
Serve With Love  
1 Cor. 13:1-13 



Context of 1 Corinthians 13: 

1 Corinthians 12: 31 But eagerly desire the 

greater gifts. And now I will show you the 

most excellent way (Amplified Version - one 

that is better by far and the highest of them 

all—love).  

 



Why is love the most excellent way?  



1. Love Enriches 
 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3  

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have 

not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 

cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 

move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give 

all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the 

flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 



Whoever loves much, 

accomplishes much. 



2. Love Edifies 
 

1 Corinthians 8:1b 

… Knowledge puffs up, but love builds 

up. 



Love is patient 
• patience with difficult people 

• describes the person who has been 

wronged, who has it within his power to 

get even, but chooses not to use that 

power. 



Love is kind.  

• “sweet usefulness.”  

• quick to help others and eager to 

reach out to those in need. 



Love does not envy 
• Envy: the sin of those who think others 

have too much and they have too little. 

• How do you respond to the good 

fortune of others?  



Love does not boast, it is not proud 
• means something like “windbag.”  

• the idea of the person who must 

continually talk about himself in order 

to impress others. 



Love is not rude 
• The King James Version says that love 

“does not behave itself unseemly.” 

• Love has good manners.  



Love is not self-seeking 
• does not demand its own way 

• is not stubborn about things that don’t 

matter.  

• Love serves and doesn’t worry about 

who gets the credit. 



Love is not easily angered 

 

Phillips paraphrases, “It is not 

touchy.” 



Love keeps no record of wrongs.  
• an accounting word, used of numerical 

calculation.  

• Love doesn’t keep a tally of wrongs and 

bear a grudge until each is paid for.  

• Love has a bad memory of wrongs done 

to it.  

• Love is quick to hit the Delete key. 



Love does not delight in evil 

 
• Love takes no pleasure in the 

misfortunes of others. 

• Love does not enjoy passing along bad 

news.  



Love rejoices with the truth  

 

Love cheers whenever the truth wins 

out. 



Love always protects 
• means to protect by covering.  

• Love doesn’t broadcast the problems of 

others.  

• Love defends the character of the other 

person as much as possible within the 

limits of truth.  

• Love won’t lie about weaknesses, but 

neither will it deliberately expose and 

emphasize them. 



Love always trusts 
• does not mean gullibility 

• means that love is not suspicious and 

doubting of the other person’s character and 

motives without good reason, even if his 

actions offended you. 



Love always hopes 
• Love is not pessimistic.  

• Love does not wish the one loved to fail, but to 

succeed.  

• Love refuses to take failure as final.  

• Love says, “I know you can do it, because God 

in you is able!”  

• Love rests on the promises of God, that He is 

working all things together for good for those 

who love Him and are called according to His 

purpose. 



Love always perseveres. 
• a military word meaning “to sustain the 

assault of an enemy.”  

• Love hangs in there. 



Patient Keeps no record of wrongs 

Kind Does not delight in evil 

Does not envy Rejoices with the truth 

Does not boast; not proud Always protects 

Not rude Always trusts 

Not self-seeking Always hopes 

Not easily angered Always perseveres 

Which quality(s) stand(s) out as the 

greatest strength in your life right now? 

Which stand(s) out as the greatest need?  



3. Love Endures 
 
1 Corinthians 13:8-13  Love never fails. But where there are 

prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will 

be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we 

know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection 

comes, the imperfect disappears. When I was a child, I talked 

like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 

became a man, I put childish ways behind me. Now we see but 

a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. 

Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully 

known. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But 

the greatest of these is love.  



Love is the most excellent way 

because it enriches, edifies and 

endures. How does this apply to 

you? 



1. Do Not Exalt Spiritual 

Gifts Over Character. 



2 Timothy 3:10 You, however, know all 

about my teaching, my way of life, my 

purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance… 



2 Peter 1:5-8 For this very reason, make every 

effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 

goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-

control; and to self-control, perseverance; and 

to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, 

brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, 

love. For if you possess these qualities in 

increasing measure, they will keep you from 

being ineffective and unproductive in your 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



“You really need both character and 

skills to be a good leader. If you have 

character without competence what you 

have is sincere ineffectiveness. But… if 

you have competence without character 

you become a menace—a menace to a 

church, a menace to a small group and a 

menace to society.”  
Rick Warren 



Criteria for COP’s staff recruitment & church 

leadership:  

  

Character 

Conviction 

Competence 

Chemistry 

Called 



2. Think About Your 

Intentions & Motives 

Behind The Actions You 

Take. 

 
Romans 12:9 Love must be sincere… 



3 wrong reasons people serve God: 

- Legalism 

- False Guilt 

- Self-seeking 



1 Timothy 1:5  
The goal of this command is love, which comes 

from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 

sincere faith.  



3.Express Genuine Care In 

Your Actions For The People 

That Surrounds You On A 

Daily Basis. 



1 John 3:18 Dear children, let us not love 

with words or tongue but with actions and 

in truth.  



John Maxwell: The One Thing To Get Right  

3 questions people that followers ask 

leaders (that we ask one another): 

 

• Do you like me? 

• Can you help me? 

• Can I trust you? 



Leadership (and serving) is about 

adding value to people’s lives. 



5 things you can do everyday to add value to 

people’s lives: 

• You can value people 

• You can think of ways to add value to people 

• You can look for ways to add value to people 

• You can ask yourself if you have added value 

to people 

• You can encourage others to add value to 

people 


