
WHEN CHRISTIAN LIBERTY IS 

ABUSED 

1 Corinthians 5-6 



WE ARE FREE IN CHRIST 

 
2 Corinthians 3:17  

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 



WE ARE TO USE THIS FREEDOM 

WISELY 

 
Galatians 5:13 You, my brothers, were 

called to be free. But do not use your 

freedom to indulge the sinful nature; 

rather, serve one another in love. 



Legalism & Antinomianism 

 
Legalism – salvation is dependent on 

obeying certain rules and regulations 

 

Antinomianism - `anti-law’ group. The 

more we sin the more God is glorified.  



1. When Christian Liberty Is Abused, It 

Affects The Church  
 

1 Corinthians 5:1-2  

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality 

among you, and of a kind that does not occur even 

among pagans: A man has his father's wife. And you are 

proud! Shouldn't you rather have been filled with grief 

and have put out of your fellowship the man who did 

this? 



How should the church respond when 

there is unrepentant & flagrant sin 

among its members?  



- Mourn over the sin. 

 
And you are proud! Shouldn't you rather 

have been filled with grief… 



- Judge the sin  
 

1 Corinthians 5:4-5 

When you are assembled in the name of our Lord 

Jesus and I am with you in spirit, and the power 

of our Lord Jesus is present, hand this man over 

to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be 

destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the 

Lord. 



He who does not forbid sin 

when he can, encourages it.  
- Lucius Annaeus Seneca 



What does it mean to "hand this man over 

to Satan"? 

 

It means being excluded from the 

fellowship of believers with the hope that a 

sense of emptiness/loneliness would drive 

him to repentance and back to God. 



Hebrews 12:10-11 

Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they 

thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, 

that we may share in his holiness. No discipline 

seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 

however, it produces a harvest of righteousness 

and peace for those who have been trained by it.  



- Purge the sin  
 

1 Corinthians 5:6-8  

Your boasting is not good. Don't you know that a little 

yeast works through the whole batch of dough? Get rid of 

the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast--

as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 

sacrificed. Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the 

old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with 

bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth. 



If you want to clear the 

stream, get the pig out of 

the water.  

 



No church is perfect, but 

human imperfection must not 

be an excuse for not dealing 

with sin. 

 



2. When Christian Liberty Is Abused, It 

Affects Pre-believers  

 

- The believers were presenting a poor 

testimony to the pre-believers.  
1 Corinthians 6:5-6 

I say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is 

nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute 

between believers? But instead, one brother goes to law 

against another--and this in front of unbelievers! 



My soul is like a mirror in 

which the glory of God is 

reflected, but sin, however 

insignificant, covers the mirror 

with smoke.  
Saint Teresa of Avila 



- The congregation had failed to live up to 

its full position in Christ.  
 

1 Corinthians 6:2-3 

Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And 

if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to 

judge trivial cases? Do you not know that we will judge 

angels? How much more the things of this life! 



- The members suing each other had 

already lost in the eyes of the world.  
 

1 Corinthians 6:7 

The very fact that you have lawsuits among you 

means you have been completely defeated 

already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not 

rather be cheated? 



When churches and Christians 

try to solve personal problems 

through the courts: Nobody 

really wins – except the devil. 



3. When Christian Liberty Is Abused, It 

Affects Our Relationship With God 
 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11  

Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? 

Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor 

adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves 

nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit 

the kingdom of God. And that is what some of you were. But you were 

washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 



- Consider sin’s impact on our 

relationship with God the Father.  
 

1 Corinthians 6:13-14  

"Food for the stomach and the stomach for food"--but 

God will destroy them both. The body is not meant for 

sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the 

body. By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, 

and he will raise us also.  



In view of the fact that God has 

created our bodies, and will one day 

resurrect them in glory, how can we 

use them for evil purposes? 



- Consider sin’s impact on our 

relationship with God the Son.  

 
1 Corinthians 6:15 

Do you not know that your bodies are members of 

Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of 

Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never!  



How can we be joined to 

Christ and joined to sin 

at the same time?  



- Consider sin’s impact on our 

relationship with God the Holy 

Spirit.  
 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 

Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? 

You are not your own; you were bought at a price. 

Therefore honor God with your body. 



How can we defile God's 

temple by using our bodies 

for immorality? 



Measure your growth in grace 

by your sensitiveness to sin. 
Oswald Chambers 



Freedom does not mean I am able to do 

whatever I want to do. That's the worst 

kind of bondage. Freedom means I have 

been set free to become all that God wants 

me to be, to achieve all that God wants me 

to achieve, to enjoy all that God wants me 

to enjoy. 
Warren W. Wiersbe 



"My poor friends, you are free—free as air. 

You can cast off the name of slave and 

trample upon it ... . Liberty is your 

birthright. (But) let the world see that you 

merit your freedom. Don’t let your joy 

carry you into excesses. Learn the laws 

and obey them."  
Abraham Lincoln to freed slaves 



Jesus gives us our true birthright – 

spiritual freedom. Celebrate that freedom 

but remember, that freedom is not an 

excuse for disobedience; it forms the 

basis for learning, appreciating and 

obeying God’s laws. 



There are other sins besides 

sexual sins.  



The grace of God can change the 

sinner's life.  
 

1 Corinthians 6:11 

And that is what some of you were… 



Not everyone wants to 

change but in Christ, 

everyone can if they want 

to. 



Real change is possible. Do you want 

it? 

 

Real change is available. Will you 

reach out and take it? 

 

Real change is radical. Are you ready 

for it? 

 



Why should I allow Satan supremacy over 

my life when He that is in me is greater 

than he that is in the world?  

 

Why should I accept defeat when the Bible 

says that God always leads me in 

triumph?  

 



Why should I say I can’t when the Bible 

says I can do all things through Christ 

who gives me strength?  

 

Why should I be weak when the Bible says 

that the Lord is the strength of my life?  

 



Why should I be depressed when I can 

recall to mind God’s lovingkindness, 

compassion and faithfulness?  

 

Why should I ever be in bondage knowing 

that there is liberty where the Spirit of the 

Lord is? 

 



 “Lord Jesus, thou who art the way, the truth, and the life; 

hear us as we pray for the truth that shall make all free. 

Teach us that liberty is not only to be loved but also to be 

lived. Liberty is too precious a thing to be buried in books. 

It costs too much to be hoarded. Help us see that our 

liberty is not the right to do as we please, but the 

opportunity to please to do what is right.” 

 

Peter Marshall, before the U.S. Senate 


