
REASONS TO 
BE THANKFUL 

What should we be thankful 

to God for in 2017?



Psalms 138:1-8 (NIV)

“I will praise you, O Lord, with all my 
heart; before the "gods" I will sing 
your praise. I will bow down toward 
your holy temple and will praise your 
name for your love and your 
faithfulness, for you have exalted 
above all things your name and your 
word.” 



“When I called, you answered me; 
you made me bold and stouthearted. 
May all the kings of the earth praise 
you, O Lord, when they hear the 
words of your mouth. May they sing 
of the ways of the Lord, for the glory 
of the Lord is great. Though the 
Lord is on high, he looks upon the 
lowly, but the proud he knows from 
afar.”



“Though I walk in the midst of 
trouble, you preserve my life; you 
stretch out your hand against the 
anger of my foes, with your right 
hand you save me. The Lord will 
fulfill [his purpose] for me; your 
love, O Lord, endures forever-- do 
not abandon the works of your 
hands.”



But why is it important to be 
thankful to God?

■ Gratitude honours God. 

■ Gratitude opens the door to praise by 
bringing into mind God’s goodness. 

■ Gratitude keeps us humble.

■ Gratitude reminds us of how much we do 
have. 

■ Gratitude makes us more optimistic, 
happier and healthier.



• People who keep a gratitude 

journal have a reduced dietary 

fat intake—as much as 25 

percent lower. 

• Stress hormones like cortisol 

are 23 percent lower in 

grateful people. 



As we come to the end 

of 2017, what should we 

be thankful to God for?



Psalm 138 

■ the first in the collection of eight 
psalms identified as "of David" 
(Psalms 138-145). 

■an account of God's deliverance. 

■may be divided as follows:                                    
I thank you, God (vv 1-3)                                    
This is our God (vv 4-6)                                         
You Are With Me (vv 7-8).



1. We Are Thankful For 
Answered Prayers.

■ v. 3a When I called, you answered me; 
you made me bold and stouthearted.



David had very practical reasons 
to praise and thank God. 

• He had trouble with Saul.

• He had trouble with foreign 
enemies.

• He had trouble with his family. 





"I started calling on the name of 
God …. reminiscing on the verses I 
read before I slept. I read the Bible 
from Psalms 54 to 92. My wife had 

sent me the verses to read that 
night when she called me before I 

went to bed."



"The rest of my life is not 
enough to thank God for 

this wonder. It is 
incredible."



Have you had an answer 
to prayer this year?

Don’t forget to thank God 
for it. 



2.We Are Thankful For 
Ongoing Hope.

V 7a Though I walk in the midst of 
trouble, you preserve my life…



To the person who has believed 
for today but has not seen the 
answer come today, there comes 
the call to hope. Hope says, 
"Tomorrow also is God's. Enough 
has happened already to assure 
you that the rest is on the way." 
Thomas Smail, quoted in Ken Blue's Authority to Heal





"Look, there's a girl 

without a whole lot of 

prospects, but the 

sun's coming up and 

she's got another 

chance at it. I'm a 

person, too, and will 

get another chance 

every single day." 

After gazing at the 

painting, Bill Murray 

decided to live.



Lamentations 3:22-23

Because of the Lord’s great love 

we are not consumed, for His 

compassions never fail. They are 

new every morning; great is Your 

faithfulness.



3. We Are Thankful For God’s 
Active Involvement In What 
Concerns Us.

V 8a The Lord will fulfill his purpose 
for me…

The verb ‘fulfill’ is `gamar’ which 
means to complete, to end, to bring to 
closure. 



“God will complete what 
he begins. He will not 
convert a soul, and then 
leave it to perish.” 
Barnes



Philippians 1:6: … being 
confident of this very thing, 
that He who has begun a good 
work in you will complete it 
until the day of Jesus Christ.



Dave Phillips

President and Founder



- Six weeks after CHF was launched, in January of 1992, Dave received a phone 

call from the director of a cancer treatment center in Honduras asking if there 

was any way he could obtain a certain drug for seven children who would die 

without it. 

- Dave wrote down the name of the drug and told the director that he had no idea 

how to get this type of drug. 

- They prayed over the phone and asked God to provide. 

- As Dave hung up the phone, the phone rang again. 

- It was a pharmaceutical company in New Jersey asking Dave if he would have 

any use for 48,000 vials of that exact drug!

- Not only did they offer him eight million dollars' worth of this drug, but they told 

him they would airlift it anyplace in the world!

- Within forty-eight hours, Dave had the drug sent to the treatment center in 

Honduras and to twenty other locations as well. 

- Year after year, God continues to provide for CHF supernaturally. 

- Today CHF have distributed more than $950 million in food and other relief to 

more than ten million kids in seventy countries and thirty-two states.



You know the thing that 

concerns you the most, 

but do you know who 

has a greater concern 

about that than you?



God answers prayers, 

gives on-going hope and 

is actively involved in our 

lives. How should we 

respond?



Worry less; pray more.



Do you know what is the most highlighted 
scripture in the Bible according to 
Amazon?

Philippians 4:6-7: Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.



Expect a miracle.

Are we expecting water to 
turn to wine or are we 
turning wine to water by 
our unbelief?



"There are only two ways to 
live your life. One is as 
though nothing is a miracle. 
The other is as though 
everything is a miracle.” --
Albert Einstein



"Anything God has ever done, 
he can do now. Anything God 
has ever done anywhere, he 
can do here. Anything God 
has ever done for anyone, he 
can do for you." 
A.W. Tozer



Share your testimony in order 
that God be glorified.

"If you are really thankful, 
what do you do? You share.”



Praise God & worship Him.

In Luke 17, ten men with leprosy were 
cleansed, but only one, a Samaritan, came back 
and in a dramatic gesture of thankfulness “fell 
down on his face” at Jesus feet. 

“Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 
Was no one found to return and give praise to 
God except this foreigner?” And Jesus said to 
him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made 
you well.” Luke 17:17-19


