
NEW YEAR NEW 
OPPORTUNITIES 



STATISTICS CONCERNING NEW YEAR'S 
RESOLUTIONS: 
• 8 percent are always successful in achieving their 

resolutions;  
• 19 percent achieve their resolutions every other year;  
• 49 percent have infrequent success;  
• 24 percent (one in four) never succeed and have failed on 

every resolution every year. 
 





AS A NEW YEAR BEGINS, 
WHAT WILL WE DO WITH 
THE OPPORTUNITIES GOD 
GIVES US? 



MATTHEW 25:14-30 (NIV) 
Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his 
servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five 
talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, 
each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man 
who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to 
work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents 
gained two more. But the man who had received the one talent went 
off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. After a long 
time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 
them.  



The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 
'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have 
gained five more.' His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in 
charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you 
entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.' His 
master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master's happiness!' 



Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he 
said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not 
sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was 
afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is 
what belongs to you.' His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! 
So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I 
have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money 
on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have 
received it back with interest.  



'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten 
talents. For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have 
an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be 
taken from him. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  
 



Context:  
Live in anticipation of the Lord's return. 
  
Point:  
We are to use whatever opportunities we have 
been given for God’s purposes.  



1. THE MASTER 
RELINQUISHES 

Matthew 25:14 (NIV) Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, 
who called his servants and entrusted his property to them.  
Entrusted – paradidōmi: “To deliver to one something to keep, use, 
take care of, manage.” 

 



GOD ENTRUST US WITH OPPORTUNITIES FOR HIS PURPOSE.                                                                                                                   
John 9:4 (NIV) As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. 
Night is coming, when no one can work. 

WE ARE ENTRUSTED WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE THE 
CHURCH. 
Galatians 6:10 (NIV) Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 

WE ARE ENTRUSTED WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO TOUCH PRE-
BELIEVERS WITH WISE CONDUCT.                                                                                                                                  
Colossians 4:5 (NIV) Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the 
most of every opportunity. 

 



2. THE MASTER REWARDS 

Matthew 25:19, 21 (NIV) After a long time the master of those 
servants returned and settled accounts with them... His master 
replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master's happiness!'  



Well done – fared well; acted well 

Good – agathos - Useful, salutary, excellent. 

Faithful – pistos - Used of persons who show themselves trustworthy 

and reliable in the transaction of business, the execution of 

commands, or the discharge of official duties. 



GOD REWARDS US 
WHEN WE MANAGE 
WELL THE 
OPPORTUNITIES GIVEN 
US. 

Psalms 62:12 (NIV) and that you, O Lord, are loving. Surely you will 
reward each person according to what he has done. 



3. THE MASTER REBUKES 

Matthew 25:26-28 (NIV) "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy 
servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and 
gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have 
put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I 
would have received it back with interest. Take the talent from him 
and give it to the one who has the ten talents.” 



Wicked – ponēros – annoyance, causing pain and 
trouble. 

Lazy – oknēros – sluggish; slothful 



GOD REBUKES WHEN 
WE DO NOT MANAGE 
WELL THE 
OPPORTUNITIES GIVEN 
US.  

Revelation 3:19 (NIV) Those whom I love I rebuke and 
discipline. So be earnest, and repent. 



THE MASTER RELINQUISHES, 
REWARDS AND REBUKES.  
 
IN THE LIGHT OF THIS, WHAT WILL WE 
DO WITH THE OPPORTUNITIES GOD 
GIVES US IN 2018? 



BEGIN WITH THE 
END IN MIND 



IF YOU HAD TO SUMMARIZE YOUR LIFE IN SIX WORDS,  

WHAT WOULD THEY BE?  

"Cursed with cancer. Blessed with friends." 

"Tombstone won't say: 'Had health insurance.'" 

"Not a good Christian, but trying." 

 



DO NOT TAKE 
YOUR 
OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR GRANTED 

Proverbs 27:23-24 (NIV) Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, 
give careful attention to your herds; for riches do not endure forever, 
and a crown is not secure for all generations.  



Entropy - everything that is left to itself has a tendency 
to deteriorate.  



SEIZE THE DAY 





MAKE TIME 

"I'm of the opinion that busyness is a deeper threat to the 
soul than pornography ever was.“ 
Author and speaker Gordon MacDonald 
 





BE WILLING TO 
DO THE HARD 
THING. 

Opportunity is missed by most people because it is 
dressed in overalls and looks like work. 



BE PROACTIVE IN 
HELPING THE 
NEEDY 





Life:  
Monopoly vs. Uno 



THERE ARE SOME THINGS 
YOU DON'T NEED TO PRAY 
ABOUT. 





NEVER GIVE UP 
NEVER. 





RICK WARREN REPLIED WITH WHAT 
HE WANTED WRITTEN ON HIS TOMB: 

“AT LEAST HE TRIED.” 



The gospel is the good news announcing 
Jesus' infallible devotion to us in spite of 
our inconsistent devotion to him. We are 
weak and he is strong. Even as our love 
for Jesus falls short, Jesus' love for us 
never will. 



2018 – YEAR OF OPPORTUNITIES 
- Opportunity to bless a child in Africa 
(Watoto in April) 
-Opportunity to honor your parents (Father’s 
& Mother’s Day) 

-Opportunity to invite your friends to hear the 
good news of Jesus (Judith Halim, Mooncake 
festival event, etc.)  



- Opportunity to bless the people of Cambodia 
and China (Mission Trips) 
- Opportunity to help pay off the new church 
building, to support Bible School students in 
Sarawak, to help the Vietnamese Ministry in 
Senai & Pengerang and to bless the children in 
the Philippines (Building & Mission Pledge) 



- Opportunity to grow COP by serving and/or 
inviting someone to our weekly children, youth 
and adult services. 
- Opportunity to be connected in our cell groups. 
- Opportunity to grow in our Bible Studies. 
- Opportunity to serve in PPKJB and bless our 
community (Edurun on May 1st, etc)   



INVEST OUR LIVES, 
NOT WASTE THEM. 
 


