
EQUAL 

TREATMENT 

FOR ALL 



James 2:1-13 

My brothers, as believers in our 

glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't 

show favoritism. Suppose a man 

comes into your meeting wearing a 

gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor 

man in shabby clothes also comes in. 

If you show special attention to the 

man wearing fine clothes and say, 

"Here's a good seat for you," but say 

to the poor man, "You stand there" or 

"Sit on the floor by my feet," have you 

not discriminated among yourselves 

and become judges with evil 

thoughts? 



Listen, my dear brothers: Has not 

God chosen those who are poor in 

the eyes of the world to be rich in 

faith and to inherit the kingdom he 

promised those who love him? But 

you have insulted the poor. Is it 

not the rich who are exploiting 

you? Are they not the ones who 

are dragging you into court? Are 

they not the ones who are 

slandering the noble name of him 

to whom you belong? 



If you really keep the royal law found in 

Scripture, "Love your neighbor as 

yourself," you are doing right. But if 

you show favoritism, you sin and are 

convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 

For whoever keeps the whole law and 

yet stumbles at just one point is guilty 

of breaking all of it. For he who said, 

"Do not commit adultery," also said, 

"Do not murder." If you do not commit 

adultery but do commit murder, you 

have become a lawbreaker. Speak and 

act as those who are going to be judged 

by the law that gives freedom, because 

judgment without mercy will be shown 

to anyone who has not been merciful. 

Mercy triumphs over judgment!



1. DON’T SHOW 

FAVORITISM

My brothers, as believers in our 

glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show 

favoritism; show no prejudice, no 

partiality. 



Favoritism is not the 

same as

- Discipline

- Serving in 

accordance to your 

gifts

- Being careful with 

someone who 

intends to hurt or 

harm you



Favoritism is

the unfair 

treatment of a 

person or group 

in preference to 

another.



Favoritism happens when we judge 

a person based on their: 

Appearance

1 Samuel 16:6-7 

When they arrived, Samuel saw 

Eliab and thought, "Surely the 

LORD's anointed stands here 

before the LORD." But the LORD 

said to Samuel, "Do not consider 

his appearance or his height, for I 

have rejected him. The LORD does 

not look at the things man looks at. 

Man looks at the outward 

appearance, but the LORD looks at 

the heart."



Ancestry 
John 4:7-9 

When a Samaritan woman 

came to draw water, Jesus 

said to her, "Will you give me a 

drink?" … The Samaritan 

woman said to him, "You are a 

Jew and I am a Samaritan 

woman. How can you ask me 

for a drink?" (For Jews do not 

associate with Samaritans.)



Age

Matthew 19:13-14 

Then little children were brought to Jesus 

for him to place his hands on them and 

pray for them. But the disciples rebuked 

those who brought them. Jesus said, "Let 

the little children come to me, and do not 

hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these.“

Leviticus 19:32a 

`Rise in the presence of the aged, show 

respect for the elderly…’.

1 Timothy 5:1 

Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but 

exhort him as if he were your father.



Achievement 

Genesis 25:27-28 

The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful

(expert) hunter, a man of the open country, while 

Jacob was a quiet man, staying among the tents. 

Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but 

Rebekah loved Jacob.



Affluence 

Proverbs 22:2 (NCV) 

The rich and the poor are alike in that the Lord made 

them all. 



We Do Not Show 

Favoritism

Because It Is 

Unchristian

My dear brothers and sisters, 

how can you claim to have 

faith in our glorious Lord 

Jesus Christ if you favor some 

people over others?  The 

Living Bible



Favoritism

contradicts the 

character of God.

Romans 2:11 

For God does not show 

favoritism.



We Do Not Show 

Favoritism Because It Is 

Unreasonable

Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are 

they not the ones who are dragging you into 

court? Isn't it the high and mighty who exploit 

you, who use the courts to rob you blind? Is it 

not the rich who domineer over you?

Are they not the ones who are slandering the 

noble name of him to whom you belong? Aren't 

they the ones who scorn the new name—

"Christian"—used in your baptisms?



We Do Not Show 

Favoritism Because It Is 

Unloving

James 2:8 

If you really keep the royal law found in 

Scripture, "Love your neighbor as 

yourself," you are doing right.



WHAT DO WE DO THEN?

Show Impartiality By ACCEPTANCE

Romans 15:7 (AMP) Welcome and receive to your 

hearts one another, then, even as Christ has welcomed 

and received you, for the glory of God. 



WELCOME LUNCH FOR NEW-COMERS



Show Impartiality 

By APPRECIATION

1 Timothy 2:1 

I urge, then, first of all, that 

requests, prayers, 

intercession and 

thanksgiving be made for 

everyone



Show Impartiality 

By AFFIRMATION

1 Thessalonians 5:11 

So speak encouraging words to 

one another. Build up hope so 

you'll all be together in this, no one 

left out, no one left behind. I know 

you're already doing this; just keep 

on doing it. (TM)



"Larry, there's one thing I want you to 

know. Whatever you do for the Lord, 

I'm behind you one thousand 

percent." 

Dr. Larry Crabb



“If Christians have caste 

differences also, I might as 

well remain a Hindu.” 



Ephesians 5:15-17 

Be very careful, then, how you live-

-not as unwise but as wise, making 

the most of every opportunity, 

because the days are evil. 

Therefore do not be foolish, but 

understand what the Lord's will is.


