
Accept One Another  





Childhood is when you think 
your parents are perfect.  

 

Adolescence is when you 
realize they’re not perfect. 

 

Adulthood is when you accept 
them for who they are - 
imperfections and all. 



"What does 'love' mean?” 

Nikka, 6 

"If you want to learn to love better, 
you should start with someone you 
hate." 

Tommy, 6,  

"Love is like a little old woman 
and a little old man who are still 
friends even after they know each 
other so well." 



Romans 15:7 (NIV) Accept one 
another, then, just as Christ 
accepted you, in order to bring 
praise to God. 



Who are you to accept? 

 

Why you need to accept one another? 

 

What happens when we accept one another? 

 

How do we accept one another? 



Context of Romans 15:7:  

Paul has already established the equality of Jewish and 
Gentile believers.  

He continues to discuss how that equality could work 
out in daily living.  

Two issues: dietary restrictions and observance of 
special days - sensitive issues that separated Jews from 
all Gentiles.  

These issues had to be resolved. 



What can we learn about acceptance from 
Romans 15:7? 



1. Who You Are To Accept: The 
One Who Is Different Than 
You Are. 

Accept one another, then, just as Christ 
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 



We have different 

temperaments and 

preferences. 



We have different natural and 

spiritual gifts. 



We have different life 

experiences. 



We are at different stages of 

growth in our Christian walk. 

 



We hold different opinions on 

matters where the Bible does 

not give specific 

commandments. 

 



Is the King James Bible the only 
acceptable translation? 



Should you dress up for church 
as you would if you were going to 
meet the King? 



Is it a sin for Christians to drink 
alcoholic beverages or use 
tobacco? 

 



Should Christians celebrate 
Christmas and Easter, which 
some have associated with pagan 
holidays? 



Should communion be served 
every week? 



Should we celebrate Good Friday 
every year? 

 



 

Should you speak in tongues over 
the microphone in the service? 

 



2. Why You Need To Accept One 
Another:  
Because Christ Accepted You 
When You Didn’t Deserve To 
Be Accepted. 

Accept one another, then, just as Christ 
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 



•He died for us while we were yet sinners 
(Rom. 5:8).  

•We were His enemies (Rom. 5:10).  

•We were not seeking after Him (Rom. 3:11).  

•He came looking for us in our lost, helpless 
condition (Luke 15:4).  



James Van Tholen in his book “Where All Hope Lies” 
writes:  

From the human perspective, when you compare (God ) 
to the other gods of the other religions in the world, you 
have to say our God is really sort of odd. He uses the 
most common of people, people that aren’t any different 
from any of us here; he comes in the most common of 
ways, when by his Spirit an anonymous young woman is 
found to be with child. And the strangest thing is that he 
comes at all…he’s not the Above-Us-God, too holy to 
come down. This God’s love is so immense that he wants 
to come down. And he has proven his love by the fact 
that he did come down and touch our ground.” 



3. What Happens When We 
Accept One Another:  
God Is Glorifed. 

Accept one another, then, just as Christ 
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 



Leon Morris:  

“God’s glory was promoted when Christ received 
us sinners, and it is further advanced when we 
who are by nature sinners and wrapped up in 
our own concerns instead receive our brothers 
and sisters in Christ with warmth and love.” 



CHARLES SPURGEON VS. JOSEPH PARKER 

 



How can we learn to accept those 

different from us? 





Welcome One Another Without Judging Or 
Condemning - No Matter How Weak, 
Immature, Or Unlearned Someone’s Faith 
May Seem.  

 

Romans 14:1 (NIV) Accept him whose faith is weak, 
without passing judgment on disputable matters. 

 

Romans 15:1a (NIV) We who are strong ought to bear 
with the failings of the weak… 

 



The verb `accept’ has the notion 
of welcome, of taking to oneself 
and so taking into friendship.  

The `weak’ are not to be made 
to feel that they are barely 
tolerated and seen as second-
class members.  



Be Sensitive About How Your 
Convictions Affect Others. 

 

Romans 14:13, 22a (NIV) Therefore let us stop 
passing judgment on one another. Instead, make 
up your mind not to put any stumbling block or 
obstacle in your brother's way… So whatever you 
believe about these things keep between yourself 
and God.  



“You may be sure that if nobody 
thinks you are strange and out 
of step, you are not a good 
Christian. However, if 
everybody thinks you are 
strange and out of step, you are 
probably not a good Christian 
as well.” 



Keep the Main Thing the Main 
Thing. 

 
Romans 14:17-18 (MSG) God's kingdom isn't a matter of 
what you put in your stomach, for goodness' sake. It's 
what God does with your life as he sets it right, puts it 
together, and completes it with joy. Your task is to single-
mindedly serve Christ. Do that and you'll kill two birds 
with one stone: pleasing the God above you and proving 
your worth to the people around you. 



“Don’t spend your life arranging 
deck chairs on the Titanic.” 

 

God’s kingdom centers not on 
external matters, but on our 
relationship with God and with 
others. 

 



Pursue The Things That Encourage 
And Make For Peace. 
 

Romans 14:19 (NIV) Let us therefore make every 
effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual 
edification. 

 



“To accept people is to be for them. It is to 
recognize that it is a very good thing that 
these people are alive, and to long for the 
best for them. It does not, of course mean to 
approve of everything they do. It means to 
continue to want what is best for their souls 
no matter what they do. Amazingly enough 
radical acceptance does what condemnation 
and judgmentalism and self-superiority 
could not do: produce a changed life…”  

John Ortberg, ‘Everyone’s Normal Till You Get To 
Know Them” 

 





Kim Shin Jo (trained assassin turned pastor): 

"I tried to kill the president. I was the 
enemy. But the South Korean people 
showed me sympathy and forgiveness. I 
was touched and moved." 



“When love, acceptance and forgiveness prevail, 
the church becomes what Jesus was in the world: 
a center of love, designed for the healing of 
broken people, and a force for God… One of the 
greatest services a church can offer a community 
is to provide a place for people to be brought to 
wholeness – to be healed physically, spiritually 
and emotionally… People are fragmented. They 
are torn. Life doesn’t work for them because they 
are without Jesus... They need a place to be 
healed.”  

(Jerry Cook, from his book Love, Acceptance and Forgiveness). 



 




