
3 ESSENTIALS OF 
STRONG FAITH 

 
(Heb. 11:8-13) 



In God we trust;  
all others we virus scan. 



Why is faith important? 



Faith in God is the basis for peace.  

Isaiah 26:3 (NIV) You will keep in perfect peace 
him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in 
you. 

 

“Shalom shalom” - "i.e., peace upon peace” - all 
kinds of prosperity - happiness in this world and 
in the world to come. 



Are you troubled today?                          



Faith is necessary to receive 
God’s blessings.  

Hebrews 11:6 (NIV) And without faith it is 
impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to him must believe that he exists and (it 
will come to pass) that he (habitually) rewards 
those who earnestly seek him 



Are you in urgent need of grace 
today?  



God’s power is released through 
faith.  

Matthew 17:20 (NIV) He replied, "Because you 
have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have 
faith (in miracles) as small as a mustard seed 
(minimum but growing faith), you can say to this 
mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will 
move. Nothing will be impossible for you. 



Are you in a situation whereby 
only a miracle from God will do? 



3 ESSENTIALS OF 
STRONG FAITH 



Hebrews 11:8-13 (NIV) By faith Abraham, 
when called to go to a place he would later 
receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, 
even though he did not know where he was 
going. By faith he made his home in the 
promised land like a stranger in a foreign 
country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 
promise. For he was looking forward to the 
city with foundations, whose architect and 
builder is God.  



By faith Abraham, even though he was past 
age--and Sarah herself was barren--was enabled 
to become a father because he considered him 
faithful who had made the promise. And so from 
this one man, and he as good as dead, came 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the 
sky and as countless as the sand on the 
seashore. All these people were still living by 
faith when they died. They did not receive the 
things promised; they only saw them and 
welcomed them from a distance. And they 
admitted that they were aliens and strangers on 
earth.  



1. FAITH RESULTS IN OBEDIENCE 
 
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a 
place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went  



A. God’s call sets in motion our 
obedience. 

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place 



Abraham did not concoct on his 
own the idea of moving to 
Canaan. He was not following his 
own dream. He was following 
God’s call.  



You have faith. But are you being 
led by your personal vision or by 
God’s dreams for you? 



B. Obedience is the effect  
(daughter) of genuine faith. 

By faith Abraham… obeyed… 



Obeyed (hupakouo) - literally 
means to listen with 
attentiveness and to respond 
positively to what is heard. 
 



 
 
2 observations: 
 
1. Abraham’s obedience was prompt 
and immediate. “Abraham, while he 
was being called, obeyed.”  
 



 
 
Are you procrastinating what you 
know the Lord wants you to do or are 
you immediately rising up to the 
occasion? 



2. Abraham’s obedience was 
expressed even though he had no 
knowledge where he was going.  



Are you still waiting to know 
everything before you obey the Lord 
or are you willing to trust Him even 
though you do not understand 
everything? 



“Man says show me and I will trust 
you. God says trust me and I will 
show you.”  



Is your faith alive? Is your faith in God 

resulting in obedience? 



“Faith, as Paul saw it, was a living, 

flaming thing leading to surrender 

and obedience to the commandments 

of Christ.” 

A.W. Tozer 



2. FAITH FOCUSES ON ETERNITY 



A. The life of faith is that of a 
pilgrim. 

By faith he made his home in the promised land 
like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in 
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with 
him of the same promise. 



‘Like a stranger’ (paroikeo)  

-to reside as a foreigner.  

-to dwell at a place only for a short time. 



B. The life of faith focuses on 
heaven. 

(Abraham) was looking forward to the city with 
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 



‘Was looking forward ‘(ekdechomai) -  to wait for a 
future event expecting it to happen. 

 

“The city with the foundations” stands in contrast 
with life in a tent, which has no foundation.  



Application: Since our homeland is 
heaven, we hold the things of this 

life loosely. 



So is physical death good news or 
bad news for the Christian? 



“Some day you will read in the papers that 
D.L. Moody of East Northfield, is dead. 
Don’t you believe a word of it! At that 

moment I shall be more alive than I am 
now; I shall have gone up higher, that is 
all, out of this old clay tenement into a 

house that is immortal—a body that death 
cannot touch, that sin cannot taint; a body 

fashioned like unto His glorious body.” 



We are pilgrims not settlers; this 
earth is our inn, not our home. 

John Vincent 



Do you see this world as your 
temporary hotel or as your 

permanent home?  



3. FAITH TRUSTS IN GOD’S POWER 
& TIMING 



A. Rather than focusing on 
human inadequacy, faith focuses 
on God’s power. 

By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--
and Sarah herself was barren--was enabled (by 
God) to become a father because he considered him 
faithful who had made the promise.  



“Faith does not operate in the realm of 
the possible. There is no glory for God in 
that which is humanly possible. Faith 
begins where man's power ends.” 

George Mueller 



B. Rather than focusing on quick 
fixes, faith trusts God to keep His 
word in His time. 

Hebrews 11:13 (NIV) All these people were still 
living by faith when they died. They did not 
receive the things promised; they only saw them 
and welcomed them from a distance. And they 
admitted that they were aliens and strangers on 
earth. 



What did Abraham get in this life for his life of 
faith? 

- He was uprooted from family and friends, never 
to see them again.  

- If he had a house in Ur or Haran, it was his last. 
He lived the rest of his life in tents, moving from 
place to place.  

- He lived to see Isaac, the son of the promise, 
born. He lived 15 years after the birth of Jacob, 
but he didn’t see any of Jacob’s sons.  

- The only piece of Canaan that he owned was a 
burial plot. 



God’s time is not our time.  

 

From Abraham’s time frame, even though he lived 
for 175 years, God’s promises failed.  

 

But from God’s time frame, the true children of 
Abraham, those who believe in Abraham’s seed 
(Christ) number in the billions! 



Stress makes you believe that everything 
has to happen RIGHT NOW.  

 

Faith reassures you that everything will 
happen in GOOD TIME.  

 



 

Trust in God's timing. It's better to wait 
awhile & have things fall into place than 
to rush & have things fall apart. 

 





 

Faith helps Ps. Davy Sim look 
at Benjamin's death in a 
positive light.  

 

“This week has been 
overwhelming. Seeing my son in 
the casket, it is beyond words… 
my son didn't suffer, he just 
went up to heaven. It's a 
blessing. Some say it's a 
tragedy. But to me, God took 
him home.” 



"My son is now in heaven 
and I must do my job. 
Although I'm grieving in 
my heart, I can't show it to 
them because it's a happy 
moment and everyone was 
around to witness the 
wedding," 



When God pushes you to the edge of 
difficulty trust him fully because two 
things can happen. Either he'll catch 
you when you fall or he will teach 
you how to fly. 



Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold 
unswervingly to the hope we profess, 
for He who promised is faithful. 



PSALMS 23 
The Lord is my shepherd. That’s RELATIONSHIP.                                                  
 
I shall not want. That’s SUPPLY.                                                                                                           
 
He makes me to lie down in green pastures. That’s REST.                                                                                            
 
He leads me beside the still waters. That’s REFRESHMENT.                                     
                                     
He restores my soul. That’s HEALING.      
                                                                                                   
He leads me in the paths of righteousness. That’s GUIDANCE.                          
 
For His name’s sake. That’s PURPOSE.                                                                                               



Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death. That’s CHALLENGE.    
 
I will fear no evil. That’s ASSURANCE.     
 
For You are with me. That’s FAITHFULNESS.      
                                                                                  
Your rod and Your staff they comfort me. That’s SHELTER.   
 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. That’s HOPE.      
 
You anoint my head with oil. That’s CONSECRATION.      
 
My cup runs over. That’s ABUNDANCE.   
 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life. That’s BLESSING.                
 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord. That’s SECURITY.  
 
For ever. That’s ETERNITY. 


