






Philippians 3:1-11 (NIV) 

1  Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no 

trouble for me to write the same things to you again, 

and it is a safeguard for you.  
2  Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, 

those mutilators of the flesh.  
3  For it is we who are the circumcision, we who 

worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ 

Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh–  

 



Philippians 3:1-11 (NIV) 

4  though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If 

anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence 

in the flesh, I have more:  
5  circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of 

Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; 

in regard to the law, a Pharisee;  
6  as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic 

righteousness, faultless.  

 



Philippians 3:1-11 (NIV) 

7  But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss 

for the sake of Christ.  
8  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared 

to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus 

my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 

consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ  
9  and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 

my own that comes from the law, but that which is 

through faith in Christ--the righteousness that comes 

from God and is by faith.  



Philippians 3:1-11 (NIV) 

10  I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his 

sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  
11  and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from 

the dead.  

 



OUTLINE 

• Philippians 3:1 – Introduction 

• Philippians 3:2-6 – Judaizers – “You Must Be 

Circumcised” 

• Philippians 3:7-11 – Paul – “I Must Have 

Christ” 

 



Philippians 3:1-11 



I.  INTRODUCTION   
3:1 



Philippians 3:1 (NIV) 1  Finally, my brothers, 
rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to 
write the same things to you again, and it is a 
safeguard for you.  

 

Rejoice/Joy – repeated 16 times in the epistle of 
Philippians 

 

Repeat in order to protect 

 



II. JUDAIZERS –                                             
“YOU MUST BE CIRCUMCISED” 
3:2-6 



A. Circumcision in the Flesh   3:2 

Philippians 3:2 (NIV) 2  Watch out for those dogs, 

those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh. 

  

Mutilate – to injure, disfigure or make imperfect by 

removing or irreparably damaging parts.  

  

Judaizers = Dogs, Evil Doers, Mutilators 

 



B. Circumcision of the Heart  3:3 

Philippians 3:3 (NIV) 3  For it is we who are the 
circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of 
God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no 
confidence in the flesh-- 

  

1. Worship by the Spirit (John 4:19-24) 

2. Glory in Christ Jesus (Eph 2:8-9) 

3. Put no confidence in the flesh (Rom 7:18) 

 



C. Paul’s Fleshly Credentials  3:4-6 

Philippians 3:4-5 (NIV) 4  though I myself have 

reasons for such confidence. If anyone else thinks he 

has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have 

more: 5  circumcised on the eighth day, of the people 

of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 

Hebrews;  
  

1. Paul’s Heritage – Hebrew of Hebrews 3:5a 

 

 



C. Paul’s Fleshly Credentials  3:4-6 

 1. Paul’s Heritage – Hebrew of Hebrews 3:5a 

 

Philippians 3:5-6 (NIV)  5  … in regard to the law, a 

Pharisee; 6  as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for 

legalistic righteousness, faultless.  
  

2. Paul’s Achievements 3:5b-6 
 

Do you base your righteousness on your 
deeds/flesh/keeping the law? 

 



III. PAUL – I MUST 
HAVE CHRIST 
3:7-11 



A. Christ Is So Much Better Than 
Circumcision  3:7-8 

Philippians 3:7-8 (NIV) 7  But whatever was to my 

profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  
8  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared 

to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus 

my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 

consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ. 
 

How precious is Jesus to you? 

• Are you will to lose all things for the sake of Christ? 

• Can you rejoice when you lose all things? 



Matthew 13:44 (NIV) 

44  "The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field. When a man 
found it, he hid it again, and then in his 

joy went and sold all he had and 
bought that field.  

  



Luke 1:46-47 (NIV) 

46  And Mary said: "My soul glorifies 
the Lord 47  and my spirit rejoices in 

God my Savior,  

 

 



B. Righteousness Through Faith In 
Christ  3:9 

Philippians 3:9 (NIV) 9  and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ--the righteousness that comes from God 
and is by faith. 



C. I Want To Know Christ  3:10-11 

Philippians 3:10-11 (NIV) 10  I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, 11  and so, somehow, to 
attain to the resurrection from the dead. 



C. I Want To Know Christ  3:10-11 

1.  I Want To Know Christ Intimately 

a. I want to know the Power of His Resurrection 

Ephesians 1:19-21 (NIV) 19  and his incomparably 

great power for us who believe. That power is like 

the working of his mighty strength, 20  which he 

exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead 

and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

realms, 21  far above all rule and authority, power and 

dominion, and every title that can be given, not only 

in the present age but also in the one to come. 



C. I Want To Know Christ  3:10-11 

1.  I Want To Know Christ Intimately 

a. I want to know the Power of His Resurrection   

Acts 19:11-12 (NIV) 11  God did 
extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12  so 
that even handkerchiefs and aprons that 
had touched him were taken to the sick, and 
their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits 
left them.  



C. I Want To Know Christ  3:10-11 

b. I want to know the Fellowship of His Sufferings 

Not because he wants to suffer but He wants to be 
Perfect! 

 James 1:2-4 (NIV) 2  Consider it pure joy, my 
brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,  
3  because you know that the testing of your faith 
develops perseverance.  
4  Perseverance must finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything 



C. I Want To Know Christ  3:10-11 

b. I want to know the Fellowship of His Sufferings 

Not because he wants to suffer but He wants to be 
Perfect! 

2 Corinthians 12:10 (NIV) 10  That is why, for 
Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, 
in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong.  
 



C. I Want To Know Christ  3:10-11 
b. I want to know the Fellowship of His Sufferings 

Not because he wants to suffer but He wants to be 
Perfect! 

Philippians 4:11-13 (NIV) 11  I am not saying this 

because I am in need, for I have learned to be content 

whatever the circumstances. 12  I know what it is to be 

in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have 

learned the secret of being content in any and every 

situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 

plenty or in want. 13  I can do everything through him 

who gives me strength.  

Philippians 4:12(MSG) 12  I'm just as happy with 
little as with much, with much as with little. I've 
found the recipe for being happy whether full or 
hungry, hands full or hands empty.  
 



C. I Want To Know Christ  3:10-11 

2. I Want To Be Like Christ Totally 

Philippians 3:10-11 (NIV) 10… becoming like him in 
his death, 11  and so, somehow, to attain to the 
resurrection from the dead. 
  

In His Death – Character of Christ – Fruit of the 
Spirit 
  

In His Resurrection – Power of Christ – Gifts of the 
Spirit 

  



C. I Want To Know Christ  3:10-11 

2. I Want To Be Like Christ Totally 

In His Death – Character of Christ – Fruit of the Spirit 

 In His Resurrection – Power of Christ – Gifts of the Spirit 
  

Galatians 2:20 (NIV) 20  I have been crucified with 
Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 
life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me. 

  



C. I Want To Know Christ  3:10-11 

2. I Want To Be Like Christ Totally 

In His Death – Character of Christ – Fruit of the Spirit 

 In His Resurrection – Power of Christ – Gifts of the Spirit 
  

2 Corinthians 4:10-11 (NIV) 10  We always carry 
around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the 
life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.  
11  For we who are alive are always being given over 
to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be 
revealed in our mortal body.  
 



C. I Want To Know Christ  3:10-11 

1. I Want To Know Christ Intimately 

a. I want to know the Power of His Resurrection 

b. I want to know the Fellowship of His 
Sufferings 

  

2. I Want To Be Like Christ Totally 

In His Death – Character of Christ – Fruit of the 
Spirit 

In His Resurrection – Power of Christ – Gifts of 
the Spirit 



CONCLUSION 



Salvation does not come from the law but 
through faith in Christ 

 

Philippians 3:9 (NIV) 9  and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ--the righteousness that comes from God 
and is by faith.  
 



Is Christ Worthy? 

• What will you give up for Him? 



Do You Know Christ Intimately? 

To be like Christ, you need to “know” Christ. 

 

• What is God saying to me? 

• What am I doing about it? 


