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MINISTRY OF HELPS 



“Ministry of Reconciliation” 



Matt 16:13-20 
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples,“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.” 
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this 
was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in 
heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples 
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 



SON OF MAN: Earthly Recognition 
 

Matt 16:13 Mark 8:27 Luke 9:18 

“Who do 

people say 

the Son of 

Man is?” 

“Who do 

people say I 

am?” 

“Who do the 

crowds say I 

am” 



SON OF MAN 
Messianic Significance    

Dan. 7:13 “In my vision at night I looked, 

and there before me was one like a son of 

man, coming with the clouds of 

heaven. He approached the Ancient of 

Days and was led into his presence.” 



SON OF MAN 

Emphasizes his humanity  

Expresses his humility   

Exalts his Messiahship 
(perhaps intentionally NOT to upset 

the authorities) 



SON OF GOD: Heavenly Revelation 

Matt 16:16 Mk 8:29b Lk 9:20 

Simon Peter 

answered, “You 

are the Messiah, 

the Son of the 

living God.” 

Peter 

answered, 

“You are the 

Messiah.” 

Peter 

answered, 

“God’s 

Messiah.” 



Divinity of Jesus 

 There can be no doubt that Jesus is 

divine 

 It is because of His grace and His 

initiatives that we can recognize His 

divinity 

 “by GRACE through FAITH” (Eph. 2:8-9) 



CHRIST/Messiah: Critical 
Reflection 

Matt 16:20 Mk 8:30 Luke  

Then he ordered 

his disciples not 

to tell 

anyone that he 

was the 

Messiah.  

Jesus warned 

them not to 

tell anyone 

about him. 

No 

warning. 



Divine-Human CHRIST 

 Easier to accept Jesus as EITHER human 

(by reason) or divine (by faith) 

 Peter was praised for declaring Jesus as 

the Son of God. 

 But, was rebuked for refusing to accept that 

Jesus was human. 

 He can only be the Savior when He is both 

HUMAN & DIVINE. 



The Nathaniel Episode 

49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are 

the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” 
50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you 

(singular) I saw you under the fig tree. You will 

see greater things than that.” 

 51 He then added (to him), “Very truly I tell you 

(plural), you (plural) will see ‘heaven open, and 

the angels of God ascending and 

descending on the Son of Man.” 



JACOB’S DREAM 

GEN 28:10-22 

He (Jacob) had a 

dream in which he saw 

a stairway resting on 

the earth, with its top 

reaching to heaven, 

and the angels of God 

were ascending and 

descending on it. 



A Mathematical Model/Presentation 

Co-existent Issues  
Like Mathematical Theory 
of Parallel Lines 

 
Sovereignty of God 

Freewill of Man 
 

“Theology 
from below”   

“Theology 
from above” 



Like Paul, we all live in this tension  
(Phil 1:21-24) 

21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I 

am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful 

labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not 

know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to 

depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but 

it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body.  

HEAVEN 

EARTH 



Resolution in INFINITY/ETERNITY 

In mathematical theory, parallel 
lines meet only INFINITY.  
This theological tension will be 
resolved in ETERNITY. 

HEAVEN  

EARTH  



Christ (Son of God, Son of Man, Messiah) 
on earth was the “Ladder.” 

HEAVEN  

EARTH  



Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our debts,  

 as we also have forgiven our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from the evil one. 

For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory forever. Amen 

Connection 

between heaven 

and earth 



Reconciling Heaven and Earth 
2Cor 5:17-19 

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the 
new is here!  
18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation:  
19 that God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins 
against them. And he has committed to us 
the message of reconciliation.  



HEAVEN  

EARTH  

Today, the Church on earth is the LADDER  
living in the tension between heaven and earth. 



1. Jesus is the Lord of BOTH Heaven & Earth. We have 

the keys of authority which Jesus delegated to us.  

2. Jesus on earth was the Ladder between Heaven & 

Earth. We now have a two-way access between 

Heaven & Earth. We are that Ladder today. 

3. Our family, school, company, neighborhood, country, 

etc. have hope BECAUSE the Church is using the Keys 

of the Kingdom and when there is “ascending and 

descending” between Heaven & Earth.  

CONCLUSION: KEYS & LADDER  





 



爸爸在医院洗礼 



Father’s Baptism in the 
Hospital 



爸爸在医院洗礼 



Father’s Baptism in the 
Hospital 



 


