


4 things we 
can learn 
about God 
from the 
Christmas 

narratives…



1. GOD 
ASSURES US 
WHEN WE 
ARE AFRAID



Matthew 1:20 (NASB) But when (Joseph) had considered this, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying…



"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for 
the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”



Luke 1:30 (NASB) The angel said to (Mary), "Do not be afraid, 
Mary; for you have found favor with God.”



Luke 2:10 (NASB) But the angel said to (the shepherds), "Do not be 
afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be 
for all the people”



John 14:27 (NASB) “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; 
not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be 
troubled, nor let it be fearful.”



We have 
entered the 
new age of 
anxiety.



Do you know 
what is the 
most high-
lighted verse 
in the Bible 
according to 
Amazon?



Philippians 4:6-7 (NASB) 
Be anxious for nothing, but 
in everything by prayer 
and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known 
to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, will guard 
your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 



Do you 
know what 
worries 

Malaysians 
most?



- Corruption 

financial & 

political

- Unemployment

& quality of 

jobs

- Crime and 

violence



Do you 
know what 
Christians 

fear? 



- Shame

- Foolishness

- Opposition

- Pain & 

discomfort



Fear does 
2 things. 



Fear 
creates a 
spirit of 
slavery.

Romans 8:15 (NASB) For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to 
fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we 
cry out, "Abba! Father!"



Fear 
suppresses 
action.

Matthew 25:25 (NASB) And I was afraid, and went away and 
hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.' 



Christians 
don’t have 

to be 
afraid.



“God can secure 
us from fear, 

either by removing 
the thing feared, 
or by subduing 
the fear of the 

thing.”
William Beveridge



2 Timothy 1:7 (NASB) For God has not given us a spirit of 
timidity, but of power and love and discipline. 



Galatians 3:13 (NASB) Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 
Law, having become a curse for us, for it is written,"cursed is 
everyone who hangs on a tree"



Isaiah 54:17 (NASB) “No weapon that is formed against you will prosper; And 
every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn. This is the 
heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their vindication is from Me," 
declares the LORD.



Testimony of taking over as senior pastor





Joshua 1:9 (NCV) “Remember that I commanded you to be strong and 
brave. Don’t be afraid, because the LORD your God will be with you 
everywhere you go.” 



hic sunt dracones translated "there be 
dragons"



2. GOD 
WARNS US 
WHEN WE 
ARE IN 
DANGER



Matthew 2:12-13 (NASB) And having been warned by God in a dream 
not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by 
another way. 



Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, "Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the 
Child to destroy Him.



What are 
some of 
Jesus’ 

warnings?



Jesus warns 
us of wars, 
persecutions 
and disasters.

Matthew 24:6 (NASB) You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See 
that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not 
yet the end.



Jesus 
warns us 
of false 

teachings.

Matthew 24:11 (NASB) Many false prophets will arise and will mislead 
many. 



Jesus warns 
us of 

backsliding.

Matthew 24:12 (NASB) Because lawlessness is increased, most people's love 
will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved.



How should 
you respond
to God’s 
warnings?







Whoever hears 
God’s warnings 
are to take 

them seriously.

Ezekiel 33:4 (NASB) then he who hears the sound of the trumpet and 
does not take warning, and a sword comes and takes him away, his 
blood will be on his own head.



Whoever hears 
God’s warnings 
and responds 

shall be 
enriched.

Psalm 19:11 (NASB) Moreover, by (the law of the Lord) Your 
servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 



Whoever hears 
God’s warnings 
and takes no 
action will 
suffer loss.

Hebrews 2:1 (NASB) For this reason we must pay much closer attention 
to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. 





God’s warnings 
are to protect
you, not punish 

you.



What is God 
asking that 
you are 
avoiding? 



3. GOD 
GUIDES US 
WHEN WE 

NEED 
DIRECTION



Matthew 2:13 (NASB) Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up! Take the Child and His mother 
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search 
for the Child to destroy Him." 



Matthew 2:19-20 (NASB) But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in 
a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said, "Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go 
into the land of Israel; for those who sought the Child's life are dead."



Matthew 2:22-23 (NASB) But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of 
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Then after being warned by God in a dream, he 
left for the regions of Galilee, and came and lived in a city called Nazareth. 



The life of the believer 
is a conducted tour, 

and the skilful guide is 
the Holy Spirit. He 

knows the end of the 
journey which is in 

view, and He knows the 
best way to arrive 

there.





DTD or developmental 
topographical disorientation

- People who have this 
condition cannot form a 
mental map or image of their 
surroundings. 
- They have no internal 
compass. 
- They basically get lost every 
day in the most familiar 
surroundings. 



Isaiah 30:21 (NASB) 

Your ears will hear 
a word behind you, 
"This is the way, 
walk in it," 
whenever you turn 
to the right or to 
the left. 



5 ways God guides:

- Commanding

Scripture

- Compelling Spirit

- Counsel of the 

Saints

- Common Sense

- Circumstantial Signs



5 ways to seek God’s 

guidance:

- Get into the Word of 

God.

- Spend time in prayer.

- Seek wise counsel.

- Use your Spirit-filled 

mind.

- Be willing to obey.



Very often when 
people say they are 
having problems 
about guidance, 

what they are really 
faced with is a 
problem about 
obedience.



Testimony of present church building location





If God bolts a 
door,

don't try to 
jump in 
through a 
window!



4. GOD DOES 
THE 

MIRACULOUS
WHEN THERE 
IS A NEED 
FOR ONE. 



Luke 1:7 (NASB) But they had no child, because Elizabeth was 
barren, and they were both advanced in years. 



Luke 1:13 (NASB) But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, 
Zacharias, for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth 
will bear you a son, and you will give him the name John.”



Luke 1:30-31 (NASB) The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for 
you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.”



Luke 1:34-35 (NASB) Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The 
angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the 
Son of God.”



Luke 1:37 (NASB) "For nothing will be impossible with God."  



Have faith that 
looks beyond the

darkness of 
earth’s problems 
to the brightness 

of heaven’s 
power.



Mark 11:23 (NASB) "Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be 
taken up and cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes 
that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him.” 


