
BAD DECISIONS 
Joshua 9 



You can learn a lot from your 

bad decisions if you are not too 

busy denying them. 



Everyone makes bad decisions.  

 

- Joseph 

- David 

- Jonah 

- Peter 



How do we live with our bad 

decisions? 



3 possible consequences if we do not learn to 

handle our mistakes well: 

 

- We may repeat our mistakes and as a 

result, continue to suffer its consequences. 

- We may make more bad decisions to 

cover up our mistakes. 

- We may end up imprisoned by feelings of 

regret, self-condemnation, insecurity and 

despair. 



How do we live with our bad 

decisions? 



Summary of Joshua 9 

a. Attempts To Defeat The Israelites  (vv. 1-4) 

 
- Many kingdoms west of Jordan band together 

to defeat Israel.  

 

- One such people were the Gibeonites who 

decided to fool the Israelites into thinking that 

they were from a faraway land because they 

knew that those inside were certainly marked for 

death. 



b. Joshua Making A Mistake (vv. 5-15) 

- The Gibeonites came dressed in shabby clothes 

as a disguise.  

- They approached Joshua as if they were weak, 

harmless, and seeking a covenant with Israel.  

- Joshua believed the Gibeonites. He agreed to 

the terms of the treaty which stated that Israel 

would never attack the Gibeonites.  

- The decision turned out to be a mistake 

because Joshua did not seek the Lord regarding 

the matter. 



c. The Gibeonites’ Scam Exposed (vv. 16-27) 

 

- The deceptive plot was discovered by the 

Israelites, but because of the covenant made with 

the Gibeonites before God, they had to let them live 

or face the wrath of the Lord.  

 

- The people of Canaan did not go unpunished 

however. Joshua made the Gibeonites serve out 

their days as slaves to the Israelites. 



1. To minimize bad decisions, 

always seek the Lord first before 

deciding. 
 

Joshua 9:14-15 (NIV) The men of Israel sampled 

(the Gibeonites’) provisions but did not inquire 

of the Lord. Then Joshua made a treaty of peace 

with them to let them live, and the leaders of the 

assembly ratified it by oath. 



Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And 

do not lean on your own understanding. In 

all your ways acknowledge Him, And He 

will make your paths straight. Do not be 

wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and 

turn away from evil.  

 
Proverbs 3:5-7 



Proverbs 20:25 NIV  

 

“It is a trap to dedicate something 

rashly and only later to consider 

one’s vows”  



“…as pastor of a church with 1,200 believers, 

great has been my care. Besides, I have had 

charge of 5 immense orphanages; also, at my 

publishing depot, the printing and circulating of 

millions of tracts, books, and Bibles; but I have 

always made it a rule never to begin work until I 

have had a good season with God and His Word. 

The blessing I have received has been wonderful.”  

 

George Mueller 



Andrew Bonar had three rules: 

 

- Not to speak to any man before speaking 

to Jesus; 

- Not to do anything with his hands until he 

had been on his knees; 

- Not to read the papers until he had read 

his Bible. 



We can’t pray right 

and live wrong. 



2. In the event of a bad 

decision, act with integrity. 
 

Joshua 9:16-18 (NIV) Three days after they made the 

treaty with the Gibeonites, the Israelites heard that they 

were neighbors, living near them. So the Israelites set out 

and on the third day came to their cities: Gibeon, 

Kephirah, Beeroth and Kiriath Jearim. But the Israelites 

did not attack them, because the leaders of the assembly 

had sworn an oath to them by the Lord, the God of Israel.  



Psalms 15:1,4b (NIV) Lord, who 

may dwell in your sanctuary? 

Who may live on your holy hill? … 

(he) who keeps his oath even 

when it hurts… 



Lewis Smeades  

  

“Somewhere people still make and keep 

promises. They choose not to quit when the 

going gets rough because they promised to 

see it through… I want to say to you that if 

you have a ship you will not desert, if you 

have people you will not forsake, if you 

have causes you will not abandon, then you 

are like God.” 



LEGENDARY RETURN POLICY 

“100% satisfaction guarantee” 

Any LL Bean-made item can be returned with no time limit 

or proof of purchase, as long as you make it clear you are 

somehow dissatisfied with how the product has held up. 



When we keep our integrity 

intact, we can always move 

forward with grace. 



3.Believe that God can make something 

beautiful out of our bad decisions.  

Joshua 9:22-23,27 (NIV) Then Joshua summoned the 

Gibeonites and said, "Why did you deceive us by saying, 

'We live a long way from you,' while actually you live near 

us? You are now under a curse: You will never cease to 

serve as woodcutters and water carriers for the house of 

my God."… That day he made the Gibeonites woodcutters 

and water carriers for the community and for the altar of the 

Lord at the place the Lord would choose. And that is what 

they are to this day. 



Bible history shows that in His sovereign 

providence God blessed the Gibeonites: 

 

- Gibeon was the place where God made the sun 

stands still during the war between the Israelites 

and the Amorites (Joshua 10). 

 

- When the land was divided at the end of Joshua’s 

conquest, Gibeon was one of the cities that was 

given to the line of Aaron.  (Joshua 21:17) 



- About 400 years later, David put the tabernacle at 

Gibeon. (1 Chron. 21:29) 

 

- At least one of David’s military advisors, his 

mighty men, was a Gibeonite. (1 Chron. 12:4) 

 

- In his writings after the captivity Ezra tells us, as 

temple servants, the Gibeonites  were an important 

part of the Lord’s people (Ezra 2,7,8). Nehemiah 

says that there were Gibeonites involved in the 

rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem (Neh. 3:7) 



Romans 8:28 (NIV) And we know 

that in all things God works for the 

good of those who love him, who 

have been called according to his 

purpose.  



- God is actively at work in your 

life. 

- We must not judge the end by 

the beginning. 

- God’s good and our good may 

be different. Anything that makes 

us more like Jesus is good for us 



Warren Wiersbe  

 

“No mistake is final for the dedicated 

Christian. God can use even our 

blunders to accomplish His purposes.” 



“God's forgiveness and power are able 

to make a beautiful painting from the 

blotches we hand him.” 
 
Erwin Lutzer in Making the Best of a Bad Decision 



3 ways God can turn our mistakes 

into masterpieces. 

1. Let mistakes push us to GROW 

in prayer. 

2. Let mistakes move us to SHOW 

God’s glory. 

3. Let mistakes point others to 

KNOW God better. 



“We serve a gracious Master 

who knows how to overrule 

even our mistakes to His glory 

and our own advantage."  
John Newton 



- John Newton is ‘the master of 

mistakes.’ 

- Grew up in a Christian home. 

- Chose to abandon his faith. 

- Strayed away from God. 

- Indulged in all imaginable vices. 

- Became a slave trader. 



- Out of Newton’s mistakes, God birthed the 

most famous and moving song the world 

has ever known: Amazing Grace. 

- Out of Newton’s mistakes, God used his 

eyewitness testimony in Parliament to help 

put an end to the slave trade. 

- Out of Newton’s mistakes, millions of lives 

have been touched and blessed. 



John Newton’s tombstone is inscribed 

with these words:  

“Once an infidel and libertine ... by the 

rich mercy of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ preserved, restored, 

pardoned, and appointed to preach the 

faith he had long labored to destroy.” 



In the hands of a loving and 

powerful God, even mistakes 

can be made beautiful.  


