
The Message 

Of The Cross  
Luke 23:26-49  



1. The Cross Displays The 

Awfulness Of Human Sin. 
 

Luke 23:34-35 … And they divided up his clothes by 

casting lots… and the rulers even sneered at him. They 

said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the 

Christ of God, the Chosen One." 

Luke 23:36-37 The soldiers also came up and mocked 

him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, "If you are 

the king of the Jews, save yourself."    

Luke 23:39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled 

insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and 

us!" 

  



Do not be self-righteous; be 

humble. 
 

Then the thief said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me 

when You come into Your kingdom.” And Jesus said 

to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be 

with Me in Paradise.” - Luke 23: 42-43 



Epitaph on Copernicus’ tomb: 

 

“Lord, I do not ask the kindness 

Thou didst show to Peter. I do not 

dare ask the grace Thou didst 

grant to Paul; but, Lord, the 

mercy Thou didst show to the 

dying robber, that mercy show 

to me. That earnestly I pray.” 



2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his 

promise, as some understand slowness. He is 

patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, 

but everyone to come to repentance.  
 

Why did Methuselah lived to be 969 years old? 

 

“Methuselah” means “When he is gone, it will 

come.” The “it” refers to The Flood. 



2. The Cross Displays God’s 

Dreadful Judgment Against Sin. 

 
Luke 23:27-31,34 A large number of people followed 

him, including women who mourned and wailed for 

him. Jesus turned and said to them, "Daughters of 

Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves 

and for your children. For the time will come when you 

will say, 'Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that 

never bore and the breasts that never nursed!' Then 

"'they will say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" and to the 

hills, "Cover us!"' For if men do these things when the 

tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?“… It was 

now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the 

whole land until the ninth hour,  

  



Fear God. 
 

Matthew 10:28 Do not be afraid of those who kill 

the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be 

afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and 

body in hell. 

 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 Now all has been heard; here 

is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and 

keep his commandments, for this is the whole 

duty of man.  

 



When the Bible calls us to fear 

God, it is issuing a call to a fear 

born of reverence, awe, and 

adoration. 



Martin Luther: 

 

Servile fear: the kind of fear a 

prisoner has for his torturer.  

 

Filial fear: the fear of a son who loves 

his father and does not want to 

offend him out of respect.  



3. The Cross Displays 

God’s Amazing 

Love Toward 

Sinners. 
 

Luke 23:34 Jesus said, "Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they 

are doing."…   



Calvary shows how far men 

will go in sin, and how far 

God went for man’s 

salvation. 


