
SPEAK 

WITH 

CARE 



James 3:1-12 (NIV) 

Not many of you should presume to be teachers, 

my brothers, because you know that we who 

teach will be judged more strictly. We all stumble 

in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what 

he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his 

whole body in check. When we put bits into the 

mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can 

turn the whole animal. Or take ships as an 

example. Although they are so large and are 

driven by strong winds, they are steered by a 

very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go.  



Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, 

but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great 

forest is set on fire by a small spark. The tongue 

also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of 

the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the 

whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on 

fire by hell. All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles 

and creatures of the sea are being tamed and 

have been tamed by man, but no man can tame 

the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly 

poison.  



With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, 

and with it we curse men, who have been made 

in God's likeness. Out of the same mouth come 

praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not 

be. Can both fresh water and salt water flow 

from the same spring? My brothers, can a fig 

tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? 

Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water. 



1. THE TONGUE IS 

POWERFUL  
 

James 3:5  

… the tongue is a small part of the 

body, but it makes great boasts.  



The Tongue Can Gauge  

A Person’s Character  
 

James 3:2  

…If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a 

perfect man  

 

`a perfect man” (teleios anēr) – a fulfilled, mature, 

complete person 

 

James 3:2 (AMP)  

… if anyone does not offend in speech, never says 

the wrong things, he is a fully developed 

character… 



Matthew 12:33-35 (NIV) 

Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, 

or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, 

for a tree is recognized by its fruit... For out 

of the overflow of the heart the mouth 

speaks. The good man brings good things 

out of the good stored up in him, and the 

evil man brings evil things out of the evil 

stored up in him. 



What's down in 

the well will 

come up in the 

bucket.  



The Tongue  

Can Guard  

A Person’s Life 
 

James 3:2  

…If anyone is never at fault in what he says, 

he is… able to keep his whole body in check. 



Speech control 

leads to  

self-control.  



The Tongue  

Can Guide  

A Person’s Future 
 
James 3:3-4  

When we put bits into the mouths of horses 

to make them obey us, we can turn the 

whole animal. Or take ships as an example. 

Although they are so large and are driven by 

strong winds, they are steered by a very 

small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go.  



We shape our words  

and then  

our words shape us  

(and others as well). 



2. THE TONGUE 

CAN BE 

PERVERSE 
 

 

 

James 3:8 

… It is a restless evil, full of 

deadly poison. 



The Tongue Has  

The Potential  

To Destroy  
 

The tongue also is a fire 



Proverbs 16:27  

A scoundrel plots evil, and his 

speech is like a scorching fire. 



Morgan Blake:  

“I am more deadly than the screaming shell 

from the howitzer. I win without killing, I tear 

down homes, break hearts, and wreck lives. I 

travel on the wings of the wind. No innocence 

is strong enough to intimidate me. No purity 

strong enough to daunt me. I have no regard 

for truth, no respect for justice, no mercy for 

the defenseless. My victims are as numerous 

as the sands of the sea and often as innocent. I 

never forget and seldom forgive. My name is 

gossip.” 



The Tongue Has  

The Potential  

To Defile 
 

It corrupts the whole person, sets 

the whole course of his life on fire, 

and is itself set on fire by hell. 



Gossip is like throwing 

mud at others.  

You can't do it without 

getting your hands 

dirty. 



Matthew 15:11  

What goes into a man's mouth 

does not make him `unclean,' 

but what comes out of his 

mouth, that is what makes him 

`unclean.'" 



The Tongue Has  

The Potential  

To Devour  
James 3:7-8  

All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and 

creatures of the sea are being tamed 

and have been tamed by man, but no 

man can tame the tongue. It is a 

restless evil, full of deadly poison.(NIV) 



Galatians 5:15 (NIV) 
If you keep on biting and devouring 

each other, watch out or you will be 

destroyed by each other. 



3. THE TONGUE HAS A  

GOD-GIVEN PURPOSE 
 

James 3:9-12 (NIV) 

With the tongue we praise our Lord and 

Father, and with it we curse men, who have 

been made in God's likeness. Out of the same 

mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, 

this should not be. Can both fresh water and 

salt water flow from the same spring? My 

brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a 

grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring 

produce fresh water. 



The Tongue  

Is Meant For Exaltation 
 

Psalms 35:28 My tongue will speak 

of your righteousness and of your 

praises all day long (NIV) 









The Tongue  

Is Meant For Edification 
 

Ephesians 4:29 (NIV) 

Do not let any unwholesome talk 

come out of your mouths, but only 

what is helpful for building others up 

according to their needs, that it may 

benefit those who listen. 



EDWARD STEICHEN (1879 – 1973)  

 

American photographer, painter, 

and art gallery and museum 

curator. 

 

From 1923 to 1938, Steichen was 

regarded as the best known and 

highest paid photographer in the 

world.  

 

In 1944, he directed the war 

documentary The Fighting Lady, 

which won the 1945 Academy 

Award for Best Documentary. 



Watch Your Words 

 
Psalms 39:1 (NIV)  

I said, "I will watch my ways and 

keep my tongue from sin;  

I will put a muzzle on my mouth  

as long as the wicked are in  

my presence." 



Nelson Mandela (South African anti-

apartheid revolutionary; 1993 Nobel 

Peace Prize winner): 

“It is never my custom to use words 

lightly. If 27 years in prison have 

done anything to us, it was to use 

the silence of solitude to make us 

understand how precious words are 

and how real speech is in its impact 

on the way people live and die.” 



Check Your Heart  

 
Psalms 51:10 (NIV) 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within 

me. 



Depend On God 
 

Psalms 141:3 (NIV) 

Set a guard over my 

mouth, O LORD; keep 

watch over the door of my 

lips. 


