
LOVING 
DIFFICULT 
PEOPLE 



HOW DO YOU 
HANDLE 

DIFFICULT 
PEOPLE IN YOUR 

LIFE? 





Romans 12:17-21 (NASB)  
Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in 

the sight of all men.  



If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.  



Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of 
God, for it is written, "vengeance is mine, I will repay," says the Lord.  



"but if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a 
drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head."  



do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 



HOW DO YOU 
HANDLE 

DIFFICULT 
PEOPLE IN YOUR 

LIFE? 



1. REJECT 
RETALIATION 



‘Never pay back evil for evil to anyone’ (17).  



‘Never take your own revenge’ (19).  



‘Do not be overcome by evil’ (21).  



Retaliation and 
revenge are 
absolutely 

forbidden to the 
followers of Jesus.  



John Calvin 

''Revenge is a 
passion 

unbecoming the 
children of God." 



Why not 
revenge? 



a. Vengeance 
does not 

belong to us 
but to God. 

William Barclay 



b. Vengeance 
may break a 

man’s spirit; but 
kindness will 

break his heart. 

William Barclay 



c. To stoop to 
vengeance is 

to be ourselves 
conquered by 

evil.  

William Barclay 



“Blood 
doesn’t 
wash 
away 

blood.” 
Persian proverb 



Is there 
someone 
you are 

waiting to 
get back 

at? 



2. DO 
WHAT IS 
RIGHT 



V 17b Respect what is right in the sight of all men.  



Respect (pronoeo) means to think before, 
to plan carefully & to foresee.  



Right (kalos) describes that which is 
outwardly beautiful.  



Paul’s point: Instead of reciprocating evil for evil, we should think 
out ahead of time how we will respond when others attack us in 

such a way that we bear impressive witness before the world.  



1 Peter 2:12 (NASB) Keep your behavior excellent among the 
Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as 

evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe 
them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 



Is your 
response 

to difficult 
people a 

stumbling 
block to 
others? 



3. PURSUE 
PEACE 



V18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace 
with all men. 



“If possible” 
  

It is not always 
a possibility to 

be at peace 
with the world.  



“so far as it 
depends on you” 

 
Just as it takes 

two to quarrel, it 
also takes two to 

reconcile.  



There are 
people who 
just will not 
allow you to 
be at peace 

with them, but 
do not let it 

start with you.  



William Newell  
It is not always possible 
for a Christian to be at 
peace with all men, but 

he can be a peace-
lover; a peace-liver; 
and often a peace-

maker, among men. 



As far as it is 
possible with 
you, are you 

working 
towards 
conflict 

resolution? 



4. BE 
MAGNANIMOUS 



V20-21 if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, 
give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on 
his head." Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good. 



Good 
(agathos) 

means 
profitable, 
benefiting 

others.  



William MacDonald 
"Christianity goes 

beyond non-resistance 
to active benevolence. 
It does not destroy its 
enemies by violence 
but converts them by 

love." 



2 Kings 6:22-23 
(NCV) Elisha 

answered, “Don’t kill 
them. You wouldn’t 

kill people whom 
you captured with 

your sword and bow. 
Give them food and 
water, and let them 
eat and drink and 
then go home to 

their master.“  



So he prepared a 
great feast for the 

Aramean army. After 
they ate and drank, 
the king sent them 

away, and they went 
home to their 

master. The soldiers 
of Aram did not 

come anymore into 
the land of Israel.  



As children of God, we must live on the highest level - returning 
good for evil. Anyone can return good for good and evil for evil. And 
even if the one who offends is not changed, we would have grown 

in grace. 



When the 
opportunity 
arises, are 

you prepared 
to help the 

needs of  
those who 

offend you? 



5. LEAVE 
THE FINAL 
JUDGMENT 

TO GOD. 



V 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for 
the wrath of God, for it is written, "vengeance is mine, I will 

repay," says the Lord. 



Leave room (didomi topos) - Literally give 
place; grant territory or space. 



Why leave 
the final 

judgement 
to God? 



a. God 
alone can 

judge 
fairly. 



b. No one 
is going to 
get away 

with 
anything.  



The call to love our enemies does not mean justice 
will be ignored by God. 



“but if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give 
him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his 

head.” 



‘burning coals’  can refer to `repentance’ and `God’s 
judgement’ 



If you do good toward your enemy and he doesn’t repent, 
you can rest assured that God will one day redress your 

wrong by bringing judgment on your enemy. 



This is illustrated well in the story of David when King Saul was 
seeking to destroy him. 

1 Samuel 24:8-19 



David: “May the LORD judge between us, and may he punish you 
for the wrong you have done to me! But I am not against you.” 



Chris Carrier & David McAllister 



"While many people 
can’t understand how I 

could forgive David 
McAllister. -- From my 

point of view I 
couldn’t NOT forgive 

him…” 

Chris Carrier & David McAllister 



“…If I’d chosen to hate him 
all these years, or spent my 

life looking for revenge, then 
I wouldn’t be the man I am 
today, the man my wife and 
children love, the man God 

has helped me to be." 

Chris Carrier & David McAllister 



“We are the disciples of Him, who died for His enemies.” 



1 Peter 2:21  (NASB) For you have been called for this purpose, 
since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you 

to follow in His steps 



1 Peter 2:23 (NASB) while being reviled, He did not revile in 
return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept 

entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously. 



CHOOSE HOW YOU WILL RESPOND TO DIFFICULT PEOPLE.  



Final thoughts:  



KEEP AN ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE.  



EMBRACE THE POWER OF THE GOOD.  


