
THE MARKS 
OF A 

STRONG
CHURCH
Philippians 
1:27-30 



`BE 
STRONG...’
I whispered 
to my wifi
signal.





What makes 
a strong
church?



The Philippian 
church was a 
strong church, 

and Paul 
wanted it to 
remain strong. 



v. 27  Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel 
of Christ, 



so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will 
hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one 

mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 



v 28  in no way alarmed by your opponents—which is a sign 
of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, 

from God. 



v. 29  For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not 
only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 



v. 30  experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and 
now hear to be in me. 



What makes 
a strong
church?



1. A Strong 
Church 

Recognizes Its 
Citizenship Is 
In Heaven 



v. 27  Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy 
of the gospel of Christ 



Politeuomai (conduct) 

• comes from the root 
word polis (city); 

• carries the basic 
meaning of being a 
good citizen; 

• one whose conduct 
brings honor to the 
political body to 
whom one belongs. 



Philippians 1:27 (NLT2) Above all, you must live as citizens of 
heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of the Good 

News about Christ. 



How do we 
live as 

citizens of 
heaven? 



a) Change 
your 

thinking.



Romans 12:2 (NASB) And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 



so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 



Brainwashed 
by Jesus or 
the world?



b) Change 
your 

behaviour. 



Colossians 3:8-10 (NASB) But now you also, put them all aside: 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your 

mouth. 



Colossians 3:12-14 (NASB) So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy 
and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 

and patience; 



bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a 
complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 



Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of 
unity.



Being a citizen of 
heaven does not 
mean that you 

are perfect, but it 
should mean that 
you are in pursuit 

of perfection. 



The word 
‘worthy’ 

(axiōs) means 
to fit; to 

correspond; to 
be suitable. 



The believer's 
behavior is to 
fit, correspond 
and be suitable 
to the gospel he 

professes.



What are some 
other ways in which 
you should think and 
act differently than 

the world? 
What characteristics 
of the world is God 
calling you to get 

rid of?



Can people tell that 
you are different? 

Can they tell that 
you talk differently, 
think differently, 
and have different 

goals in life? 



How do we 
approach 
popular 
culture?



Basil of Caesarea: “… following in all things the example of bees. They do not 
visit every flower without distinction, nor seek to remove all the nectar from the 
flowers on which they [land], but only draw from them what they need to make 

honey, and leave the rest…”



“… And if we are wise, we will take from those writings [or movies, music, data, 
etc.] what is appropriate for us, and conforms to the truth, ignoring the rest.”



2. A Strong 
Church Stands 
Firm In Serving 
God’s Purposes



F.E.A.R. has 2 
meanings:

Forget Everything 
And Run or

Face Everything And 
Rise.

The choice is yours.



v. 27b  …whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear 
of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 

striving together for the faith of the gospel; 



Standing firm: 

• is war terminology. 

• is a picture of an 
army advancing against 
the gates of a 
kingdom and the 
soldiers standing firm 
fighting at the gates -
not giving up any 
ground. 



Ephesians 6:11-12 (NASB) Put on the full armor of God, so that you will 
be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is 

not against flesh and blood, 



but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 



How does one 
stand firm in 
serving God’s 
purposes?



a) Be united.



“I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;”





b) Be 
empowered by 
the Holy Spirit.



A sailboat is useless 
without wind, so is a 
believer without the 

spirit.



“I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit”

Ephesians 4:4 “There is one body, one Spirit.” 



We need 
supernatural power 
to live as citizens 
of heaven and to 
stand firm in 
serving God’s 
purposes.



Acts 4:31 (NASB) And 
when (the disciples) 
had prayed, the place 

where they had 
gathered together was 
shaken, and they were 
all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to 

speak the word of God 
with boldness. 



How can you 
again begin to 

be filled with the 
Spirit and the 

power of God in 
order to stand 
firm in serving 
God’s purposes?



3. A Strong 
Church Is 

Confident In 
The Face of 
Opposition



“Throw me to 
the wolves and I 

will return 
leading the 

pack.”



v 28  … in no way alarmed by your opponents



“alarmed” was 
a word used of 
horses being 
startled and 
beginning a 
stampede. 



- More than 200 million 
believers in the 50 countries 
where it is most difficult to 

be a Christian experience high 
levels of persecution because 

of their faith.

- Over 3,000 Christians have 
been killed for their faith in 
the 2018 reporting period.

Open Doors Ministry



1 Peter 4:12 (NASB) Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some 

strange thing were happening to you; 



2 Timothy 3:12 (NASB) Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted. 



“I believe it to be 
a grave mistake to 
present Christianity 

as something 
charming and 

popular with no 
offense in it.” 

Author Dorothy Sayers



What are the 
reasons that 
Paul gives for 
being confident 
in the face of 
opposition?



a) Christians are 
confident in the 
face of opposition 
because it is a 
witness to the 

world.



“which is a sign of destruction for them,  but of salvation for you” 





“The only way to 
avoid trouble is for 
churches to stay 

quiet and small or to 
bow down to the 
current leader of 

China—Xi Jinping… 
I won't make Jesus 
bow down to Xi 

Jinping…”



b) Christians 
are confident in 

the face of 
opposition 

because it is a 
blessing to 
believers.



v. 29  For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to 
believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 



The word ‘granted’ 
can literally be 

translated ‘graced.’ 

It means ‘to give 
freely or graciously 

as a favor.’



Persecution 
is a work 
of God’s 
grace.



Why should 
persecution be 
considered a 
blessing or 
work of 
grace?



Persecution is a 
blessing because 
it confirms our 

salvation. 



Matthew 5:10 (NASB) Blessed are those who have been persecuted 
for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 



Persecution is a 
blessing because 
it will be richly 
rewarded by 

God. 



Matthew 5:11-12 (NASB) Blessed are you when people insult you and 
persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great…



Persecution is a 
blessing because 
it leads to the 
development of 
godly virtues. 



Romans 5:3-4 (NASB) And not only this, but we also exult in our 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and 

perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 



"Crises of every kind will 
find us … [But] these 
crises enter our lives not 
just as challenges to us to 
retain our balance and 

stability, but as invitations 
to stretch our hearts and 
minds … [Every crisis] 
includes within [itself] an 
invitation for us to move 
from being good people to 
becoming great people.“

Ronald Rohlheiser




