
SERMON 
ON THE 
MOUTH 



What does 
Proverbs 

have to say 
about our 

speech life? 



1. WORDS 
ARE A GIFT 
FROM GOD 



"The ability to speak 
comes so naturally that 

we are apt to forget 
what a miracle it is."  

Professor Steven Pinker 



Proverbs 16:1 (NASB) The plans of the heart belong to man, 
But the answer of the tongue is from the LORD.  



Wise words 
are 

compared 
to gold and 

silver. 



Proverbs 25:11 (NASB) Like apples of gold in settings of 
silver Is a word spoken in right circumstances.  



Wise words 
are 

compared to 
refreshing 

water. 



Proverbs 18:4 (NASB) The words of a man's mouth are deep 
waters; The fountain of wisdom is a bubbling brook.  



Wise words 
are 

compared 
to health-

giving food. 



Proverbs 16:24 (NASB) Pleasant words are a honeycomb, 
Sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.  



The tongue is a gift 
from God. 





2. WORDS 
CAN 

BLESS. 



Our words 
can 

instruct 
the 

ignorant.  



Proverbs 15:7 (NASB) The lips of the wise spread 
knowledge, but the hearts of fools are not so.  



Our words 
can bring 

peace 
instead of 

war.  



Proverbs 15:1 (NASB) A gentle answer turns away wrath, 
But a harsh word stirs up anger.  



Our words 
can help 
restore 

those who 
have 

sinned.  



Proverbs 25:12 (MSG) And a wise friend's timely reprimand 
is like a gold ring slipped on your finger.  



Our words 
can lift up 
those who 

are 
burdened.  



Proverbs 12:25 (NASB) Anxiety in a man's heart weighs it 
down, but a good word makes it glad.  





3. WORDS 
CAN HURT.  



We hurt 
others 

by lying. 



Proverbs 25:18 (NASB) Like a club and a sword and a sharp 
arrow Is a man who bears false witness against his 

neighbor.  



READER'S DIGEST SURVEY 
ABOUT HONESTY 

 

Lied to friends or family 
members about their 

appearance, to avoid hurting 
their feelings: 71 % 

 

Knowing they had little chance 
of getting caught, driven more 
than 20 m.p.h. over the speed 

limit or gone through a red light: 
71 % 

 



We hurt 
others by 
speaking 
in anger. 



Proverbs 29:22 (NASB) An angry man stirs up strife, And a 
hot-tempered man abounds in transgression.  





We hurt 
others by 
gossiping

.  



Proverbs 16:28 (NASB) A perverse man spreads strife, and  
a slanderer separates intimate friends. 





Application
: How can 

we manage 
our mouth?  



Watch 
Your 

Words 



Psalm 39:1 (NASB) I said, "I will guard my ways that I may 
not sin with my tongue; I will guard my mouth as with a 

muzzle while the wicked are in my presence."  



Calvin Coolidge 

“Man of few words.” 



“It is never my custom to 
use words lightly. If 27 

years in prison have done 
anything to us, it was to 

use the silence of solitude 
to make us understand how 

precious words are and 
how real speech is in its 

impact on the way people 
live and die.” 

Nelson Mandela 



To whom you speak;  

of whom you speak;  

and how,  

and when,  

and where. 



Don't be hasty.  

Don't exaggerate.  

Check your volume. 



Check 
Your 

Heart  



Matthew 12:34b (NASB) … For the mouth speaks out of 
that which fills the heart.  



What Do 860 
Million Words 

Say About You? 



Seek To 
Encourage 



Hebrews 10:24 (Phillips NT) let us think of one another and 
how we can encourage each other to love and do good 

deeds.  



Encouragement is 
oxygen to the soul. 



Newspaper clipping found 
on Abraham Lincoln when he 

was assassinated: 

“We see his presidency an 
honest endeavor faithfully to 

do the work of his great 
office, and in the doing of it, 

a brightness of personal 
honor on which no adversary 

has yet been able to fix a 
stain.” 

John Bright 



Sun reporter Chris 
Kaltenbach: 

“The newspaper clippings... 
several suggest that Lincoln, 
who often had been vilified 
for his handling of the war, 

liked to keep good news 
close at hand... Another 

suggests that Lincoln may 
have been a bit insecure and 

liked to be reminded that 
some people thought he was 

doing a good job.” 



Even great leaders like 
Abraham Lincoln needs 

encouragement.  



Ephesians 4:29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your 
mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according 

to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those 
who hear. 



Psalm 141:3 (NASB) Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; 
Keep watch over the door of my lips. 


