
COMPLETING OUR 

GOD-GIVEN TASKS 
Nehemiah 6 



What is the primary task God has given 
us? 

 

In the Reformed tradition, the primary 
task of the Church is to bring men and 
women into a saving relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 



Personally, it can be living out God’s 
purposes for our lives and fulfilling 
God’s call on our lives. 



Why we need to know how to complete 
the task God has given us? 

Starting well is relatively easy. Finishing 
well is a different matter!  

- The world   

- The flesh  

- The enemy  



What can we learn from 

Nehemiah 6 that can help us 

complete our God-given tasks? 



Context: In his goal of rebuilding the walls of 
Jerusalem, Nehemiah had various challenges: 

In chapter 4, he had to stand up to the violent 
threats of his enemies.  

In chapter 5, he had to deal with internal conflict 
between the wealthy and poor Jews.  



In Chapter 6, the enemies first 

attacked Nehemiah with 

INTRIGUE.  



Nehemiah 6:1-4 (NIV) When word came to 

Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest 

of our enemies that I had rebuilt the wall and not 

a gap was left in it--though up to that time I had 

not set the doors in the gates-- Sanballat and 

Geshem sent me this message: "Come, let us meet 

together in one of the villages on the plain of 

Ono." 



But they were scheming to harm me; so I sent 

messengers to them with this reply: "I am carrying 

on a great project and cannot go down. Why 

should the work stop while I leave it and go down 

to you?" Four times they sent me the same 

message, and each time I gave them the same 

answer. 



The enemies then attacked 
Nehemiah with INNUENDOES.  



Nehemiah 6:5-9 (NIV) Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent 
his aide to me with the same message, and in his hand 
was an unsealed letter in which was written: "It is 
reported among the nations--and Geshem says it is true--
that you and the Jews are plotting to revolt, and 
therefore you are building the wall. Moreover, according 
to these reports you are about to become their king and 
have even appointed prophets to make this proclamation 
about you in Jerusalem: 'There is a king in Judah!' 



Now this report will get back to the king; so come, 
let us confer together." I sent him this reply: 
"Nothing like what you are saying is happening; 
you are just making it up out of your head." They 
were all trying to frighten us, thinking, "Their 
hands will get too weak for the work, and it will 
not be completed." [But I prayed,] "Now 
strengthen my hands." 



Finally, the enemies attacked 

Nehemiah with INTIMIDATION. 



Nehemiah 6:10-14 (NIV) One day I went to the house of 

Shemaiah son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was 

shut in at his home. He said, "Let us meet in the house of 

God, inside the temple, and let us close the temple doors, 

because men are coming to kill you--by night they are 

coming to kill you." But I said, "Should a man like me run 

away? Or should one like me go into the temple to save 

his life? I will not go!" 



I realized that God had not sent him, but that he had 

prophesied against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had 

hired him. He had been hired to intimidate me so that I 

would commit a sin by doing this, and then they would 

give me a bad name to discredit me. Remember Tobiah 

and Sanballat, O my God, because of what they have 

done; remember also the prophetess Noadiah and the 

rest of the prophets who have been trying to intimidate 

me. 



Of course, all the intrigue, innuendoes and 

intimidation did not work on Nehemiah. 

Nehemiah 6:15 (NIV) So the wall was completed 

on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days.  



What can we learn from 

Nehemiah 6 that can help us 

complete our God-given tasks? 



1. CURB DISTRACTIONS BY STANDING FIRM 

ON GODLY PRIORITIES.  

But they were scheming to harm me; so I sent 

messengers to them with this reply: "I am carrying on a 

great project and cannot go down. Why should the work 

stop while I leave it and go down to you?" Four times 

they sent me the same message, and each time I gave 

them the same answer. 



Nehemiah had: 

- Discernment 

- Dedication 

- Determination 



Distractions will come, disguised 

as harmless options or even 

good things. 



"I believe in God, my family and 

my business. When I get to the 

office, I reverse the order." 



Are you steadfast or irresolute in 

your walk with God? 



GOD CALLS US TO GUARD OUR ATTENTION.  

- We are to keep God’s word on the forefront of 

our minds at all times, and in all scenarios 

(Deuteronomy 6:4–9; 11:18–19). 

- We are to prioritize our days for the purpose of 

living undistractedly (1 Corinthians 7:35). 

- We are to not allow the business of life to 

consume us (Luke 10:38–42). 



- We are to never let the trivialities of this world 

to cause us to neglect the riches of the gospel 

(Matthew 13:22–23). 

- We are to be watchful (1 Corinthians 16:13). 

- We are to be sober-minded (Titus 2:2; 1 Peter 

1:13; 4:7; 5:8). 

- We are to remain eternally alert (Revelation 3:2–

3; 16:15). 



Are you careful with what is 

getting most of your attention 

these days? 



Andy Stanley - “To accomplish the 

important things you must learn to say 

no to some good things.” 



“A Practical Guide to Prayer” by Dorothy Haskins 

 

“PLANNED NEGLECT” 



2. CONTAIN DEFAMATION WITH 

TRUTH AND PRAYER. 
I sent him this reply: "Nothing like what you are saying 

is happening; you are just making it up out of your 

head." They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, 

"Their hands will get too weak for the work, and it will 

not be completed." [But I prayed,] "Now strengthen my 

hands." 



Here's what Nehemiah did: 

- Deny the report. 

- Take it to God. 

- Just keep on working. 



We must pray for God’s wisdom as to 

whether to remain silent or to reply to 

false accusations. But however we 

respond, prayer and keeping on with 

the work that God has given us to do 

are always right. 



Charles Spurgeon  

Falsehoods usually carry their own refutation somewhere 

about them, and sting themselves to death. Some lies 

especially have a peculiar smell, which betrays their 

rottenness to every honest nose…. Your blameless life will 

be your best defence, and those who have seen it will not 

allow you to be condemned so readily as your slanderers 

expect. 



So live that you wouldn’t be 

ashamed to sell the family parrot to 

the town gossip.  

Will Rogers 



If we take care of our character, 

we can trust God to take care of 

our reputation. 



- Accused of being a tyrant. 

- Accused of getting in the way 

of a corruption investigation. 

- Accused of having a detached 

relationship with women, in 

contrast with a close male 

friend he allegedly shared a 

bed with. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 



"If I were to try to read, much less answer, all the attacks 

made on me, this shop might as well be closed for any 

other business. I do the very best I know how - the very 

best I can; and I mean to keep doing so until the end. If 

the end brings me out all right, what's said against me 

won't amount to anything. If the end brings me out 

wrong, ten angels swearing I was right would make no 

difference." 



1 Peter 2:23 (NIV)  

When they hurled their insults at 

(Jesus), he did not retaliate; when he 

suffered, he made no threats. Instead, 

he entrusted himself to him who judges 

justly. 



How Should Christian Leaders Handle Accusations and Lies? 

(Christianity Today) 

 Examine Yourself. 1 Cor. 11 

 Don't Return Evil for Evil. 1 Pet. 

 Go to the Offended Person. Matt. 5 

 Let God Vindicate. Deut. 32:35 

 Persecution Shows We're Following Jesus. John 

15 



3. CONFRONT DANGER WITH FEARLESS 

OBEDIENCE. 
One day I went to the house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, the son of 

Mehetabel, who was shut in at his home. He said, "Let us meet in 

the house of God, inside the temple, and let us close the temple 

doors, because men are coming to kill you--by night they are 

coming to kill you." But I said, "Should a man like me run away? Or 

should one like me go into the temple to save his life? I will not go!" 



FEAR:  

Forgetting 

Everything  

And  

Run 



Why the need for 

fearless 

obedience? 



FEAR DEGRADES OUR LORD. 

Fear insults God’s sovereignty - He is in control, but 

fear says no He's not. 

Fear insults God’s providence - He guides us, but fear 

says, no He doesn't. 

Fear insults God’s power - He protects us, but fear 

says, no He doesn't. 



FEAR DESTROYS OUR LIVES. 

Fear brings a snare.                                                                                       
Proverbs 29:25 (NIV) Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but 

whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe. 

Fear brings torment.                                                                                    
1 John 4:18 (AMP) … For fear brings with it the thought of 

punishment… 

Fear brings bondage.                                                                
Hebrews 2:15 (Jesus frees) those who all their lives were held in 

slavery by their fear of death. 



FEAR DELIGHTS OUR ENEMY. 

2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV) For God did not give us a spirit 

of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of 

self-discipline. 



 

Matthew 25:25 (NIV) So I was afraid and 

went out and hid your talent in the 

ground. See, here is what belongs to you. 



How do you know fear is getting the best of you?  

- You avoid doing the right thing because you fear 

a backlash.  

- You imagine reactions to change more than you 

imagine the benefits of change.  

- You’ve stopped dreaming. 



Want something good to fear?  

Be afraid of never accomplishing 

your mission/calling. 



Acts 20:22-24 (NIV) And now, compelled by the Spirit, I 

am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to 

me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit 

warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 

However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I 

may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus 

has given me--the task of testifying to the gospel of God's 

grace. 



Leverage clarity in the midst of fear.                                                                                 

the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 

 

Choose finishing over fear.                                                                                                          

I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish 

the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given 

me 



What is it that you know God is asking 

you to do but you are allowing fear to 

stop that? 



“You just obey instructions; we will take 

care of the obstructions.” 



Joshua 1:8-9 (NIV) Do not let this Book of the Law 
depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and  
night, so that you may be careful to do everything 
written in it. Then you will be prosperous and  
successful. Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be  
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with  
you wherever you go."  



4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy 5 because of your partners
hip in the gospel from the first day until 
now, 6 being confident of this, that he w
ho began a good work in you will carry it 
on to completion until the day of  
Christ Jesus. 


