
A CURE 

FOR 

CONFLICTS  



James 4:1-10  

What causes fights and quarrels among you? 

Don't they come from your desires that battle 

within you? You want something but don't get 

it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what 

you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not 

have, because you do not ask God. When you 

ask, you do not receive, because you ask with 

wrong motives, that you may spend what you 

get on your pleasures.  



You adulterous people, don't you know that 

friendship with the world is hatred toward 

God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of 

the world becomes an enemy of God. Or do 

you think Scripture says without reason 

that the spirit he caused to live in us envies 

intensely? But he gives us more grace. That 

is why Scripture says: "God opposes the 

proud but gives grace to the humble."  



Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist 

the devil, and he will flee from you. Come 

near to God and he will come near to 

you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and 

purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your 

laughter to mourning and your joy to 

gloom. Humble yourselves before the 

Lord, and he will lift you up. 



`Among you’ - James mentioned several 

different kinds of disagreements among 

Christians in his letter: 

• Class conflicts (2:1-9)  

• Employment conflicts (5:1-6)  

• Church conflicts (1:19-20; 3:13-18)  

• Personal conflicts (4:11-12) 



Proverbs 20:3  

It is to a man's honor to 

avoid strife, but every fool is 

quick to quarrel.  



1. THE CAUSE OF 

ARGUMENTS/CONFLICTS: 

SENSUAL DESIRES 

 
What causes fights and quarrels among you? 

Don't they come from your desires that battle 

within you? 



`Desires’ (from `hedone’) – Lust; 

sensual delight; evil desires. 

Titus: 3:3  

At one time we too were foolish, 

disobedient, deceived and enslaved 

by all kinds of passions and 

pleasures. We lived in malice and 

envy, being hated and hating one 

another.  



a) The desire to 

have   

(possessions) 
 

You want something but don't get 

it. You kill and covet, but you 

cannot have what you want. 



If our wants are endless, 

our stress will also be 

endless. 



Proverbs 28:25  

A greedy man stirs up 

dissension, but he who 

trusts in the LORD will 

prosper.(NIV) 



b)The desire to feel   

(pleasure) 
 

When you ask, you do not receive, 

because you ask with wrong motives, that 

you may spend what you get on your 

pleasures. 



“We reject any 

philosophy 

which holds that 

a man must deny 

himself for 

others.” 

 
Hugh Hefner 

Playboy founder 



Matthew 16:24-25  

Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If 

anyone would come after me, he 

must deny himself and take up 

his cross and follow me. For 

whoever wants to save his life 

will lose it, but whoever loses his 

life for me will find it.”(NIV) 



In diving to the bottom of 

pleasure,  

we bring up more stones 

than pearls. 



Proverbs 21:17  

He who loves pleasure 

will become poor; 

whoever loves wine and 

oil will never be rich.(NIV) 



When pleasure is the 

business of life,  

it ceases to be pleasure. 



c) The desire to be   

(pride or power) 
 

But he gives us more grace. That is 

why Scripture says: "God opposes the 

proud but gives grace to the humble." 





Proverbs 13:10  

Pride only breeds 

quarrels, but wisdom is 

found in those who take 

advice. 



Pride is a strange disease:  

it makes everyone sick 

except the person who has it. 



“I'm not a 

paranoid 

deranged 

millionaire. 

******* I'm a 

billionaire.” 
Howard Hughes 



2.  THE CURE FOR 

ARGUMENTS/CONFLICTS: 

HUMILITY. 
 

But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture 

says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to 

the humble." … Humble yourselves before the 

Lord, and he will lift you up. 



Proverbs 13:10  

Pride only breeds 

quarrels, but wisdom is 

found in those who take 

advice. 



Paul’s humility: 

1 Corinthians 15:9  

… I am the least of the apostles and do not even 

deserve to be called an apostle… 

Ephesians 3:8  

… I am less than the least of all God's people… 

1 Timothy 1:15  

… Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of 

whom I am the worst. 

Acts 20:19  

I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, 

although I was severely tested by the plots of the Jews. 



a) Give yourself to God. 
 

Submit yourselves, then, to God 



Peace rules the day when 

Christ rules the mind.  



b) Get wise to satan. 

 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 



2 Corinthians 2:10-11  
If you forgive anyone, I also forgive 

him. And what I have forgiven--if there 

was anything to forgive--I have 

forgiven in the sight of Christ for your 

sake, in order that Satan might not 

outwit us. For we are not unaware of 

his schemes. 



c) Grow closer to God. 

 
Come near to God and he will come 

near to you. 



When the soul is right with God,  

there will be beauty in character.  

When there is beauty in character,  

there will be harmony in 

relationships. 



Isaiah 26:3  

You will keep in perfect 

peace him whose mind is 

steadfast, because he trusts 

in you.(NIV) 



Colossians 3:15 

Let the peace of Christ rule 

in your hearts, since as 

members of one body you 

were called to peace.  



2 Timothy 2:23  

Don't have anything to do 

with foolish and stupid 

arguments, because you 

know they produce quarrels. 



Matthew 5:23-24  

"Therefore, if you are offering your 

gift at the altar and there remember 

that your brother has something 

against you, leave your gift there in 

front of the altar. First go and be 

reconciled to your brother; then come 

and offer your gift. 


