
Genuine Love 
Drawing Principles from 

Romans 12:9-21 



Romans 12:9-21 (NIV) 

• Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to 

one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in 

zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in 

affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. 

Practice hospitality. 

• 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who 

rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not 

be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be 

conceited. 

• 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 

everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 

everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s 

wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the 

contrary: 

• “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 

• 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 



Genuine Love for the Family of God  

(It Begins At Home) 

• Paul moves from his 

description of believers 

as the body of Christ in 

verses 3-8 to the 

metaphor of believers 

as the family of God in 

verse 10.  



Two Greek Words 

• Philostorgoi = 

natural affection as 

shared between 

parents and 
children. Our love 

for one another as 

believers should be 

that natural. 

• Philadelphia = 

“brotherly or sisterly 
love” . 



Nine Ways to Show Love to Brothers 
and Sisters in Christ 



One 
• First, “in honor preferring 

one another” which 

means we are to 

consider our brothers 

and sisters in Christ to be 

more worthy than 

ourselves. 



Two 
• Second, in verse 11, 

“Not slothful in 

business” which 
means we are not to 

be lazy in our duties 

to one another. 



Three 
• Third, “fervent in spirit” 

which literally means to 

have spirits which are 

boiling over. This 

happens when we our 

spirits are inflamed by 

the Holy Spirit. 



Four 
• Fourth, “serving the 

Lord” meaning we 
are to be in 

submission to the 

Lordship of Jesus 

Christ. 



Five 

• Fifth, in verse 

12, “rejoicing 

in hope” 



Six 
• Sixth, “patient in 

tribulation” meaning 

that when persecuted 

we are to endure, not 

passively set by but 

actively to persevere. 



Seven 
• Seventh, “continuing 

instant in prayer” 
carries the idea of 

urgency and 

steadfastness in 

prayer. 



Eight 

• Eighth, in verse 13, 

“distributing to the 

needs of the saints” 

uses the verb form 

of the word 

koinonia to denote 

the fellowship or 

sharing in each 

other’s needs. 



Nine 
• Ninth, “given to 

hospitality” which 

involves sharing of 

one’s home and 

resources. 



“rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with 

those who weep.” 
• 1 Corinthians 12:25-27 

• so that there should be no 

division in the body, but that its 

parts should have equal 

concern for each other. 26 If one 

part suffers, every part suffers 

with it; if one part is honored, 

every part rejoices with it. 

• 27 Now you are the body of 

Christ, and each one of you is a 

part of it. 



Genuine Love to Humanity in General  

(It is to “Whosoever”) 

• The first way in 

which love is to 

be shown to our 

fellow human 

beings is that we 
are to bless 

those who 

persecute us!  



Luke 6:27-36 (NIV) 
• But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to 

those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those 
who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to 
them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold 
your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if 
anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do 
to others as you would have them do to you. 

• 32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those 
who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do 
that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect 
repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, 
expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good 
to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything 
back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of 
the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 
36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 



Genuine Love to an Enemy 

(Love those who Hate us) 

• This proves whether or not 

your love is genuine. It’s 

easy to pretend to love 

when everyone loves you, 

but what about when 

someone hates you and 

persecutes you. 



“repay no one evil for evil” 

• Others are watching 

how we are responding 

to the evil that is being 

done to us! 

• We can’t control others 

actions and reactions, 

but we can control our 

own. 



“don’t avenge yourselves!” 

• We are not to take 
vengeance for evil done 
toward us into our own 
hands! Instead we are to 
“give place to wrath” 
which means we are to 
get out of the way and 
allow God to bring 
judgment. In other words, 
“Let go and let God!” 



Heaping Coals 
• James Denney wrote, “The 

meaning of ‘heaping burning 

coals on a person’s head’ is 

hardly open to doubt. It must 
refer to the burning pain of 

shame and remorse which 

that person feels whose 
hostility is repaid by love. This is 

the only kind of vengeance 

the Christian is at liberty to 

contemplate.” 



Romans 2:4 
• Or do you show 

contempt for the riches 

of his kindness, 

forbearance and 

patience, not realizing 

that God’s kindness is 

intended to lead you to 

repentance? 



The Cross 
• The cross represents the 

greatest manifestation of the 
hatred in the heart of human 
beings toward God and at the 
same time the greatest 
manifestation of the love in the 
heart of God toward people. 
That very spear which pierced 
the Savior’s side drew forth the 
blood that saves” (Phillips, 
John. Exploring Romans. p. 
211). 



Is your love genuine? 


