questioned them 
about the Jewish remnant that survived the exile, 
and also about Jerusalem. 3 They said to me, 
"Those who survived the exile and are back in the 
province are in great trouble and disgrace. The 

wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its 

gates have been burned with fire.” 
 

No Gates No Walls – No Protection, No Future! 











 4 When I heard these things, I sat down and 

wept. For some days I mourned and fasted 
and prayed before the God of heaven.  
 

He was deeply grieved 
 

Psalm 137:1 (NKJV) By the rivers of Babylon, 
There we sat down, yea, we wept when we 
remembered Zion.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

• Nehemiah allowed himself to feel the 
pain 

Romans 12:15 (NIV) 15  Rejoice with those who 
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  
 

• Even though he was separated by 
Distance, Time and Comfort. 

 





Nehemiah 1:5 (NIV) Then I said: "O LORD, God 

of heaven, the great and awesome God, who 

keeps his covenant of love with those who love him 
and obey his commands, 
  

God is still in Control! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Nehemiah 1:5 (NIV) Then I said: "O LORD, God of 

heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps 

his covenant of love with those who love him and 

obey his commands, 
 
2 Timothy 2:13 (NIV) if we are faithless, he will 

remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself. 

 

 



Nehemiah 1:6-7 (NIV) 6 let your ear be attentive and 

your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is 

praying before you day and night for your servants, the 

people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, 

including myself and my father's house, have committed 

against you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward you. 

We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws 

you gave your servant Moses. 
 

Nehemiah repented! 



Nehemiah repented! 
 

2 Chronicles 7: 14 (NIV) 14  if my people, who are 

called by my name, will humble themselves and pray 

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 

then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 

and will heal their land.  



Nehemiah repented! 
 

1 John 3:22 (NIV) and receive from him anything we 

ask, because we obey his commands and do what 

pleases him. 

 



Nehemiah 1:8-9 (NIV) 8 "Remember the instruction you gave 

your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful, I will scatter 

you among the nations,  
9 but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if 

your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them 

from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a 

dwelling for my Name.‘ 
 

Request Based On God’s Promise.  



  

1 John 5:14 (NIV) This is the confidence we have 

in approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us. 

 



Nehemiah 1:8-9 (NIV) 10  "They are your servants and 

your people, whom you redeemed by your great 

strength and your mighty hand. 11  O Lord, let your ear 

be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to 

the prayer of your servants who delight in revering 

your name. Give your servant success today by 

granting him favor in the presence of this man." I was 

cupbearer to the king.  
 





The impossible task                                                           
of rebuilding the wall                                                      

in 52 days was possible                                            
because Nehemiah cares! 



Every miracle begins                        
with a problem 

 



 

The Bigger the Problem 

The Greater the Miracle 



 Nehemiah Cares Enough To Ask 

 

 Nehemiah Cares Enough To Grieve 

 

 Nehemiah Cares Enough To Fast and 
Pray 

 



What 
about us? 

 


