
EXPERIENCING 
UNITY IN 
DIVERSITY  

 

ROMANS 14 



What we need to 
know & do in order 
to experience unity 
amidst the church's 

diversity 





Unity & Diversity  

 

2 great realities 
that are to co-exist 

in God’s church 



John 17:20-21 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also 
for those who will believe in me through their message, 



that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in you…”  



1 Corinthians 12:17-18  (NASB) If the whole body were an 
eye, where would the hearing be?  



If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell 
be?  



But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in 
the body, just as He desired.  



1 Corinthians 12:18 (NCV) If each part of the body were the same 
part, there would be no body. But truly God put all the parts, 

each one of them, in the body as he wanted them.  



The unity of 
Christ's 
Church can 
be 
endangered 
by its 
diversity. 



Context of 
the Roman 
church in 
Paul's day… 



Christ's love 
had brought 
together a 
diverse group 
of Jewish and 
Gentile 
Christians.  



1. The 
Gentiles came 
from a 
spiritually 
bankrupt 
paganistic 
background.  



2. The 
Roman Jews 
who often 
outdid the 
Jerusalem 
Jews in their 
Jewishness.  



The Roman 
Jews were 
Christians 
who do not 
believe they 
are saved by 
obeying the 
OT laws. 



But they felt 
obeying the 
OT Law was 
an 
appropriate 
response to 
God's grace.  



As Paul 
writes to 
Rome, these 
two parties 
have been 
given labels. 



The law-
observing 
Jewish 
Christians 
are called 
"weak". 



The 
liberated 
Gentile 
Christians 
are called 
"strong." 



Intense 
tension 
between 
the two 
groups 



How did 
Paul 
resolve 
this? 



“Easy" 
solution: 
Form two 
churches 



But Paul was 
committed to 
maintaining 
unity in the 
Roman 
church amidst 
its diversity. 



What can we 
learn from Paul’s 

instructions to 
the Roman 

church in order to 
experience unity 

in diversity?  



In Rom. 14, Paul 
tells us what we 

need to know 
(vv1-12) and do 
(vv13-23) if we 

are to experience 
unity in diversity. 



1.   What do we 
need to know in 

order to 
experience unity 

in diversity?  
(Romans 14:1-12) 



a)  Acceptance 
is the right 
response to 

disputable and 
non-essential 

matters. 



Romans 14:1-3 (NASB) Now accept the one who is weak in faith, 
but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.  



One person has faith that he may eat all things, but he who 
is weak eats vegetables only. 



The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who 
does not eat, and the one who does not eat is not to judge the 

one who eats, for God has accepted him. 



How are we to 
apply the 

principle of 
acceptance in 

today’s 
context?  



Some essential 
& non-

disputable 
issues on which 
Christians are 
united today:  



Christ’s virgin 
birth 



Christ’s 
sinlessness 



Christ’s deity & 
humanity 



Christ’s atoning 
death 



Christ’s 
resurrection 



Christ’s second 
coming 



Some non-
essential 
issues on 

which 
Christians are 
divided today:  



Cosmetics 



Alcohol 



Tobacco 



Card-playing 



Dancing 



Cinema 



Computer games 



Cyber-cafe 



Fashion 



Bible version 



Music 



Spending habits 



Easter 



Christmas 



Tattoos 



According to 
Romans 14, 

wherever you 
stand on these 

issues, you accept 
your Christian 

brother and sister 
who differs.  



b) People with 
opposing 

viewpoints on 
non-essentials 

can both be 
perfectly right 

with God. 



Romans 14:4-6 (NASB) Who are you to judge the servant of 
another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, 

for the Lord is able to make him stand.  



One person regards one day above another, another regards 
every day alike. Each person must be fully convinced in his own 

mind.  



He who observes the day, observes it for the Lord, and he who 
eats, does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who 

eats not, for the Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God.  



“I am not running on a 
Sunday.” 



c) We should 
not judge 

because we 
are going to 
be judged. 



Romans 14:10-12 (NASB) But you, why do you judge your 
brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with 

contempt?  



For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is 
written, "AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO 

ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD."  



So then each one of us will give an account of himself to 
God. 



Women 
distrust 

church on 
abortion 

Lifeway Research 



65% of women 
who have had 

an abortion 

say church 
members judge 
single women 

who are 
pregnant.  



54% of women 
who have had 

an abortion 

thinks churches 
over-simplify 

decisions about 
pregnancy 

options. 



49% of women 
who have had an 

abortion 

say pastors’ 
teachings on 

forgiveness don’t 
seem to apply to 

terminated 
pregnancies. 



2. What do we 
need to do in 

order to 
experience unity 

in diversity?  
(Romans 14:13-23) 



a) In the exercise 
of our Christian 

freedom, 
determine not 

to cause a 
weaker brother 

to stumble. 



Romans 14:13-15 (NASB) Therefore let us not judge one another 
anymore, but rather determine this—not to put an obstacle or a 

stumbling block in a brother's way.  



I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing is 
unclean in itself; but to him who thinks anything to be unclean, 

to him it is unclean.  



For if because of food your brother is hurt, you are no 
longer walking according to love.  



Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died. 



Any behavior that 
distresses another's 
conscience ought to 

be re-considered. 





b) Whether we 
are strong or 

weak, we are to 
focus not on the 

externals, but 
on the eternals.  



Romans 14:16-17 (NASB) Therefore do not let what is for 
you a good thing be spoken of as evil;  



for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  



“Remembering that I'll 
be dead soon is the 

most important tool I've 
ever encountered to 

help me make the big 
choices in life…” 



“… Because almost 
everything—all 

external 
expectations, all 
pride, all fear of 

embarrassment or 
failure—these things 
just fall away in the 

face of death, leaving 
only what is truly 

important.” 



c) In the exercise 
of our Christian 

freedom, 
pursue that 

which brings 
mutual benefit.  



Romans 14:19-20 (NASB) So then we pursue the things 
which make for peace and the building up of one another. 



Do not tear down the work of God for the sake of food. All things 
indeed are clean, but they are evil for the man who eats and 

gives offense. 



ti voglio bene 
(Italian –  

“I love you”)  

literally means "I 
wish you good" 
or "I want what 
is good for you." 



d) Whether we 
are strong or 
weak, make 

sure all actions 
are done with 

a clear 
conscience.  



Paul says to the 
‘strong’: 

Romans 14:22 (NASB) 
The faith which you 
have, have as your 

own conviction 
before God. Happy is 

he who does not 
condemn himself in 
what he approves.  



Paul says to the 
‘weak’: 

Romans 14:23 
(NASB) But he who 

doubts is 
condemned if he 
eats, because his 
eating is not from 

faith; and whatever 
is not from faith is 

sin. 



"It's very important 
to live your life by an 
internal yardstick." 



“Would you rather be 
considered the best 

lover in the world and 
know privately that 

you're the worst—or 
would you prefer to 
know privately that 

you're the best lover 
in the world, but be 

considered the 
worst?” 



Rupertus Meldenius 

  

"In essentials, 
unity; in non-

essentials, 
liberty; in all 

things, charity."  


