
MAKING 
BIBLICAL 
CHOICES 
1 Corintians 9-10 



How do we make biblical 

choices? 



1. Incorporate Your Rights With Self-
Discipline  

 
1 Corinthians 9:12 If others have this right of support from you, 
shouldn't we have it all the more? But we did not use this right. On 
the contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder the 
gospel of Christ. 
 
1 Corinthians 9:19 Though I am free and belong to no man, I make 
myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 
 



1 Corinthians 9:24-27  
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only 
one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 
Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict 
training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we 
do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not 
run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man 
beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so 
that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be 
disqualified for the prize. 



If we wish to make biblical 

choices, we must be 

prepared to give up even our 

rights for the sake of the 

gospel. 
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How many times have the cause 

of Christ suffered because one 

church member insists on his/her 

rights? Would things have been 

better if there were more 

flexibility in conflict situations? 



1 Timothy 4:7 Have nothing 

to do with godless myths 

and old wives' tales; rather, 

train yourself to be godly. 



Discipline means giving up 

the good and the better for 

the best.  



There may be nothing wrong with 

many of the things you do; you 

probably have the right to do 

them; but are they interfering with 

your highest goals? Are they 

hindrances or are they helps? 



“I have not time 

to pray.”  
 

or  
 

“I have not 

disciplined 

myself to pray.”? 



2. Incorporate Your 
Experience With 

Vigilance  



• Privileges are no guarantee of success.   
 

1 Corinthians 10:1-5 

For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, 

that our forefathers were all under the cloud and that they 

all passed through the sea. They were all baptized into 

Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They all ate the same 

spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink; for they 

drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and 

that rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased 

with most of them; their bodies were scattered over the 

desert. 



• Good beginnings do not guarantee good 

endings.  
 

1 Corinthians 10:9-12 

We should not test the Lord, as some of them did--and 

were killed by snakes. And do not grumble, as some of 

them did--and were killed by the destroying angel. These 

things happened to them as examples and were written 

down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the 

ages has come. So, if you think you are standing firm, be 

careful that you don't fall!  



There are dangers to maturity 

as well as to immaturity, and 

one of them is overconfidence. 



Proverbs 16:18  

Pride goes before destruction, a 

haughty spirit before a fall. 



As for me, all I know is 

that I know nothing.  

– Socrates 
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Ephesians 5:15-17  

Be very careful, then, how you live--

not as unwise but as wise, making 

the most of every opportunity, 

because the days are evil. Therefore 

do not be foolish, but understand 

what the Lord's will is. 



3. Incorporate Your 

Freedom With 

Responsibility  



What are we 

responsible for? 



• We have a responsibility to our 

fellow Christians in the church  

 
1 Corinthians 10:23-24  

"Everything is permissible"--but not 

everything is beneficial. "Everything is 

permissible"--but not everything is 

constructive. Nobody should seek his own 

good, but the good of others.  



• We are responsible to glorify 

God in all things.  

 
1 Corinthians 10:31  

So whether you eat or drink or whatever 

you do, do it all for the glory of God.  



• We are responsible to seek to win 

the lost.  
 

1 Corinthians 10:32-33  

Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether 

Jews, Greeks or the church of God-- even as I 

try to please everybody in every way. For I am 

not seeking my own good but the good of 

many, so that they may be saved. 



"All things are lawful," BUT— 

- Will they lead to freedom or slavery? (1 Cor. 6:12)  

- Will they make me a stumbling block or a stepping-

stone? (1 Cor. 8:13)  

- Will they build me up or tear me down?  

(1 Cor. 10:23)  

- Will they only please me, or will they glorify Christ? (1 

Cor. 10:31)  

- Will they help to win the lost to Christ or turn them 

away? (1 Cor. 10:33)  
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There are two 

freedoms: the false, 

where man is free to 

do what he likes; the 

true, where a man is 

free to do what he 

ought.  
 

Charles Kingsley 


