
The Person 
God Uses
Judges 6:1-24; 

7:1-21



What 
characterizes
a person who 
is used of 

God? 



Judges 6:11-14 (NCV) The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak tree 
at Ophrah that belonged to Joash, one of the Abiezrite people. Gideon, Joash’s son, 
was separating some wheat from the chaff in a winepress to keep the wheat from 
the Midianites. The angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon and said, “The LORD is 

with you, mighty warrior!“ 

1. Vision



Then Gideon said, “Sir, if the LORD is with us, why are we having so much trouble? Where are 
the miracles our ancestors told us he did when the LORD brought them out of Egypt? But now 
he has left us and has handed us over to the Midianites.“ The LORD turned to Gideon and 

said, “Go with your strength and save Israel from the Midianites. I am the one who is sending 
you.“ 

1. Vision



Judges 6:22 (NCV) Then Gideon understood he had been talking to 
the angel of the LORD. So Gideon cried out, “Lord GOD! I have seen 

the angel of the LORD face to face!” 

1. Vision



The person 
used by God 
has a vision 
of Almighty 

God. 



Proverbs 29:18 (AMP) Where there is no vision (no redemptive 
revelation of God), the people perish…



We need to 
have a vision 
of how big 
our God is. 



How big
is your 
God?



Hebrews 1:3 
(NCV) 

… (Jesus) holds 
everything 

together with 
his powerful 

word... 



Isaiah 40:12
Who has measured the 

oceans in the palm of his 
hand? Who has used his 
hand to measure the sky? 
Who has used a bowl to 

measure all the dust of the 
earth and scales to weigh 
the mountains and hills?





A lesson on spiritual warfare from Alexander the Great



God's Eye Is on Satan
William Gurnall

"When God says 'Stay!' 
[Satan] must stand like a 
dog by the table while the 

saints feast on God's 
comfort. He does not dare 
to snatch even a tidbit, for 
the Master's eye is always 

upon him."



The gospel message says: "You 
don't live in a mechanistic 
world ruled by necessity; you 
don't live in a random world 
ruled by chance; you live in a 
world ruled by the God of 

Exodus and Easter. He will do 
things in you that neither 
you nor your friends would 
have supposed possible.“

Eugene H. Peterson



Judges 7:1-3 (NCV) Early in the morning Jerub-Baal (also called Gideon) and all his men set up 
their camp at the spring of Harod. The Midianites were camped north of them in the valley at 

the bottom of the hill called Moreh. 

2. Valor



Then the LORD said to Gideon, “You have too many men to defeat the Midianites. I 
don’t want the Israelites to brag that they saved themselves. So now, announce to 
the people, ’Anyone who is afraid may leave Mount Gilead and go back home.’ “ So 

twenty-two thousand men returned home, but ten thousand remained. 

2. Valor



The person used 
by God is a



Why did God 
want those 
who are 

afraid to go 
home? 



Deuteronomy 20:8 
(NCV) Then the officers 
should also say, “Is 

anyone here afraid? Has 
anyone lost his 

courage? He may go 
home so that he will 
not cause others to 
lose their courage, 

too.“ 



Fear is 
infectious. 



Fear suits 
you for 

failure and 
not for 
fighting.



2 Timothy 1:7 (NCV) 
God did not give us 
a spirit that makes 
us afraid but a spirit 
of power and love 
and self-control.





Every Christian Is Called to Pursue 
Bold Leadership

Claude Alexander, bishop of The Park 
Church in Charlotte, North Carolina:
“There are questions that beg to be 
answered. There are dilemmas to be 
overcome. There are gaps to be 

filled, and the challenge is for you 
to fill them. That is the essence of 
the high call of spiritual leadership. 
There is a purpose for your being 

here…”



Every Christian Is Called to Pursue Bold 
Leadership

“…You are meant to answer something, 
solve something, provide something, lead 
something, discover something, compose 

something, write something, say something, 
translate something, interpret something, 
sing something, create something, teach 

something, preach something, bear 
something, overcome something, and in 

doing so, you improve the lives of others 
under the power of God, for the glory of 

God.”



Judges 7:4-7 (NCV) Then the LORD said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. 
Take the men down to the water, and I will test them for you there. If I say, ’This 
man will go with you, he will go. But if I say, ’That one will not go with you,’ he 

will not go.“ So Gideon led the men down to the water. 

3. Vigilant



There the LORD said to him, “Separate them into those who drink water by 
lapping it up like a dog and those who bend down to drink.“ There were three 
hundred men who used their hands to bring water to their mouths, lapping it 

as a dog does. All the rest got down on their knees to drink.

3. Vigilant



Then the LORD said to Gideon, “Using the three hundred men who lapped the 
water, I will save you and hand Midian over to you. Let all the others go 

home.“ 

3. Vigilant



Why did God 
select the 
300 who 
lapped the 
water?



Those who bent 
down to drink 
are not as 

careful as those 
who lapped the 

water.



Don't be a 
coward but 
don't be 
careless 
either. 



The person 
used by 
God is 
vigilant. 







1 Peter 5:8 (NCV) Control yourselves and be careful! The devil, 
your enemy, goes around like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to eat.



Judges 6:34 (NCV) But the Spirit of the LORD entered Gideon, 
and he blew a trumpet to call the Abiezrites to follow him.

4. Vitality



Judges 6:34 (AMP) But the Spirit of the Lord clothed Gideon with 
Himself and took possession of him, and he blew a trumpet, and [the 

clan of] Abiezer was gathered to him. 

4. Vitality



The person 
used by God 
is marked 

with spiritual 
vitality. 



When we are 
not connected to 

our Power 
Source, things 

quickly 
deteriorate.





Zechariah 4:6 (NCV) 
“This is the word of 

the LORD to 
Zerubbabel: “You will 
not succeed by your 

own strength or power, 
but by my Spirit,’ says 
the LORD All-Powerful. 



Ephesians 5:18 
(NCV) 

Do not be drunk 
with wine, which 
will ruin you, but 
be filled with the 

Spirit. 



Luke 4:1 (NCV) 
Jesus, filled with 
the Holy Spirit,

returned from the 
Jordan River. 



Acts 4:8 (NCV) 
Then Peter, filled 
with the Holy 

Spirit, said to them, 
“Rulers of the 
people and you 
older leaders…” 



Acts 13:9 (NCV) 
But Saul, who was 
also called Paul, 

was filled with the 
Holy Spirit. He 

looked straight at 
Elymas



Acts 2:4 (NCV) 
(The Early Church) 

were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and they 

began to speak 
different languages by 
the power the Holy 

Spirit was giving them. 



What are 
you waiting 

for?


