
Faith Opens Our Eyes (Ps Clement Wong, 2 Kings 6:11-18) 
 
2 Kings 6:11-18 
11 Now the heart of the king of Aram (Syria) was enraged (greatly troubled) over this thing. He 
called his servants and said to them, “Will you not tell me which of us is helping the king of 
Israel?” 12 One of his servants said, “None [of us is helping him], my lord, O king; but Elisha, the 
prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.” 13 
So he said, “Go and see where he is, so that I may send [men] and seize him.” And he was told, 
“He is in Dothan.” 14 So he sent horses and chariots and a powerful army there. They came by 
night and surrounded the city. 

15 The servant of the man of God got up early and went out, and behold, there was an army 
with horses and chariots encircling the city. Elisha’s servant said to him, “Oh no, my master! 
What are we to do?” 16 Elisha answered, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more 
than those who are with them.” 17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “Lord, please, open his eyes 
that he may see.” And the Lord opened the servants eyes and he saw; and behold, the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire surrounding Elisha. 18 When the Arameans 
came down to him, Elisha prayed to the Lord and said, “Please strike this people (nation) with 
[a]blindness.” And God struck them with blindness, in accordance with Elisha’s request. 

Intro: 
1. Syrian King was upset because his plans (to go to war with Israel) were foiled. 
2. The secrets of the enemy were made known to Elisha by God. 
3. He sent a great army to kill one man. 
4. Elisha: Those who are for us are more than those who are against us (it looks insane 

cause the servant only saw 2 of them (Elisha and himself) 
5. “Opened his eyes” → and he saw that the army of the Lord surrounded and struck the 

Syrian army 
a. If you are seeing discouragement, despair, hopelessness: the eyes of faith will 

cause you to see what God wants you to see 
 
Body: 
3 hindrances why we cannot see what God wants us to see 

1. We cannot see because we are caught in the small little problems 
a. Genesis 13:5-17 5 But Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and 

tents. 6 Now the land was not able to support them [that is, sustain all their 
grazing and water needs] while they lived near one another, for their possessions 
were too great for them to stay together. 7 And there was strife and quarreling 
between the herdsmen of Abram’s cattle and the herdsmen of Lot’s cattle. Now 
the Canaanite and the Perizzite were living in the land at that same time [making 
grazing of the livestock difficult]. 8 So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no 
strife and disagreement between you and me, nor between your herdsmen and 
my herdsmen, because we are relatives. 9 Is not the entire land before you? 
Please separate [yourself] from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; 
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or if you choose the right, then I will go to the left.” 10 So Lot looked and saw that 
the valley of the Jordan was well watered everywhere—this was before the Lord 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah; [it was all] like the garden of the Lord, like the 
land of Egypt, as you go to Zoar [at the south end of the Dead Sea]. 11 Then Lot 
chose for himself all the valley of the Jordan, and he traveled east. So they 
separated from each other. 12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan, and Lot 
settled in the cities of the valley and camped as far as Sodom and lived there. 13 
But the men of Sodom were extremely wicked and sinful against the Lord 
[unashamed in their open sin before Him]. 14 The Lord said to Abram, after Lot 
had left him, “Now lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are 
standing, northward and southward and eastward and westward; 15 for all the 
land which you see I will give to you and to your descendants forever. 16 I will 
make your descendants [as numerous] as the dust of the earth, so that if a man 
could count the [grains of] dust of the earth, then your descendants could also be 
counted. 17 Arise, walk (make a thorough reconnaissance) around in the land, 
through its length and its width, for I will give it to you.” 

b. Abraham gave Lot the first preference (v9) → he did not bicker or became upset 
with Lot (his nephew) 

i. Abraham did not complain / He was not bothered by these small little 
things 

c. As long as you are caught in the little things (arguments, problems) that cause 
you to be discouraged/ harbour unforgiveness → God cannot open your eyes to 
see the bigger picture 

i. Because all you see are problems and more problems 
d. Eagle Christian vs Chicken Christian 

i. Eagle: soar above the problems 
ii. Chicken: a lot of energy used but yield little results (when trouble comes) 

 

Summary:  
The livestock of both Abraham and Lot grew, and there wasn’t sufficient supply of food & 
water. This caused strife between the herdsmen on both sides. Abraham decided that it 
wasn’t worth it bickering over this “minor” issue, and provided a solution to this. It is all the 
more significant that Abraham as the uncle didn’t enforce his positional power on Lot, his 
nephew. 
 
As long as you choose to be caught up with every single problem, big or small, God can’t 
open your eyes to His bigger picture. 
 
Chicken Christian or Eagle Christian? Do we face/see things from the perspective of an eagle 
(on higher ground, soaring above stormy clouds) or a chicken (on lower ground, full of energy 
but heavily affected by all that happens on the ground)? 

 
 



2. God cannot open our eyes because we have negative thoughts 
a. Numbers 13:26-33 26 they came to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation 

of the sons of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran at Kadesh, and brought back 
word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the land’s fruit. 27 
They reported to Moses and said, “We went in to the land where you sent us; and 
it certainly does [a]flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 But the people 
who live in the land are strong, and the cities are [b]fortified (walled) and very 
large; moreover, we saw there the descendants of Anak [people of great stature 
and courage]. 29 [The people descended from] Amalek live in the land of the 
Negev (South country); the Hittite, the Jebusite, and the Amorite live in the hill 
country; and the Canaanites live by the [Dead] Sea and along the side of the 
Jordan.” 30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go 
up at once and take possession of it; for we will certainly conquer it.” 31 But the 
men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the 
people [of Canaan], for they are too strong for us.” 32 So they gave the Israelites 
a bad report about the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land through 
which we went, in spying it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants. And all the 
people that we saw in it are men of great stature. 33 There we saw the Nephilim 
(the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim (giants)); and we were like 
grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.” 

b. All 12 spies saw the same thing, experience the same thing → yet why is it that 
there were 2 different testimonies/opinions? 

i. Joshua and Caleb: Confident to take the land because God will give them 
the power and authority to take the land 

ii. The other 10: Saw only the problems  
c. There was nothing wrong with what they saw (they saw the same thing), the 

problem was with their interpretation of what they saw 
i. Half empty vs half full 

d. Don’t give excuses on how things cannot be done. If you are given a challenge, 
think about what things can be done. 

i. Instead of focusing on the enemies and the problems, focus instead on 
saying “I can do it through Christ who strengthens me” 

 

Summary: 
Moses sent 12 spies into Canaan. They all saw the same thing, the land, the fruits and the 
people. But yet they came back with two contrasting perspectives/opinions. Joshua & Caleb 
were confident that God would provide them with the way to take the land, a huge contrast to 
the perspective of the other 10. 

 
There wasn’t exactly an absolute right or wrong in this case, but it spoke volumes on how our 
general outlook on things can affect whether we see God’s hand in circumstances. 
 
Half empty vs half full. How do you see things in life? What are you harbouring? 
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3. We cannot see because of past experiences 

a. John 21:15-19 15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these [others do—with 
total commitment and devotion]?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I 
[a]love You [with a deep, personal affection, as for a close friend].” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed My lambs.” 16 Again He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of 
John, do you love Me [with total commitment and devotion]?” He said to Him, 
“Yes, Lord; You know that I love You [with a deep, personal affection, as for a 
close friend].” Jesus said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” 17 He said to him the 
third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me [with a deep, personal affection 
for Me, as for a close friend]?” Peter was grieved that He asked him the third 
time, “Do you [really] [b]love Me [with a deep, personal affection, as for a close 
friend]?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know everything; You know that I love 
You [with a deep, personal affection, as for a close friend].” Jesus said to him, 
“Feed My sheep. 18 I assure you and most solemnly say to you, when you were 
younger you dressed yourself and walked wherever you wished; but when you 
grow old, you will stretch out your hands and arms, and someone else will dress 
you, and carry you where you do not wish to go.” 19 Now He said this to indicate 
the [c]kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. And after saying this, He 
said to him, “Follow Me [walk the same path of life that I have walked]!” 

b. We all know that Peter denied the Lord 3 times (even before a young, servant 
girl)  

i. He was fearful for his life → caused him to deny the Lord 3 times 
c. Peter probably thought: I lived with the Lord, saw His miracles, even performed 

miracles with Him, yet I still denied Him (just as He said I would). Will He still use 
me? 

i. Nowadays, many of us are disappointed with ourselves due to our past 
failures, thinking that God will never forgive us or use us again 

ii. Jesus asked Peter 3 times “Do you love me more than these” 
1. “3 times” = significant → to counter the 3 times Peter denied the 

Lord 
2. “These” = Jesus is asking “do you love Me more than your own 

life” 
d. At the end of Peter’s life → he had overcome the fear of dying and being crucified 

like Jesus that he once had → asked to be crucified upside down for he felt 
unworthy of dying in the same manner as the Lord 

i. With the Lord’s forgiveness, he was able to get over the past and the Lord 
empowered him → Peter was able to die for Jesus 

e. Once you trust the Lord, and the fact that Jesus died to cleanse and forgive us 
and use us again, He can open your eyes and use you again 
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f. Do not allow past failures and experiences stop you from seeing future 
possibilities/ stop you from being what God wants you to be → Trust and have 
faith in Him 

 

Summary: 
Peter could have held on to his denial of Jesus and gone down the spiritual death spiral. He 
had every reason to. 
 
Past experiences can paralyse. Past experiences can distort the possibilities you see. Hold on 
to the fact that Jesus forgave Peter, and in fact empowered him all the more.  

 
 
Conclusion: 

- Do not get involved in small little things (look at the bigger picture and see further than 
what you are experiencing now) 

- Do not harbour negative thoughts (be positive in your outlook) 
- Do not allow unpleasant past experiences (in which you have failed God) stop you from 

seeing how He still wants to use you 


