


Ephesians 5:15-16
Therefore be careful 
how you walk, not as 
unwise men but as 
wise, making the most 
of your time (seasons of 
opportunity), because 
the days are evil. So 
then do not be foolish, 
but understand what the 
will of the Lord is. 



What 
happens in 
one minute 
around the 

world?



- 116 people will get 
married, according to data 
from the United Nations.
- 144 people will move to a 
new home, according to 
Gallup.
- 243,000 photos will be 
uploaded to Facebook.
- 5,441,400 pounds of 
garbage will be created, 
according to the World 
Bank.



How is a 
typical 
lifespan of 
70 years 
spent?



Sleep—23 years—32.9%
Work—16 years—22.8%
TV—8 years—11.4%
Eating—6 years—8.6%
Travel—6 years—8.6%
Leisure—4.5 years—6.5%
Illness—4 years—5.7%
Dressing—2 years—2.8%
Religion—0.5 years—0.7%
Total—70 years



What is my 
goal for 
today’s 

message?



We be 
challenged to 

diligently 
maximize our 

time for 
God’s 

purposes.



Record Breaking 
Couch Potato

DILIGENCE



MAXIMIZE



A pilot announced over the 
intercom: 
"Ladies and gentlemen, I 
have good news and bad 
news. The good news is 
that we’re making excellent 
time. The bad news is that 
our navigational systems 
are malfunctioning and we 
have no idea where we’re 
going."

PURPOSE



How can we 
challenge 

ourselves to 
be diligent in 
maximizing
our time for 

God’s 
purposes?



To make our 
time count, we 

need to 
remember 4 

things:



1. TIME  
IS A GIFT
FROM 
GOD.



Lamentations 3:22-
23 "It is of the 
Lord's mercies that 
we are not 
consumed, because 
His compassions fail 
not. They are new 
every morning: 
great is thy 
faithfulness."



God doesn't 
need to take 
our life. He 
just have to 
stop giving it.



Since our time 
here is a gift, we 
are therefore  
stewards of every 
God-given day and 
will be held 
accountable for 
how we use it.



"I have only just a 
minute - only 60 seconds 
in it.
Forced upon me - can't 
refuse it 
But it's up to me just 
how I use it; 
I must suffer if I lose it. 
Give account if I abuse it. 
Just a tiny little minute -
but eternity is in it."



At the White House 
prayer session of leaders 
after the 9/11 tragedy, 
Gerald Kieschnick, 
president of the 
Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod, read 
aloud from Romans 13 
and said these words to 
President Bush:



“Mr. President, I have just 
come from the World 
Trade Center site in Lower 
Manhattan. I stood where 
you stood. I saw what you 
saw. And I smelled what 
you smelled. You not only 
have a civil calling, but a 
divine calling…You are not 
just a civil servant; you are 
a servant of God called 
for such a time like this.”



Bush nodded and said: 

"I accept the 
responsibility."



2. THE 
`PRESENT’ 
MATTERS.



2 things can 
stop us from 
making our 
time count:



a. Yesterday 
can stop us 
from making 
our life 
count.



Yesterday’s guilt
Yesterday’s glory 
Yesterday’s grief
Yesterday’s grudges



Philippians 3:13-14 (NASB) 
“Brethren, I do not regard 
myself as having laid hold 
of it yet; but one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies 
behind and reaching 
forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward 
the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus.” 



Paul did not 
allow his past 
guilt, glory, grief 
and grudges to 
stop him from 
making his time 
count for Christ.



How many of us 
are allowing our 
past guilt, glory, 
grief and grudges 
to prevent us from 
making full use of 
the opportunities 
God is giving us 
today?



b. Tomorrow
can stop us 
from making 
our time 
count.



We miss 
today by 
waiting for 
tomorrow.



“Women look forward 
twenty years to 
becoming a mother, 
look back twenty years 
with memories when 
their children are 
gone, but complain 
during the twenty 
years that they have 
them.”



We miss 
today by 
worrying 
about 
tomorrow.



Matthew 6:34 
(NASB) 
"So do not worry 
about tomorrow; 
for tomorrow will 
care for itself. 
Each day has 
enough trouble of 
its own.” 



Worry does not 
take the 
sorrow out of 
tomorrow. 
It only takes 
the strength 
out of today.



Worry pulls 
tomorrow's 
clouds over 
today's 
sunshine.



God has an 
ecology for the 
soul. He gives 
today's 
strength for 
today's needs.



Deuteronomy 33:25 
(AMP) 
Your castles and 
strongholds shall 
have bars of iron 
and bronze, and as 
your day, so shall 
your strength, your 
rest and security, 
be. 



Interview with Esquire:

"Clint, if you were going to look at 
your life as material, how would 
you describe the narrative?"



“You always wonder if you 
could've done more. You could've 
spent a little more time with [my 
son], a little more attention. I had 
that regret when my dad died. 
Because it was sudden… I used to 
live close enough to him that I 
could've dropped in a lot more. I 
never did and I was busy, always 
busy, doing all the films.”



“(Having said that) I don't look at 
my life too much. I'm always 
looking forward, not backward. A 
lot of times people get to a 
certain age and they quit."



Yesterday is but a 
cancelled check. 
Tomorrow is a 
promissory note. 
Today is all of the 
cash that you 
have. 
Spend it wisely.



3. TIME IS 
PRECIOUS



Psalm 90:12 
(NASB) 
So teach us to 
number our days, 
That we may 
present to You a 
heart of wisdom. 



What Mothers Need 
Most
A USA Today poll asked 
a group of mothers 
what they needed most. 
- Money: 15 percent.
- Respect: 15 percent
- Patience: 27 percent
- More time in the day: 
32 percent



Value time by 
being prayerful.
It is not a waste of 
time to wait on 
God.
“The woodsman is 
not wasting time 
when he sharpens 
his axe.”



Value time by keeping 
to right priorities.
What you do is more 
important than how 
you do it.
John 17:4 (NASB) "I 
glorified You on the 
earth, having 
accomplished the work 
which You have given 
Me to do.”



“The 
Myth of 
No Time.”



Value time with 
prompt action.

Cultivate the 
habit of 
immediate 
obedience.



“There are three 
things in my life that 
I need most, but 
they never scream 
for immediate 
attention: 

God, family, and my 
mind.”



4. TIME 
PASSES 
US BY. 



John 9:4 (NASB) 
"We must work 
the works of Him 
who sent Me as 
long as it is day; 
night is coming 
when no one can 
work.” 



Time cannot be stopped. 
You can't call time out in 
the game of life.
Time cannot be stored. 
You can't put it in the bank.
Time cannot be stretched. 
Only so much possible in a 
given day.
Time cannot be shared. 
It cannot be loaned or 
borrowed.





Fredrik Colting, former 
grave-digger & founder 
of Tikker, calls his 
invention "the 
happiness watch." It's 
his belief that watching 
your life slip away will 
remind you to savor life 
while you have it.



In the book Time for 
God, there is a 
mathematically 
calculated schedule 
which compares a 
lifetime of “three-score 
years and ten” with the 
hours of a single day 
from seven o’clock in 
the morning until eleven 
o’clock at night.



If your age is:
15, the time is 10:25am
20, the time is 11:34am
25, the time is 12:42pm
30, the time is 1:51pm
35, the time is 3:00pm
40, the time is 4:08pm
45, the time is 5:16pm
50, the time is 6:25pm
55, the time is 7:34pm
60, the time is 8:42pm
65, the time is 9:51pm
70, the time is 11pm!



What 
will you 
do with 
the rest 
of your
day?



The pioneer 
missionary, Robert 
Moffatt, said, "We 
shall have all 
eternity in which to 
celebrate our 
victories, but only 
one short hour 
before the sunset in 
which to win them."



“I have looked in the mirror 
every morning and asked 
myself: "If today were the 
last day of my life, would I 
want to do what I am about 
to do today?" And whenever 
the answer has been "No" for 
too many days in a row, I 
know I need to change 
something.”



We weep when 
we have lost 
our loved ones, 
but we fail to 
enjoy them 
while we have 
them.



We weep when 
we have lost 
our loved ones, 
but we fail to 
enjoy them 
while we have 
them.



Application 
1. Learn to live for the eternal now. Today is the only day you 
have. Redeem the time.
2. Stop saying, "If I had time." You do have time.
3. Stop worrying about tomorrow, and stop waiting for 
tomorrow. Give God today, and He will take care of tomorrow.
4. Cut yourself loose from the past. Bury your failure in the 
grave of God's forgetfulness, and let Him give you a brand new 
day.
5. If you've not accepted Christ, now is the time.


