
PREPARATION 

FOR 

VICTORY 

Joshua 5 



Are you ready for what God 

has in store for you in 2017?  



Chapter 1: Divine Commission of 

Joshua & The Mobilizing Of Israel  

Chapter 2: Dispatching of Spies to 

Jericho  

Chapter 3: Crossing the Jordan  

Chapter 4: Raising a Memorial  

Chapter 5: Consecrating the People 



1. THE RENEWING OF THE LORD’S 

COVENANT: THE CALL TO 

CIRCUMCISION (vv.1-8)  

 
 

• All the men in the Israelite camp are to be circumcised.  

• They must renew their covenant with the Lord before 

they enter Canaan.  

• They are a `marked’ people and they belonged to the true 

and living God. 

• This meant that they were under obligation to obey Him.  



Consecration 

must precede 

conquest.  



Rededicate your lives & stay 

committed to God.  
 
Colossians 3:1-2,5,12  

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set 

your hearts on things above, where Christ is 

seated at the right hand of God… 



Be who you are in Christ. 
 
“By faith Moses, when he had grown up, 

refused to be known as the son of 

Pharaoh’s daughter. He chose to be 

mistreated along with the people of God 

rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures 

of sin.” (Hebrews 11:24-25) 



2. THE REMOVAL OF THE LORD’S 

CONDEMNATION 
 

Joshua 5:9  

Then the Lord said to Joshua, "Today I 

have rolled away the reproach of Egypt 

from you." So the place has been called 

Gilgal to this day. 



When we place our faith 

in Jesus Christ, our past 

is not an issue any 

longer. 



Isaiah 43:25 I, even I, am he 

who blots out your 

transgressions, for my own 

sake, and remembers your 

sins no more. 



Move forward with God’s 

forgiveness. 
 
Proverbs 4:25-27 (TEV) Look straight ahead 

with honest confidence; don't hang your 

head in shame 



Eleanor Roosevelt –  

"I never waste time 

with regrets." 



Why is it essential to work on moving past 

self-condemnation? 

 

- It prevents us from pursuing a healthy 

relationship with God. 

- It can stop us from being an example to 

others. 

- It contradicts our theology of God’s 

mercy, regeneration and redemption. 



How do we manage self-

condemnation? 

 

`But God’ or `But 

Christ’ 



I was spiritually dead in my sin… 

 

but God has made me spiritually 

alive. (Ephesians 2:4). 



I fail to keep God’s righteous 

commandments… 

 

but God has given me the Holy 

Spirit to help me. (John 14:15–18). 



I cannot live the Christian life by 

self-effort… 

 

but Christ lives in me and so, I live 

by faith, not self-effort.  

(Galatians 2:20). 



There are things I will not be good 

at… 

 

but God has created me to serve 

Him in my own unique ways. 

(Ephesians 2:10). 





3. THE REMINDER OF THE LORD’S 

COMMITMENT: THE 

CELEBRATION OF THE 

PASSOVER  
Joshua 5:10-12 On the evening of the fourteenth 

day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the 

plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the 

Passover.  



The day after the Passover, that very 

day, they ate some of the produce of 

the land: unleavened bread and 

roasted grain. The manna stopped the 

day after they ate this food from the 

land; there was no longer any manna 

for the Israelites, but that year they ate 

of the produce of Canaan.  



What is the significance of celebrating 

the Passover at this time? 

 

The Israelites are to remember the 

things God did for them in bringing 

them out of Egypt and in providing for 

them along the way. 



Remember God’s past 

faithfulness.  
 

Psalms 42:4 These things I remember as I 

pour out my soul: how I used to go with the 

multitude, leading the procession to the 

house of God, with shouts of joy and 

thanksgiving among the festive throng. 



4. THE REVELATION OF THE 

COMMANDER OF THE LORD’S 

ARMY  
 

Joshua 5:13-15  

Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up 

and saw a man standing in front of him with a 

drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him 

and asked, "Are you for us or for our enemies?" 



Joshua 5:13-15  

"Neither," he replied, "but as commander of the 

army of the Lord I have now come." Then Joshua 

fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and 

asked him, "What message does my Lord have 

for his servant?"  The commander of the Lord's 

army replied, "Take off your sandals, for the place 

where you are standing is holy." And Joshua did 

so.  



Before we can have the victory, 

we must acknowledge that God is 

in control. 

 
Job 12:10 In His hand is the life of 

every creature and the breath of all 

mankind.  



Depend on God in your 

battles. 
 

Psalms 46:10 "Be still, and know 

that I am God; I will be exalted 

among the nations, I will be 

exalted in the earth."  



John 15:5 says “Apart 

from me, you can do 

nothing.”  



Charles Spurgeon:  

 

Think yourselves nothing, for you are 

nothing, and live by God’s help. The way to 

grow strong in Christ is to become weak in 

yourself. God pours no power into man’s 

heart till man’s power is all poured out. 

Live, then, daily, a life of dependence on the 

grace of God. 



- Rededicate your life & stay 

committed to God. 

- Move forward with God’s 

forgiveness. 

- Remember God’s past 

faithfulness.  

- Depend on God for the victory. 



James Hudson Taylor – “3 ways to plan your life:” 

 
"One is to make the best plans we can, and carry 

them out to the best of our ability...or, having 

carefully laid our plans and determined to carry 

them through, we may ask God to help us, and to 

prosper us in connection with them. Yet another 

way of working is to begin with God; to ask His 

plans, and to offer ourselves to Him to carry out 

His purposes."  



Consider the Direction of 

Your Life 

 “Consider your ways!” (Haggai 1:5)  



10 Questions To Ask At The Start 

Of The New Year 

 

What’s one thing you could do this 

year to increase your enjoyment of 

God? 



What’s the most humanly 

impossible thing you will ask God 

to do this year? 



What’s the single most important 

thing you could do to improve the 

quality of your family life this 

year? 



In which spiritual discipline do you 

most want to make progress this 

year, and what will you do about 

it? 



What is the single biggest time-

waster in your life, and what will 

you do about it this year? 



What is the most helpful new way 

you could strengthen your 

church? 



For whose salvation will you pray 

most fervently this year? 



What’s the most important way 

you will, by God’s grace, try to 

make this year different from last 

year? 



What one thing could you do to 

improve your prayer life this year? 



What single thing that you plan to 

do this year will matter most in ten 

years? In eternity? 


