




What is 
‘finishing 

well’?



Early 
retirement?

“He who dies 
with the most 
toys wins.”?



‘Finishing well’ means 
following Christ to the 
very end of our lives 
and finishing His 
assignments for us.

“I have fought the 
good fight, I have 
finished the race, I 
have kept the faith.” –
Apostle Paul



Why we 
need to 

finish well?



1. Without a 
strong finish, the 
value of our life is 
cheapen and the 
potential of our 

influence is 
diminished.



Legacy:
How do you 
want to be 

remembered?



2. As Christians, 
we are always 
faced with the 
possibility of a 

spiritual relapse.



According to 
Professor Howard 

Hendricks of Dallas 
Theological 

Seminary, out of 
100 or so leaders 
in the Bible, two-

thirds of whom did 
not finish well.



He goes on to say 
that the majority 

of the people who 
failed to finish 

well in Scripture, 
failed in the last 

half of their lives.



KING SAUL

KING SOLOMON

JUDAS

ANANIAS & SAPPHIRA

DEMAS

HYMENAEUS & 
ALEXANDER

DIOTROPHES

UNNAMED DISCIPLES

Impulsiveness, jealousy & disobedience

Allowed “his wives to turn his heart away after other 
gods.”

Probably love of money 

Lying in attempts to gain recognition for their 
generosity while keeping some money for themselves

Love for the world

Rejecting faith and a good conscience

Like to put himself first and not teachable

For unknown reasons, ‘withdrew and were not walking 
with Jesus anymore.’

1 Samuel

1 Kings 11

Matthew 26

Acts 5

2 Timothy 4

1 Timothy 1

3 John 9

John 6:66



3. In this 
present life, we 

cannot avoid 
‘spiritual 

ambushes’, 
distractions and 

sinful 
preferences.



In his book, "The Mantle of a Mentor", Dr. Robert Clinton 
offers six factors that contribute to leadership failure. 
• they quit learning and growing. 
• they have character weakness. 
• they stop living according to their convictions. 
• they stop living for the sake of the long-term and settle 

for the short-term. 
• They forget their influence and purpose. 
• They lose their vibrant relationship with God.



How do 
we finish 

well?



1. Resist
Discouragements

Galatians 6:9 (NASB) Let us 
not lose heart in doing good, 
for in due time we will reap if 

we do not grow weary.



Tim Tebow: “I love 
the concept of 
finishing strong 

because whatever 
it is that we’re 

going for in life, 
people are going 
to get fatigued, 

tired and 
discouraged.”





18,000 applied.

Main reason: 
discouraged 
with life and 

wished to find a 
new life 

somewhere 
else.



Don’t run 
away! Run 

again!



Just because 
you miss one 
train doesn't 

mean you 
have to cancel 

the whole 
vacation.



To help fight 
discouragement 
due to personal 
failures, there is 

one thing we 
need to 

remember:
God’s Grace!



Psalm 103:10 
(NKJV) 

He has not dealt 
with us according 

to our sins, nor 
punished us 

according to our 
iniquities. 



The person who at the 
end of his life confidently 

wrote:
2 Timothy 4:7 “I have 

fought the good fight, I 
have finished the course, 

I have kept the faith”
is the same man who 

confessed earlier in his 
life:

Romans 7:19 “For the 
good that I want, I do not 
do, but I practice the very 
evil that I do not want.”



Paul finished well 
by the grace of God. 

Grace is also how 
we start the race. 

Grace is what keeps 
us in the race. 

And grace is what 
takes us to the end 

of the race.



Do you know 
what is 

probably the 
litmus test for 

our 
understanding 
of the gospel?



It is WHAT YOU 
DO WHEN YOU 

FAIL. 



Do you run from 
God, go try to clean 

yourself up a bit 
before you come 

back into the 
throne room or 
worse, you stay 

away from Him, or 
do you approach 

the throne of grace 
with confidence? 



The most 
recognizable 
hymn of all 

time is 
`Amazing 

Grace’. 



What is so 
amazing about 

grace?



Grace is 
amazing 

because God, 
in his infinite 

goodness, 
takes care of 
us when we 

can't take care 
of ourselves.



Erwin Lutzer
“There is more 
grace in God's 

heart than 
there is sin in 

your past.”



2. Renew
Ourselves 

Daily.

Psalm 63:1 (NASB) O 
God, You are my God; I 

shall seek You earnestly; 
My soul thirsts for You, 
my flesh yearns for You, 
in a dry and weary land 
where there is no water. 



Do we earnestly
seek God or do 
we just read a 
chapter of the 
Bible or say an 

obligatory 
prayer?



Why do we 
need to renew 
ourselves daily 
in the presence 

of God?



The power 
to change is 
predicated 
upon your 

relationship 
with God. 

Love makes 
change 
easier.



Spirituality is 
not about 

competency; 
it is about 
intimacy. 

Spirituality is 
not about 

perfection; it 
is about 

connection. 



God's enabling 
presence is the 

essential 
ingredient of 

successful 
completion of 
our life race.

Hebrews 11:6b 
(NASB) (God) is a 

rewarder of 
those who seek 

Him.





God's 
presence is 
the present 
we all need 
the most.



3. Remove
The Hindrances.

Hebrews 12:1 (NKJV) 
Therefore we also, since we 
are surrounded by so great 
a cloud of witnesses, let us 

lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which so easily 

ensnares us, and let us run 
with endurance the race 

that is set before us, 



ORSIPPUS



“Thousands of 
Christians are like 

water logged 
vessels, they 

cannot sink, but 
they are so 

saturated with 
inconsistencies, 
and worldliness, 
and permitted 

evil. That they can 
only be towed, 

with difficulty, in 
to the celestial 

port.”





Are we 
dragging 
baggage 

through life 
that we 

don't need? 



If we are 
going to 

finish well, 
we have to 

stay focused 
and travel 

light.





“The most 
important part of a 
story is the ending. 

No one reads a 
book to get to the 

middle.”



Resist 
discouragements.

Renew 
yourselves daily.

Remove the 
hindrances.



Watch your heart.
Keep Jesus your 
treasure.
Flee immorality.
Guard against pride.
Don’t forget you have 
an enemy.
Be prepared for 
disappointment, pain 
and failure.





"She wanted to die with her track shoes on," Boydston (her 
daughter) said. "And she did. Literally."



We need God's 
direction before we 

do anything. 
However, it takes 

our choices to 
begin; it takes our 
passion to stay on; 

it takes our integrity 
to finish it well.


