
PLANNING 
YOUR 

FUTURE 



James 4:13-17  
Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we 

will go to this or that city, spend a year there, 
carry on business and make money." Why, you 
do not even know what will happen tomorrow. 
What is your life? You are a mist that appears 

for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you 
ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live 

and do this or that." As it is, you boast and brag. 
All such boasting is evil. Anyone, then, who 

knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do 
it, sins. 



Mistake # 1:  

PLANNING 
WITHOUT GOD 

Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we 
will go to this or that city, spend a year there, 
carry on business and make money."… Instead, 
you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will 
live and do this or that." As it is, you boast and 
brag. 

 



James is not saying it is 
wrong to plan;  

he is warning us not to 
plan without God.  



The person addressed by 
James:  

• He is self-assertive in his 
travel plans: we will go to 
this or that city  

• He is self-confident in his 
time schedule: spend a year 
there;  

• He is self-centered in his 
trade relationships: carry on 
business and make money.  



Mistake # 2: 
PRESUMING 
ABOUT 
TOMORROW 

James says two things about life. 

 

• Life is unpredictable. 
 

Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. 



Proverbs 27:1  
Do not boast about 

tomorrow, for you do not 
know what a day may 

bring forth. 



Luke 12:19-20  

And I'll say to myself, "You have 

plenty of good things laid up for 

many years. Take life easy; eat, drink 

and be merry."' But God said to him, 

`You fool! This very night your life will 

be demanded from you. Then who 

will get what you have prepared for 

yourself?' 



Good news! 

Though life is uncertain to 

us but it is not uncertain to 

God.  
 



• Life is brief. 
 

What is your life? You are a mist 

that appears for a little while and 

then vanishes. 



Psalms 144:4  

Man is like a breath;  

his days are like a 

fleeting shadow. 



Job 7:9  

As a cloud vanishes 

and is gone, so he who 

goes down to the grave 

does not return. 



Psalms 103:15-16  

As for man, his days are like 

grass, he flourishes like a 

flower of the field; the wind 

blows over it and it is gone, 

and its place remembers it no 

more.(NIV)  



Mistake # 3: 
PUTTING OFF 
DOING GOOD 

Anyone, then, who knows the good 

he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins. 



- To attain spiritual maturity a believer is to do the 

good he now knows.  

 

- He is to stand confidently on God’s Word even 

in difficult times.  

 

- He is to compassionately serve people without 

favoritism but with practical faith.  

 

- He is to speak carefully with a controlled tongue 

and behave with wisdom.  

 

- He is to submit to his all-powerful Father, 

Lawgiver, and Judge with a humble spirit, just 

action, and a trusting heart.  



Solution # 1: 

INCLUDE GOD IN 
YOUR PLANNING 

Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the 

Lord's will, we will live and do this or that.“ 

 

Instead, make it a habit to say, "If the 

Master wills it and we're still alive, we'll do 

this or that."  



The key to planning 

our future is to 

maintain a godly 

perspective.  



What does it mean to include God in 

your planning? 

• Make a reference to God’s 

will.  

• Show deference to God’s 

will.  

• Show preference for 

God’s will.  



The example of Paul: 

 

Acts 18:21 But as he left, he promised, "I will come 

back if it is God's will." Then he set sail from 

Ephesus.(NIV) 

 

1 Corinthians 4:19 But I will come to you very soon, 

if the Lord is willing, and then I will find out not 

only how these arrogant people are talking, but what 

power they have.(NIV) 

 

1 Corinthians 16:7 I do not want to see you now and 

make only a passing visit; I hope to spend some 

time with you, if the Lord permits.(NIV) 



Solution # 2: 
INVEST YOUR LIFE 
FOR GOD’S 
PURPOSES. 

Psalms 90:12  

Teach us to number our days aright, that 

we may gain a heart of wisdom.(NIV) 

 

Teach us to use wisely all the time we have. 

(CEV) 



Life is like money:  

you can spend it; 

waste it or invest it.  



Matthew 6:20  

But store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where 

moth and rust do not destroy, 

and where thieves do not 

break in and steal.(NIV) 



Solution # 3:  

DO IT NOW. 

Proverbs 3:27-28  

Do not withhold good from those who 

deserve it, when it is in your power to act. 

Do not say to your neighbor, "Come back 

later; I'll give it tomorrow"-- when you now 

have it with you.(NIV) 



Ecclesiastes 9:10  

Whatever your hand finds to 

do, do it with all your might, 

for in the grave, where you 

are going, there is neither 

working nor planning nor 

knowledge nor wisdom. 



Sooner or later, we will be 

the silent guest at our own 

funeral. And the only time 

that we can decide whether 

or not our life will be a 

blessing is today while we 

are alive.  

 



The tragedy of life is not 

that it ends so soon, but 

that we wait so long to 

begin it.  
–Richard L. Evans 



Denis Waitley:  

“Stop stewing and 

start doing. I can't 

be depressed and 

active at the same 

time.” 



• Leave the past to the 

infinite mercy of God 

• Surrender the future to 

his good providence 

• Give the present wholly 

to his love by being 

faithful to his grace.  


