


Two themes.  
1. Model of saving faith - God’s 

mercy to save and transform the 
most unlikely of sinners 
 

2. God chooses very plain and 
ordinary people, draws them to 
himself, and then honors them 
with ministry responsibility. 



First theme – transformation of identity. 

Disadvantages of Rahab 

First, Rahab is a Canaanite - doomed 
 
Second, Rahab is a woman - depraved 
 
Third, Rahab is a prostitute - condemned 



First theme – transformation of identity. 

Disadvantages of Rahab 

1 Corinthians 1:27-29 
27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise; God chose the weak things of 
the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the 
lowly things of this world and the despised 
things—and the things that are not—to nullify the 
things that are, 29 so that no one may boast 
before him. 



The Nature of Rahab’s Faith  

a) she heard a testimony about Yahweh – His 
mighty acts of salvation for His people  

b) she formed a conviction about Yahweh – He 
alone is the true God of heaven above and earth 
below  

c) she sought refuge in Yahweh – she saw her 
desperate need and sought safety from the Lord’s 
coming judgment  

Rahab justified as a woman of faith “And in the same way 
was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works, when she 
received the messengers and sent them out by another 
way? For just as the body with the spirit is dead, so also 
faith without works is dead.” James 2:25-26  



1 Rahab’s confession of faith v8-14 

• Hearing is not enough v10 
• What separated Rahab from the rest of 

the people of Jericho?  

Her faith was unusual 

2:11 When we heard of it, our hearts 
melted in fear and everyone’s courage 
failed because of you, for 
the LORD your God is God in heaven 
above and on the earth below. 



2 Rahab’s faith was  by 
her courage and obedience  

Proven by her action 
- Protected the spies 
- Helped them escaped safely 

- She was spared from  
doomed and destruction 
 

- The scarlet cord made the difference 
(the blood of Jesus made the difference) 



Hebrews 11:6 
6 But without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes to God must 
believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

2 Rahab’s faith was demo by 
her courage and obedience  



Rahab’s conversion – Reward of her faith 

Joshua 6:25 
25 And Joshua spared Rahab the harlot, her 
father’s household, and all that she had. So 
she dwells in Israel to this day, because she 
hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to 
spy out Jericho. 

New identity, new faith, new community 



Matthew 1:5 
5 Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot 
Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse… 

Note :  
• She’s in the genealogy of Jesus.  
• Here’s the first time Rahab is not called a harlot 
• From the hall of shame to the hall of fame 

Rahab’s conversion – Reward of her faith 

New identity, new faith, new community 



• Hebrews 11:31  
• James 2:21,25 

Rahab was mentioned again in… 

What’s the significance of Rahab written in these two 
places of the NT?  

Rahab’s conversion – Reward of her faith 

New identity, new faith, new community 


