
RUN FOR THE PRIZE 



Philippians 3:12-16 (NIV)  
Not that I have already obtained all this, or have 

already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold 
of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, 
I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But 
one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 

toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to 
win the prize for which God has called me heavenward 

in Christ Jesus. All of us who are mature should take 
such a view of things. And if on some point you think 

differently, that too God will make clear to you. Only let 
us live up to what we have already attained.  



Philippians 3:8-11 (NIV)  
What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to 
the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider 
them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in 

him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--

the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I 
want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection 

and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to 

attain to the resurrection from the dead.  



1.Dissatisfaction  
(Phil. 3:12-13a) 

Not that I have already obtained all this, 
or have already been made perfect… 

I do not consider myself yet to have taken 
hold of it.  

 



1 Corinthians 10:12  

So, if you think you are standing firm, 
be careful that you don't fall! 



Revelation 3:17 (To the church in Laodicea)  

You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and 
do not need a thing.' But you do not realize 

that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and 
naked. 



Revelation 2:9  (To the church in Smyrna) 

I know your afflictions and your poverty--
yet you are rich!...  



Pablo Casals, when he 
was 95 years old, was 

asked why he 
continued to practice 

6 hours a day. He 
answered, “Because I 

think I’m making 
progress.” 



Are you satisfied with the 
progress of your spiritual life? 



2.Devotion  
(Phil. 3:13b) 

But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is 
ahead,  



Mark 10:21 (NIV)  
Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you 

lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then 

come, follow me."  
 

Luke 10:41-42 (NIV) 
"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are 

worried and upset about many things, but only one 
thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it 

will not be taken away from her."  



Psalms 27:4 (NIV)  
One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I 

may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to 

seek him in his temple.  



When a man asked George Mueller the 
secret of his service, Mueller responded: 

“There was a day when I died, utterly died; 
died to George Mueller, his opinions, 

preferences, tastes, and will; died to the 
world, its approval or censure; died to the 

approval or blame even of my brethren and 
friends; and since then I have studied to 

show myself approved ONLY to God.” 



  

Zig Ziglar 

Are we "wandering generalities" 
or "meaningful specifics“? 



3. Direction  
(Phil. 3:13c) 

Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead…   



"To forget" in the Bible 
means "no longer to be 

influenced by or affected by."  



Thomas Edison - “After we had conducted 
thousands of experiments on a certain project 

without solving the problem, one of my associates, 
after we had conducted the crowning experiment 

and it had proved a failure, expressed 
discouragement and disgust over our having failed 

to find out anything. I cheerily assured him that 
we had learned something. For we had learned 
for a certainty that the thing couldn’t be done 
that way, and that we would have to try some 

other way.” 



Are you willing to set aside 
"the things which are 

BEHIND you" in order that 
"the things which are 

BEFORE you" can take their 
rightful place? 



4. Determination  
(Phil. 3:14) 

I press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus. 



"I press"  

intense endeavor 





Will you allow obstacles to 

stop you, or will you keep 

pressing on regardless of 

opposition and trouble? 



Proverbs 24:16  
for though a righteous 

man falls seven times, he 
rises again, but the wicked 

are brought down by 
calamity. 


