
LAW OF 
THE 

HARVEST 
Choices For 
Fruitful 
Living



You cannot sow wild 
oats, six days a week, 

and then, 
come to church on 
Sunday and pray for 

crop failure. 





Sinkholes remind us of 
two things: 

First, something can 
look good on the 
outside, when 
underneath major 
problems have been 
going on for years, and 
disaster’s about to 
happen. 



Second, our lives are 
affected by little 
choices, which have 
cumulative effects 
that can result in 
either moral 
strength or moral 
disaster.



Choices Make Us One of 
Two Creatures
(C.S. Lewis)

“Every time you make 
a choice you are 
turning the central part 
of you… into 
something a little 
different from what it 
was before.”



“And taking your life as a 
whole, with all your 
innumerable choices,  … 
you are slowly turning… 
either into a heavenly 
creature or into a hellish 
creature…Each of us at 
each moment is 
progressing to one state or 
the other.” 



What principles 
can guide us to 
make the right 
choices to ensure 
that 2019 will be 
a fruitful year for 
us? 



Mark 4:26-29 (NCV) 
Then Jesus said, “The 

kingdom of God is like 
someone who plants 
seed in the ground. 

Night and day, whether 
the person is asleep or 
awake, the seed still 
grows, but the person 
does not know how it 

grows.” 



“By itself the earth 
produces grain. First 
the plant grows, 

then the head, and 
then all the grain in 
the head. When the 
grain is ready, the 
farmer cuts it, 

because this is the 
harvest time.” 



What principles 
can guide us to 
make the right 
choices to ensure 
that 2019 will be 
a fruitful year for 
us? 



1. Implantation:

We Sow
Before We 

Would Reap.

“The kingdom of God is like someone who plants seed in the ground.



There can be 
no harvest 

unless you first 
put a seed in 
the ground.



“It is only the farmer 
who faithfully plants 
seeds in the Spring, 
who reaps a harvest 

in the Autumn.”
B. C. Forbes



All life comes 
from 

antecedent life: 
from the labor
and sowing of 

others.



John 4:35-38 (NASB) 
"Do you not say, 'There 
are yet four months, 
and then comes the 
harvest'? Behold, I say 
to you, lift up your eyes 
and look on the fields, 
that they are white for 

harvest.” 



“Already he who reaps is 
receiving wages and is 
gathering fruit for life 
eternal; so that he who 
sows and he who reaps 
may rejoice together. 
For in this case the 
saying is true,  'One 

sows and another reaps.'



“I sent you to reap 
that for which you 
have not labored; 

others have labored
and you have entered 

into their labor."



"If I have seen 
further, it is by 

standing upon the 
shoulders of giants"

Sir Isaac Newton



Adoniram Judson: 

"If you suffer 
without succeeding, it 
will mean, later on, 
that someone else 

may succeed without 
suffering.” 



“Or, if you succeed 
without suffering, 
it is because 

somebody else has 
suffered. But, there is 
no success without 

suffering." 



Psalm 126:6 (NCV) 
Those who cry as they 
carry out the seeds will 

return singing and 
carrying bundles of 

grain.



2. Identification:

We Reap The
Same As We 

Sow.



Genesis 1:11 (NCV) Then 
God said, “Let the earth 
produce plants—some 
to make grain for seeds 
and others to make 
fruits with seeds in 

them. 
Every seed will produce 
more of its own kind of 

plant.” 



You can’t sow an 
apple seed and 
expect to get an 
avocado tree. 



“Get What
You Give –
Reap What
You Sow.”



The Law of 
Psychological 
Reciprocity: 
You reap in 

sales what you 
sow with 
marketing.



Just as what 
you eat is what 
you will look, 
what you sow 
is what you 

reap.



"If a child lives with 
criticism, then he 

learns to criticize. If a 
child lives with 
hostility, then he 
learns to fight.

If a child lives with 
ridicule, then he learns 

to be shy.”



“If a child lives with 
shame, then he learns 
to feel guilty. If a child 
lives with tolerance, 
then he learns to be 
patient. If a child lives 
with encouragement, 
then he learns to be 

confident.”



“If a child lives with 
praise, then he learns to 
appreciate. If a child 

lives with fairness, then 
he learns justice. 

If a child lives with 
security, then he learns 
how to have faith.”



“If a child lives with 
approval, then he learns 
to like himself. If a child 
lives with acceptance 

and friendship, 
then he learns how to 
find love in the world."



Do you like what 
you are reaping? 

If you don’t, 
perhaps you better 
change what you 
have been sowing.



Luke 6:38 (NCV) Give, 
and you will receive. You 

will be given much. 
Pressed down, shaken 
together, and running 
over, it will spill into 

your lap. 
The way you give to 
others is the way God 

will give to you.



The way to 
get what you 
need is to 

give what you 
need. 



3. Incubation:

We Reap Later
Than We Sow.

Night and day, whether the person is asleep or awake, the seed still grows, but 
the person does not know how it grows. By itself the earth produces grain. 
First the plant grows, then the head, and then all the grain in the head. 



You cannot 
rush the 
harvest. 



Ecclesiastes 11:1 
(NASB) Cast your 
bread on the 
surface of the 
waters, for you 
will find it after 

many days. 



Ecclesiastes 11:1 
(NCV) Invest what 

you have, 
because after a 

while you will get a 
return. 









God wants us to 
be fruitful. And 

yet fruitfulness is 
not instantaneous.





The Chinese 
bamboo tree 
does nothing for 
the first 4 years.
Sometime into 
the 5th year, it 
shoots up 90 
feet in 60 days. 



Would you say 
that bamboo 
tree grew in 60 
days or 5 years?



Galatians 6:9 (NCV) 
We must not become 
tired of doing good. 
We will receive our 
harvest of eternal 

life at the right time 
if we do not give 

up.



4. Intensification:

We Reap More
Than We Sow.

First the plant grows, then the head, and then all the grain in the head. 
When the grain is ready, the farmer cuts it, because this is the harvest time.



When you put a 
seed in the 
ground,

you get more
than a seed 

back. 



THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT

In chaos theory, the 
butterfly effect is “the 
sensitive dependence on 

initial conditions in 
which a small change in 
one state of a system 
can result in large 

differences in a later 
state.”



In 1972, MIT 
meteorologist Edward 
Lorenz presented a 

paper entitled 
"Predictability: Does 

the Flap of a 
Butterfly's Wings in 
Brazil Set off a 

Tornado in Texas?"



According to his 
theory, the butterfly's 
wing-flapping doesn't 

actually cause a 
tornado, but it can 

start a chain reaction 
leading to giant 

changes in world-wide 
weather patterns. 



The `Butterfly Effect” 
theory suggests that 

even tiny, 
insignificant 

movements or actions 
can produce huge 
changes that affect 
millions of people.



The Bible often 
describes a similar 
"butterfly effect" for 
the spiritual life. 



Hosea 8:7 (NCV) 
Israel’s foolish 
plans are like 

planting the wind,
but they will 

harvest a storm. 



Song of Songs 2:15 
(NCV) Catch the 
foxes for us - the 

little foxes that ruin 
the vineyards while 
they are in blossom. 



James 3:5 (TLB) So 
also the tongue is a 
small thing, but what 
enormous damage it 
can do. A great forest 
can be set on fire by 

one tiny spark. 



2 Corinthians 9:10 (TLB) 
For God, who gives seed 
to the farmer to plant, 
and later on good crops 
to harvest and eat, will 
give you more and more 
seed to plant and will 

make it grow so that you 
can give away more and 
more fruit from your 

harvest. 



Matthew 17:20 (TLB) 
… Jesus told them. 
"For if you had faith 

even as small as a tiny 
mustard seed you could 
say to this mountain, 

’Move!’ and it would go 
far away. Nothing would 

be impossible. 



“Sometimes when I 
consider what 
tremendous 

consequences come 
from little things, I am 
tempted to think there 
are no little things.”
Bruce Barton, U.S. writer 

and politician (1886-1967)





Ecclesiastes 11:1,4 (NCV) 
Invest what you have, 

because after a while you 
will get a return… 
Those who wait for 

perfect weather will never 
plant seeds; those who 
look at every cloud will 
never harvest crops. 



“If you can't feed a 
hundred people, then 

feed just one.” 

Mother Teresa.



Don’t judge each 
day by the 

harvest you reap, 
but by the seeds 
that you plant.


