
THE WAY 
OF 

WISDOM 



What does 
proverbs 
teach us 

about 
wisdom? 



1. THE DEFINITION 
OF WISDOM 

2. THE NEED FOR 
WISDOM 

3. THE WAY TO 
WISDOM 



1. THE 
DEFINITION 
OF WISDOM 



Wisdom 
describes 

skilled 
artisans  

(eg. weavers, 
architects 

and 
goldsmiths) 



Wisdom 
(chokmah) 
was keen 

insight into 
life and ways 

of dealing 
with its 

problems. 



“Wisdom is the right use of knowledge. To know is not to be wise. 
Many men know a great deal, and are all the greater fools for it. There 
is no fool so great a fool as a knowing fool. But to know how to use 
knowledge is to have wisdom.” Charles H. Spurgeon 



Wisdom is a 
way of thinking 

and conduct 
that is orderly, 

socially 
sensitive, and 

morally upright.  



Proverbs 1:7 
(NASB) The fear 
of the LORD is 
the beginning 
of knowledge; 
Fools despise 
wisdom and 
instruction.  



 “Wisdom is the God-given ability to perceive the true 
nature of a matter and implement the will of God in that 

matter” (Larry Lea) 



“Nothing about having a 176 I.Q. means you have good judgment.“ - 
Attorney 



2. THE 
NEED 
FOR 

WISDOM 



a. Wisdom Is 
Required 

Because Of 
Man’s Fallen 

Nature.  



Proverbs 1:22 (NASB) How long, O naive ones, will you love 
being simple-minded? And scoffers delight themselves in 

scoffing And fools hate knowledge?  



THE FOOL : one who is dense, sluggish, 
careless, and self-satisfied.  





THE SIMPLE : one who believes everything and 
everybody and lacks discernment.  







THE SCORNER - one who mocks at God's 
wisdom and thinks he knows everything. 





God is no fonder of intellectual slackers than of any other slackers. If you are 
thinking of becoming a Christian, I warn you [that] you are embarking on 

something which is going to take the whole of you, brains and all. —C. S. Lewis 



b. Wisdom Is 
Required 
Because 

Man Can Be 
Influenced 
By Others.  



Proverbs 1:10 (NASB) My son, if sinners entice you, 
do not consent.  



As a child of God, you need to be prudent. You cannot simply walk 
around in this world as if nothing and no one can harm you. You remain 
extremely vulnerable. The same passions that make you love God may 

be used by the powers of evil. - Henri J. M. Nouwen 





c. Wisdom 
Is Required 

Because 
Wisdom 

Pays. 



Proverbs 9:12 (NCV) The wise person is rewarded by 
wisdom, but whoever makes fun of wisdom will suffer 

for it. 



PERCEPTION:  Proverbs 2:9 (NCV) Then you will 
understand what is honest and fair and what is the 

good and right thing to do.  



PEACE: Proverbs 3:17 (NASB) Her ways are 
pleasant ways And all her paths are peace.  



PROTECTION: Proverbs 4:6 (NASB) Do not forsake 
her (wisdom), and she will guard you; Love her, and 

she will watch over you.  







3. APPLICATION: 

THE WAY TO 
WISDOM  

(Proverbs 4:20-27)  



5 
questions 

to ask 
ourselves 



What 
comes 
into my 
ears? 

Proverbs 4: 20  My son, give attention to my words; 
Incline your ear to my sayings.  



David ignored doctor’s advice to seek treatment for 
suspected DVT, or deep venous thrombosis. He died of a 

pulmonary embolism. 



“If I did anything that my mum didn't think was okay, she's 
gonna tell me before anyone else even knows about it." 

NORAH JONES 



Half of being 
smart is 
knowing 

what you are 
dumb about. 



What is 
within 

my 
heart? 

Proverbs 4:23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, 
For from it flow the springs of life.  





Michael Dornbach had just bought a new truck and he couldn’t find his keys. 
“I’m not leaving without my truck,” Mr. Dornbach told his nephew, who 

pleaded with him to abandon the vehicle. But the uncle wouldn’t go, and his 
nephew was forced to leave. 



What is 
upon 

my 
lips?  

Proverbs 4:24  Put away from you a deceitful mouth 
And put devious speech far from you.  



Wise men talk 
because they 

have something 
to say; fools, 
because they 

have to say 
something.   

Plato 



What is 
before 

my 
eyes? 

Proverbs 4:25  Let your eyes look directly ahead. 
And let your gaze be fixed straight in front of you.  





What is 
beyond 

my 
path? 

Proverbs 4:26-27 Watch the path of your feet and all your 
ways will be established. Do not turn to the right nor to the 

left; turn your foot from evil. 





"We will continue to make investment decisions in light of long-
term market leadership considerations rather than short-term 

profitability considerations or short-term Wall Street reactions.'' 



Four-eyed fish      
(Anableps anableps) 



Luke 2:52 (NASB)  

And Jesus kept 
increasing in 
wisdom and 

stature, and in 
favor with God 

and men.  


