
GOD’S GOALS 

FOR HIS CHURCH 
1 Corinthians 3 



1.THE CHURCH IS A FAMILY AND THE 

GOAL IS MATURITY  
 

1 Corinthians 4:15  

Even though you have ten thousand guardians in 

Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ 

Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 



1 Corinthians 3:1 

Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual 

but as worldly--mere infants in Christ.  



Maturity is determined by the 

believer’s `diet’. 
 

1 Cor. 3:2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you 

were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not 

ready. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



The mature believer is a searching 

believer.  

 
John Powell 

 

 

 

 

 
 



In terms of bible knowledge and 

theological understanding, are you 

still on milk or are you progressing 

to solid food?  



Maturity is determined by the 

believer’s relationship with others. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:3-4  

You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and 

quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not 

acting like mere men? For when one says, "I follow Paul," and 

another, "I follow Apollos," are you not mere men?  



Maturity is the ability to be 

comfortable with people who are 

not like us. 

  
Virgil A. Kraft 



How are you managing your 

relationship with others? 



2. THE CHURCH IS A FIELD AND THE 

GOAL IS PRODUCTIVITY. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:6-7,9  I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, 

but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who 

waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow… For 

we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's 

building. 



Productivity begins with the 

diversity of ministry roles.  
 
1 Corinthians 3:5-6  

What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only 

servants, through whom you came to believe--as the 

Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the 

seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 



Are you a good steward of the gifts (time, 

treasure and talents) God has blessed you?  

 

Do you see the importance of the role you 

are playing in God’s kingdom?  

 

Do you appreciate the contribution of other 

members to the church of Jesus Christ? 



Productivity is driven by the unity 

of purpose. 
  
1 Corinthians 3:8  

The man who plants and the man who waters 

have one purpose, and each will be rewarded 

according to his own labor. 



Acts 2:1 When the Day of Pentecost had 

fully come, they were all with one accord in 

one place. And suddenly there came a 

sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty 

wind, and it filled the whole house where 

they were sitting. 



We want to see Church Of Praise 

grow. Are we willing to work as 

one in order to see this vision turn 

to reality? 



Productivity requires a humble 

spirit.  
 
1 Corinthians 3:6-7  

I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made 

it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who 

waters is anything, but only God, who makes 

things grow. 



Humility is nothing else but a right 

judgment of ourselves.  

 
William Law. 



Are you surrendering to God the 

outcome of your ministry efforts? 

 

Are you using your ministry 

success/gifts to point people to Christ 

or to build your personal self-image? 



3. THE CHURCH IS THE TEMPLE 

AND THE GOAL IS QUALITY. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:16 “Don't you know that you yourselves are God's 

temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?” 



1 Corinthians 3:12-15 If any man builds on this 

foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or 

straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the 

Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and 

the fire will test the quality of each man's work. If 

what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it 

is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, 

but only as one escaping through the flames.  



Quality means building on the right 

foundation. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:10-11  

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an 

expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each 

one should be careful how he builds. For no one can lay any 

foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 

Christ.  



Who or what is the foundation of your 

ministry? 



Quality means building with the right 

materials. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:12-13  

If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly 

stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it 

is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with 

fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. 



Quality means building according to the 

right plan. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:18-20  Do not deceive yourselves. If any one 

of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should 

become a "fool" so that he may become wise. For the wisdom 

of this world is foolishness in God's sight. As it is written: 

"He catches the wise in their craftiness"; and again, "The Lord 

knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile."  



We cannot manage a local church 

the same way we run a business. 

 



The first church in the book of Acts: 

- they owned no property;  

- they had no influence in government;  

- they had no bank accounts;  

- their leaders were ordinary men without 

special education in the accepted schools;  

- they held no attendance contests;  

- they brought in no TV celebrities; and yet they 

turned the world upside down! 

 



We are to be prayer-oriented and 

purpose-oriented; not process-

oriented or program-oriented.  



Do I have the faith to choose God’s 

wisdom over worldly wisdom, 

whenever such a need arises? 



Quality means building with the 

right motive.  

 
1 Corinthians 3:21 So then, no more boasting 

about men!   

 

 



5 important questions that we 

need to ask if we are serious about 

aligning our lives with God’s goals 

for His church: 

 

 



Does my life witness each day to the 

power of the risen Christ? 



Does my faith in Christ affect the 

quality of my daily living, so that there 

adheres to it a nobility and moral 

strength? 



Is there anything in my life that 

reminds men and women of the Master 

to whom I have pledged my 

allegiance? 



Is there any discernible difference at 

all in my life as contrasted with the 

lives of those who never 

acknowledged Jesus as Lord and 

Savior? 



Do I manifest in the midst of this 

fevered generation a serenity of spirit 

which reveals that the peace of God is 

dwelling in my heart? 

 

 



“Mr President, let us pray 

that God is on our side”.  

 

“No, gentlemen, let us 

pray that we are on God’s 

side.” 

Abraham Lincoln 



Christianity is not a tool by which we get 

God to do what we want but an invitation 

to open ourselves to being and doing 

what God wants. 


