


The Gift of Life



“The thief comes only                                                    
to steal and kill and destroy;

I have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full.”

John 10:10



I. The Stealer of Life

• “The thief comes only  to steal and kill and destroy”



Thief & the Devil

“......He was a murderer from the beginning, 
not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in 

him………..
for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 

(John 8:44)



In the Garden of Eden



“Thief” in Greek is ”klepto”                 ”to steal”.

•Uncontrollable urge to get that which doesn’t 
rightfully belong to him 

•Artful in the way he steals 

•Nearly undetectable.



“To kill” in Greek is “thuo”    

• To sacrifice
• To surrender

•Or to give up something that is precious and dear                       



“To destroy” in Greek is “apollumi”

Carries the idea of something that is ruined, wasted, 
trashed, devastated, and destroyed.



Press the “STOP” button!



“Be alert and of sober mind.
Your enemy the devil prowls around

like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour.

9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith…..” 
(1 Peter 5:8-9)



II. The Source of Life

• “I have come that they may have life” 



The Word “Life” in Greek:

The life of 
the 

physical 
body 

The 
psychological 

life of the 
human soul -

the mind, 
emotion, and 

will. 

The uncreated, 
eternal life of 

God, the divine 
life uniquely 
possessed by 

God.

Bios Psuche Zoe



Man need to be made alive!

Physically alive 

Spiritual dead 



• “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23)



• “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23)



“And you were dead in your trespasses and sins ….. 
and were by nature children of wrath” 

(Ephesians 2:1)

“…….in Christ all will be made alive” (1 Corinthians 
15:22



Be Born Again (John 3)

• 3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
• 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can 

enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of 
water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but 
the Spirit gives birth to spirit.



• 14…….., so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that 
everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”

• 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe stands condemned already because they 
have not believed in the name of God’s one and only 
Son.



John the Baptist
36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life,
but whoever rejects the Son will not see life,                    

for God’s wrath remains on them.
(John 3:36)



The whole ministry of Christ was summed up                  
by the apostle John in John 1:4:

“In him was life,
and that life was 

the light of all mankind.” 



• “I am the resurrection, and the life.” 
(John 11:25)

• “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.”
(John 14:6)



Jesus came to save His people from their sins

“……you are to give him the name Jesus,
because

he will save his people from their sins.”
(Matthew 1:21)



“For the Son of Man came 
to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10)

“Lost” in Greek is “appololos”

Derived from the word “appolumi” 
Same word used for “to destroy” in John 10:10 



Come to Jesus!
“….Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts …”

(Hebrews 3:15)



“We must pay 
the most careful attention, 

therefore, to what we have heard, 
so that we do not drift away.

2 For since the message spoken
through angels was binding, 

and every violation and disobedience 
received its just punishment,

3 how shall we escape if we ignore so great a 
salvation?”
(Hebrews 2:1-3)



Is our faith in Jesus 
simply a doorway to 
salvation, or is it a 
path toward fullness 
of life?



III. The Superabundance of Life

• “I have come that they may have life, and have it to 
the full.” 

• “I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have 
it in abundance [to the full, till it overflows].”
(Amplified Bible – AMP)



• The thief came to steal and Jesus came to give.

• The thief came to kill and Jesus came to be killed.

• The thief came to destroy and Jesus came at 
Christmas to restore.

•Because of our sin, the only way for us to have an 
abundance of life was for Jesus to abandon His.



How full is your life?



God has set us for an overflowing life!

Why live life less?



The Overflowing Life
Psalm 23

David’ Theme
“The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.” (v. 1)



Two Options in Life

• If the Lord is my shepherd, then I shall not 
want;

•but if I am in want, then it is obvious that the 
Lord is not my shepherd. 



1. The Lord our Shepherd meets our needs 

“He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads 
me beside quiet waters,  3 he refreshes my soul……” 

(Psalm 23:2&3a)



2. The Lord our Shepherd gives direction in life

“He guides me along the right paths for his name’s 
sake.”

(Psalm 23: 3b)



3. The Lord our Shepherd provides protection

“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will 
fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your 

staff, they comfort me.”
(Psalm 23:4)



4. The Lord’s Blessing

“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies. You anoint my head with oil;                          

my cup overflows.”
(Psalm 23:5)



5. The Lord’ Faithfulness 

“Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the 
days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of 

the LORD forever.” 
(Psalm 23:6)



Conclusion

The Gift of Life and Life in Its Fullness

Receive it today!


