
2020:
A YEAR

OF
FAITH



A year when we 
boldly take risks 

knowing that 
Jesus will be 

there to lend a 
hand when we 

fail.



A year when we 
obey Jesus’ 

commands to 
get out of our 

boats and 
comfort zones 

in order to 
draw closer to 

Him.



A year when we 
will experience 
greater things 

from Jesus 
because we 

dare to follow 
Him.



Matthew 14:22-33 
Immediately Jesus told 
his followers to get into 
the boat and go ahead 
of him across the lake. 

He stayed there to 
send the people home. 
After he had sent them 

away, he went by 
himself up into the hills 
to pray. It was late, and 
Jesus was there alone. 



By this time, the boat 
was already far away 

from land. It was being 
hit by waves, because 
the wind was blowing 
against it. Between 

three and six o’clock in 
the morning, Jesus 

came to them, walking 
on the water. When his 

followers saw him 
walking on the water, 

they were afraid. 



They said, “It’s a 
ghost!“ and cried out 

in fear. But Jesus 
quickly spoke to them, 
“Have courage! It is 
I. Do not be afraid.“
Peter said, “Lord, if it is 

really you, then 
command me to come 
to you on the water.“ 

Jesus said, “Come.“ And 
Peter left the boat and 
walked on the water to 

Jesus. 



But when Peter saw 
the wind and the 
waves, he became 

afraid and began to 
sink. He shouted, 
“Lord, save me!“ 
Immediately Jesus 

reached out his hand 
and caught Peter. 



Jesus said, “Your faith is 
small. Why did you 

doubt?“ After they got 
into the boat, the wind 

became calm. Then 
those who were in the 
boat worshiped Jesus 

and said, “Truly you are 
the Son of God!“



WHY 
FAITH?



FAITH IN 
JESUS 

RELEASES 
HIS 

POWER IN 
OUR 

LIVES.



FAITH IN 
JESUS 

RELEASES 
HIS 

POWER IN 
OUR 

LIVES.
Jesus said, “Come.” And Peter left the boat and walked on the water to Jesus.



Mark 9:23 
(NKJV) 

"If you can 
believe, all things 
are possible to 

him who 
believes." 



THE LACK 
OF FAITH 
IN JESUS 

LIMITS HIS 
MINISTRY 

IN OUR 
LIVES.



THE LACK 
OF FAITH 
IN JESUS 

LIMITS HIS 
MINISTRY 

IN OUR 
LIVES.

But when Peter saw the wind and the waves, he became afraid 
and began to sink.



Matthew 13:58 
(NCV) So (Jesus) 
did not do many 
miracles there

because they had 
no faith.



HOW DO 
WE 

EXERCISE 
FAITH IN 

GOD?



DARE 
TO RISK 

IT.



DARE 
TO RISK 

IT.

But when Peter saw the wind and the waves, he became afraid and began 
to sink. Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught Peter.



Faith to God 
is a 

commitment 
to overcome 
the constant 
recurrence of 

the 
experience of 

fear.



Every time 
you get out of 
the boat and 
enter a new 

challenge area, 
you can 

expect to 
experience 

fear. 



Ecclesiastes 
10:8 (NCV) 

Anyone who digs 
a pit might fall 
into it; anyone 
who knocks 
down a wall 

might be bitten 
by a snake; 



Question: 
Did Peter 
fail when 
he sank?



Yes, in 
one 

sense. 



But there were 
other bigger 
failures in the 

boat. 
They failed 

privately and 
quietly.

Their failure was 
safe, unnoticed 

and uncriticized.



Only Peter 
experienced 
the shame of 
public failure. 



But only 
Peter 

experienced 
a special 

connection 
with Jesus. 



But only 
Peter knew 
the glory of 
walking on 
the water. 



But only 
Peter knew 
that Jesus is 

wholly 
adequate to 

save.



Failure is not 
so much an 

event. It is the 
way we 

interpret
or judge an 
event. It is a 

label we 
attach to it.



"How did it 
feel to fail 200 
times trying 
to invent a 
vaccine for 

polio?"
Dr. Jonas Salk



"I never failed 
200 times at 

anything in my 
life. My family 

taught me never 
to use that 

word. I simply 
discovered 200 

ways how not to 
make a vaccine 

for polio."
Dr. Jonas Salk



A storm is out 
there, and if you 
get out of your 

boat, you may fail 
and sink. But if 
you don’t, you 
may miss out a 

personal 
encounter with 

Jesus. 



Risks must be 
taken, because 
the greatest 

hazard in life is to 
risk nothing. The 
person who risks 

nothing, does 
nothing, has 

nothing and is 
nothing. 



DARE 
TO RISK 

IT.



CHOOSE 
OBEDIENCE

OVER 
COMFORT.



CHOOSE 
OBEDIENCE

OVER 
COMFORT.

Jesus said, “Come.“ And Peter left the boat and walked on the 
water to Jesus.



We are not 
likely to drift 

into faith.
We have to 

choose.



Faith is 
always a 
choice 

between
obedience 

and 
comfort.



The boat is 
safe, secure 

and 
comfortable.



The water is 
high,

the waves 
are rough

and the wind 
is strong.



A storm is 
out there, 

and if you get 
out of your 

boat, you may 
get drenched.



But if you 
don't get 

out of your 
boat,

you will 
never walk 
on water.



Moses was 
called to leave 

his job of 
shepherding 

sheep to 
confront the 
pharaoh and 
lead an entire 

nation of 
people to 
freedom.



Nehemiah was 
called to leave 

his comfortable 
job in a palace 

and become the 
leader who 
would help 

rebuild the wall 
around 

Jerusalem.



Gideon was 
called to leave 

his job 
threshing wheat 
and lead a small 

group of 
warriors to 

defeat the very 
people they had 

been hiding 
from.



Jesus was 
called to die 

an 
excruciating 
death on a 

cross so that 
you and I 
could be 
saved.



The Signature of Jesus 
is offered to Christians 

who… have not 
forgotten that they are 
followers of a crucified 
Christ, who know that 
following Him means 

living dangerously, who 
want to live the gospel 
without compromise, 
who have no greater 

desire than to have His 
signature written on 

the pages of their lives.





CHOOSE 
OBEDIENCE

OVER 
COMFORT.



EXPECT 
GREATER 
THINGS 

FROM 
GOD.



EXPECT 
GREATER 
THINGS 

FROM 
GOD.

Then those who were in the boat worshiped Jesus and said, 
“Truly you are the Son of God!”



If you are 
getting out of 

your boat, 
expect to 
walk on 

water like 
Peter. Expect 
even more.



As a result of 
Peter's having 

gotten out of the 
boat, and as a 
result of his 

failure and the 
redeeming hand 
of Christ, those 

in the boat 
worshipped 

Christ.



When people 
get out of the 

boat, the 
power of God 

is put into 
play and 

remarkable 
things happen.





EXPECT
GREATER 
THINGS

FROM 
GOD.



Isaiah 43:18-19 The 
LORD says, “Forget 
what happened 
before, and do 
not think about 
the past.  Look at 
the new thing I am 

going to do. It is 
already happening. 
Don’t you see it? I 
will make a road in 

the desert and rivers 
in the dry land.



Isaiah was not 
warning the 

Israelites not to 
be prisoners of 

a negative 
past.



Isaiah was 
warning the 

Israelites not to 
be prisoners of 

a positive 
past.



Isaiah 43:16-18 This is 
what the LORD says. He 
is the one who made a 

road through the sea and 
a path through rough 

waters. He is the one who 
defeated the chariots and 

horses and the mighty 
armies. They fell together 
and will never rise again. 
They were destroyed as a 

flame is put out. The 
LORD says, “Forget what 

happened before…”



Do not allow 
the blessings of 
the past to set 

the standard for 
our expectation 

of the future.



Ephesians 3:20 (AMP) 
Now to Him Who, by 

(in consequence of) the 
[action of His] power 
that is at work within 
us, is able to carry out 
His purpose and do 
superabundantly, far 

over and above all that 
we dare ask or think 
infinitely beyond our 

highest prayers, desires, 
thoughts, hopes, or 

dreams.


