
KEYS TO 

FRUITFULNESS 

IN MINISTRY 

2 Timothy 2:1-7 



Philippians 1:22 (NIV)  

If I am to go on living in the body, 

this will mean fruitful labor for me. 

Yet what shall I choose? I do not 

know! 

 



Why is it important that we be 

fruitful in our labor for the Lord? 

Based on John 15…  

• Fruitfulness pleases God. John 15:2 … 

every branch that does bear fruit (the Father) 

prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  

• Fruitfulness glorifies God. John 15:8 This 

is to my Father's glory, that you bear much 

fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.  

 



How can we be 

fruitful in serving 

God? 

 



2 Timothy Summary 

• Paul wrote this letter to inspire, challenge, and 

motivate Timothy to carry on the gospel ministry. 

• Chapters 1-2: Paul reminds Timothy of the qualities 

necessary for a faithful & fruitful servant of God. 

• Chapter 3: Paul warns Timothy of the opposition 

that he would face.  

• Chapter 4: Paul challenges Timothy to preach the 

word and to fulfill his ministry until the end. 

 



The focus of Chapter 2 is on 

ministry fruitfulness.  

• Paul uses the illustration of the farmer who had 

a successful harvest. 
2 Timothy 2:6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to 

receive a share of the crops. 

• Paul cautions on the unproductivity of 

arguments. 
2 Timothy 2:14… Warn them before God against quarreling 

about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who 

listen.  



Paul describes how a servant of God ought to 

strive to be efficient.  

2 Timothy 2:21 If a man cleanses himself from the 

latter, he will be an instrument… useful to the Master 

and prepared to do any good work. 



1. To Be A Fruitful Servant, 

Be Strong In Grace 

2 Timothy 2:1 (NIV) You then, my son, 
be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus.  

 



a) To be strong in grace, 

we need to stand firmly 

on the gospel of God’s 

grace. 

 



Grace is at the core of the gospel.  

• We are saved by grace (Eph. 2:4-5) 

• We grow in grace (2 Pet. 3:18).  

• We are motivated by grace 

(1 Cor. 15:10; 2 Cor. 9:8).  

• We are sustained by grace (2 Cor. 12:9).  

• We fix our hope completely on the grace to be 

brought to us when Jesus Christ returns.  

(Rev. 22:21). 



b) To be strong in grace we 

need to be clear on our 

standing IN Christ. 

“in Christ” means that when you trust Christ 

as your Savior, God views you as totally 

identified with Jesus Christ.  

 



c) We need to avoid the 

trap of legalism. 

 

Legalism is the attempt to be 

holy by keeping certain external 

standards without dealing with 

our heart before God. 



Grace is unmerited favour. 

In Matthew 1, 4 women were named 

in the genealogy of Jesus - Tamar, 

Rahab, Ruth, and “her who had been 

the wife of Uriah.”  

 

What was it that made these 4 

women stand out? 



Tamar 

• She slept with her father-in-law Judah.  

• She gave birth to his son.  

• She was guilty of incest. 

 



Rahab   

• She hid the Israelite spies and so they 

spared her when they destroyed the city. 

• She was a prostitute. 



Ruth  

• She came from Moab, a nation of people 

who did not believe in the one true God, 

but who worshipped idols instead. 



“she who had been the wife of Uriah.”  

• She is Bathsheba.  

• Her sin was so terrible that Matthew did not 

even mention her name.  

• She is the woman who cheated on her husband 

with king David.  

• She became pregnant by him, so David had her 

husband killed.  

• She then married the man who killed her 

husband. 



- These are individuals with a `past’. 

- Yet God use them. 

- God remember them in His Holy Book. 

- That is grace. 



“Our worst days are never so 

bad that you are beyond the 

reach of God’s grace. And 

your best days are never so 

good that you are beyond the 

need of God’s grace.”   

Jerry Bridges 



Do you have a past?  

Do you have history?  

Let the grace of God 

cover it… maybe even 

transform it. 



2. To Be A Fruitful Servant, 

We Need To Entrust The 

Truth To Other Faithful 

Believers 

2 Timothy 2:2 (NIV) And the things you have 
heard me say in the presence of many witnesses 
entrust (deposit) to reliable men who will also be 
qualified to teach others.  



a)To entrust the truth, we 

need to study the truth. 

Paul told Timothy to entrust … the things 

you have heard me say. ` 



b) To entrust the truth, we need to 

select reliable believers.  

 
entrust to reliable (faithful/trustworthy) men 
who will also be qualified to teach others  
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There are four generations listed in our 

text: Paul, Timothy, faithful men, and the 

others that they teach also.  

c) To entrust the truth, we 

need to aim at spiritual 

multiplication. 

 



“The church today is raising a whole 

generation of mules. They know how 

to sweat and to work hard but they 

don’t know how to reproduce 

themselves.” 



Am I “reproducing”?  

Or am I the end of the line? 

Who is my Paul?  

Who is my Timothy?  



3. To Be A Fruitful 

Servant, We Need To 

Endure Hardship For 

A Higher Goal 



a) We need to pay the price 

of unentangled 

commitment. 

2 Timothy 2:3-4 (NIV)  Endure hardship with us like a 

good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as a 

soldier gets involved in civilian affairs--he wants to 

please his commanding officer.  



b) We need to pay the 

price of self-discipline.  

2 Timothy 2:5 (NIV)  Similarly, if anyone 

competes as an athlete, he does not receive 

the victor's crown unless he competes 

according to the rules.  



Beware of saying, “I haven't 

time to read the Bible, or to 

pray”; say rather, “I haven't 

disciplined myself to do 

these things.”  
Oswald Chambers 



c) We need to pay the price 

of tiring work with no 

immediate payback. 

2 Timothy 2:6 (NIV) The hardworking farmer 

should be the first to receive a share of the crops.  

“hardworking” means “to toil or strive so as to 

become weary and tired.”  



Most of the time, Christian work is: 

 

- Unexciting 

- Tiring 



Warren Wiersbe writes, if Jesus Christ had 

advertised for workers, the announcement might 

have read something like this:  

“Men and women wanted for difficult task of 

helping to build My church. You will often be 

misunderstood, even by those working with you. 

You will face constant attack from an invisible 

enemy. You may not see the results of your labor, 

and your full reward will not come till after all your 

work is completed. It may cost you your home, 

your ambitions, even your life.” 



- Critically acclaimed American actor, 

director and producer.  

- Received three Golden Globe awards, 

a Tony Award and two Academy 

Awards. 

- A devout Christian. 

Denzel Hayes Washington Jr. 



• be strong in grace.   

• entrust the truth to other faithful 

believers. 

• endure hardship for a higher goal. 

To be a fruitful Christian, we 

need to: 


