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 A. The Holy Spirit & Salvation 

The Spirit and Christian Salvation 

1. The Spirit initiates us into the saving 
knowledge of Christ 

 It is the Spirit who brings men to repentance, 
faith and incorporation into Christ. To believe 
the gospel, respond to Jesus or receive the 
Spirit are three ways of looking at the same 
thing (2Cor 11:4). 
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2.  The Spirit assures us of salvation 

 The first requirement after salvation seems 
to be the need of assurance.  The believer 
needs to know he belongs to the new family, 
that he is accepted in the beloved one (Eph 1: 6) 

 1Jn 3:24 tell us that this is the main function 
of the Spirit – “This is how we know that he 
remains in us, by means of the Spirit whom 
he has given us.” 
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3.  The Spirit and the Work of Assurance 
 

 There are four words in the NT to describe different 
aspects of this work of assurance that the Holy Spirit does 
for the believer. 
 a)  Adoption (Gal.4: 5,6; Eph 1:5; Rom 8:15,17) 

  The word speaks of status. Although we were once 
 ‘slaves’, we are now children of God.  

 
 b)  First installment/Earnest (2Cor 1:22, Eph 1:13-14) 

  This word is used in the prophetic sense, it looks 
 forward to a greater gift in the future. The Spirit is 
 God’s first down payment or installment of the future 
 salvation that awaits us; the part of the future we 
 have now in the present; the pledge of the fuller life 
 that is to come. 
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+ c) Seal (Eph 1:13; 2Cor 2:21-22) 

 The word speaks of ownership in property. 
Being sealed by the Spirit would mean that 
we belonged to God. 
 The word “seal” (Gr. sphragizo) - “mark (with 
a seal) as a means of identification...; so that 
the mark which denotes ownership, also 
carries with it the protection of the owner. 

 

d)  First-fruits (Rom 8:23; 11:16; 16:5; 1Cor 15:20, 23) 

Used in farming, the word suggest the 
quality of the fruits. 
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4.  The Spirit and the ‘Already & Not Yet.’ 

  
 The words used to describe the work of 
assurance suggest the tension of the 
‘already and not yet’. The word ‘adoption’, 
‘first installment’, ‘seal’ and ‘first fruits’ do 
not imply incomplete work. They describe 
the Spirit’s work of assuring the believers 
of their future inheritance in Christ. 
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B. The Holy Spirit & Christian 

Character  
 
     The Spirit in Christian Character 
   After assuring us of our son-ship the Spirit 

sets out to reproduce in us the character and 
graces of the family into which we have been 
adopted. 
 1.  The Spirit of _____________________ 
  Freedom from the law, condemnation and 

 guilt. Ultimately freedom from sin and 
 death. See Gal 3:2; Rom 7:6; 2 Cor 3:6, 17. 
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2. The Spirit of Power 

 Power and strength for ministry, to live 
holy and victorious lives, to adapt to all 
life’s situations. (Phil 2:13, 4:13; Eph 1:18f, 3:16; 1 
Tim 3:16; 1 Pet 3:18) 

 
 

3. The Spirit of Christ-likeness 
 To more like Christ in character, faith and 
ministry. (Gal 5:22ff; 1Thess 1:5, 4:7,8; Rom 5:5, 
14:17; 1 Pet 4:14; Col 1:8; Jn 1:14; 2Cor 4:4; Titus 3:5) 
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+ 4. The Spirit Sustains our Freedom 
(Meaning of ‘WALK BY THE SPIRIT’ IN GAL 5:16-26) 

n  Paul’s answer is the Spirit of God. The command to 
live by the Spirit is the central concept in Paul’s 
ethical appeal.  

n  Since the Christian life begins with the Spirit (3:3, 4:6, 
29), the only way to continue the Christian life is by 
the power of the Spirit. The Spirit is not only the 
source of Christian life but also the only power to 
sustain it.  

n  The command to walk speaks of choosing a way of life 
or a ‘lifestyle,’ but more than a matter of outward 
style.  

n  His command speaks of a way of living in which all 
aspects of life are directed & transformed by the Spirit 
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+ CONTRASTS BETWEEN SPIRIT & FLESH 

SPIRIT FLESH 

Walk by the Spirit (5:16)  
______________________ 

Fulfill lusts of the flesh (5:16) 
_____________________ 

Led by the Spirit (5:18) 
______________________ 

Under the Law (5:18) 
_____________________ 

Fruit of the Spirit (5:22-23) 
______________________ 

Works of the Flesh (5:19-21) 
_____________________ 

Sow in the Spirit (6:8) Sow in the Flesh (6:8) 

Reap life (6:8) Reap corruption (6:8) 
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+ n These antitheses set forth the advantages of living 
the life of freedom in the Spirit in contrast to the  
life of bondage in the flesh. The command to     
‘walk in the Spirit’ refers to the act of walking     
and it is used figuratively of general conduct.  

n Galatians 5:13- 6:10 confront every Christian with 
the alternative of two atmospheres in which he may 
live, legalism or freedom.  

n They inform him that he must be dominated by one 
of two forces, the spirit or the flesh.  

n They define the outcome of two lives, sowing to the 
flesh which brings corruption, and sowing to the spirit 
which brings life.  

n They characterize the Christian who has ‘crucified 
the flesh with the passions and the lusts there’ (5:24). 

24 Apr 2016 by Simon Cheong 



+ 5. The Fruit of the Holy Spirit 
a.  Love (agape) – active unconditional and unselfish 

service to others, expressed toward God and man, a 
deliberate effort with the help of God never to seek 
anything but the highest good even for those who 
seek the worst for us. 

 
b.  Joy (‘chara’) – Gladness & Happiness stemming from a 

personal relationship with God, especially in response 
to God’s grace. (Ps 30:11; Rom 14:17;15:13; Phil 1:4,25) 

 
c.  Peace (‘eirene’) – Wholeness, tranquility of mind based 

on forgiveness, harmony, both with God and fellow 
man. Serenity enjoyed under a just and good 
government, good order of a city.   
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d.  Longsuffering (‘makrothumia’) - patience, 

forbearance, willingness to wait for others like 
God waits for us, self-restraint in the face of 
provocation. (Rom 2:4; 9:22; 1Tim 1:16; 1Pet 3:20). 

 
e.  Kindness (‘chrestotes’) – Excellence of character 

towards those in need or mercy that puts others 
at ease (2Cor 6:6) 

 
f.  Goodness (‘agathosune’) – Righteousness softened by 

love - generosity that reaches beyond just giving 
what is one’s due (Rom 15:4; Eph 5:9; 2Thess 1:11) 
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+ g.  Faithfulness (‘pistis’) - the virtue of fidelity towards 
others, reliability, trustworthiness,  
   

h.  Gentleness (‘piraotes’) – Meekness, submissive to 
God’s will and considerate to others (1Cor 4:21, 2Cor 10:1; 

Eph 4:2); a humble and kind attitude that can calm 
another’s anger. 

 
i.  Self-control (‘egkrateria’) – self mastery & priority of 

others’ (1Cor 7:9; 9:25) the virtue of one who masters his 
desires, pleasures & appetites.  

 
 (Paul defines this as the “fruit” (singular) of the Spirit: 

produced in us not overnight but overtime - process) 
24 Apr 2016 by Simon Cheong 



+ 
C. The Spirit in Christian Growth 

 The Holy Spirit, who is both one with God and 
resident in us, has a further role in the life of 
the believer. He is indeed, as John Taylor 
aptly called him, “the go-between God”, for 
he both takes the things of God and makes 
them real to us on the one hand, and takes 
our faint longings and prayers and brings 
them to the Father on the other. 
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1.  The Spirit Illuminates God (Jn 14:13-17) 

 According to 1 Cor 2, the Christian message 
is God’s truth mediated to them by God’s 
Spirit. No man nor human spirit can 
comprehend the things of God. The Spirit is 
given to enable us to understand not the 
future, but the gracious gifts God has already 
made over to us (2:12). 

 The Spirit of truth who proceeds from the 
Father is shown in his role of bearing witness 
to Jesus who is the truth of God incarnate (Jn 
15:15; 16:14-15, 14:6). He gets to the center of 
our thinking and emotions: guides us into all 
truths from within. 
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2. The Spirit Guides  

 Does God always reveal his will and plans 
dramatically or in an extraordinary manner? 
How? David Watson in One in the Spirit, 
p54ff, draws from the Bible (4) four ways in 
which the Spirit guides the believer. 

 a.   Through ______________________ (Acts 16:10) 

 b.   Through _______________________ (Acts 6,13) 

 c.   Through the ___________________ (Col 3:16) 

 d.   Through _______________________ (Col 3:15) 
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3. The Spirit empowers prayer. How? 

  
 a.  Praying in the Spirit (Jude 20; Eph 6:18) 

  
 b.  Spirit inspired prayers/ministries like in the 

 spiritual gifts (1Cor 12-14). 

  
 c.  The Spirit prays through us (Rom 8:26-27) 

  Assurance that He intercedes for us 
 according to the will of God. 
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Q. WHAT IS A SPIRITUAL GIFT? 

(1Cor 12, Romans 12 , Ephesians 4) 

Write your definition below: 
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D.   The Spirit & Spiritual Gifts  

The Spirit and Spiritual Gifts 
 
1. The Incarnational Nature of the Gifts  

 (Rom 12:1-3; 1 Cor.12:1-3: Eph 4:1-3)   
 The spiritual gifts are incarnational rather 
than just supernatural or spiritual. Man has 
his share of responsibilities in exercising the 
gifts. This is to say that Christian character 
is an important foundation in exercising 
spiritual fights. “Being” before “doing”. 
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 Paul is speaking about the basic responsibilities of 
Christians in the incarnational exercise of the gifts. 
At Rome, the danger was ______________________; 
at Corinth it was ¨_____________________________; 
and at Ephesus it was the winds of _____________. 
But the principle is the same – “let us take on the 
mind of Christ.” 

 
 a.  The bodies as living sacrifice (Rom 12:1) 
 b.  The mind – “make up your mind” 
 c.  The Lordship of Christ – proper attitude 
 d.  Renewal of mind (Eph 4:23) 
 e.  To be well inform (not to be ignorant). 
 f.  Christian lifestyle – meekness, longsuffering, 

 patience, keep the unity of the spirit, etc. 
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2. The Trinity and the Gifts (1Cor 12:4-6; Eph 4:4-6) 

  
 a)  The Trinity is involved in the ministering        

 of spiritual gifts (1Cor 12:4-6).  
  
 b)  The Trinity is involved in the distribution 

 of the gifts (God: Rom 12:3; Jesus: Eph 4:7-8, 11; 
 Spirit: 1Cor 12:7-11, 24).  

     
 c)  There is unity in diversity & the distribution is 

 to reflect the glory of the Trinity 
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+  3.  Concerning Spiritual Gifts. 
 

 a.  All of them are supernatural gifts  
 b.  Gifts are not a sign of being spiritual. 
 c.  We don’t own the gifts. They belong to God. 
 d.  Gifts are given to us for edification, 

 exhortation and comfort. 
 e.  God does not move the same way all the 

 time. 
 f.  God is going to use you as you are, your 

 nature and character. He wants you to be 
 the best you can be. 
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+ 
g.  The nine gifts are for our profit/help. (12:7) 

  
h. There are 3 categories of gifts of the Holy 

Spirit. 
 i)  Three of them say something (Gift of 

 Utterance) 
 ii)  Three of them do something (Gift of 

 Power) 
 iii) Three of them reveal something (Gift of 

 Revelations) 
  
 However in operation ‘they often overlap’. 
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4. A List of Gifts 
 

 Paul introduces the analogy of the human 
body with its organic unity, diversity of 
function, interdependence of members to 
illustrate how the gifts are also diverse in 
kind and function and are interdependent on 
each together designed to give unity, 
solidarity and healthy growth to the church. 
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SUMMARY OF SPIRITUAL 

GIFTS 
 1.   Wisdom 

2.   Knowledge 
3.   Faith 
4.   Healing 
5.   Miracles 
6.   Prophecy 
7.   Discernment of Spirits 
8.   Speaking in tongues 
9.   Interpretation of tongues 
10.  Service 
11.  Teaching 
12.  Exhortation 
13.  Giving 

n  14. Leadership 
n  15. Mercy 
n  16. Apostle 
n  17. Helps 
n  18. Administration 
n  19. Evangelist 
n  20. Pastor 
n  21. Celibacy 
n  22. Voluntary Poverty 
n  23. Martyrdom 
n  24. Hospitality 
n  25. Missionary 
n  26. Intercession 
n  27. Exorcism 
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5. Guidelines in Exercising Gifts     

 a)  According to Romans 12 
  : Exercise in proportion to our faith. 
  : Concentrate on our known ministries and 

   develop them. 
  : Maintain the right ____________________ 

 
 b)  According to 1Cor 12 
  : We all have different function in the body 

   of Christ & must understand the inter-   
   connection & relationship to the whole body. 

  : Gifts must be manifested for the edification of 
   the whole body, and not just for self. 

  : All are equally important. 
  : Gifts must be exercise in __________________  
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+ c)   According to Eph 4 
 : Specialized gifts & the entire body of  

      believers. 
 : Focus is on the equipper. 
 : Functions of the gifts – the goal is ___________     

       of Christ. 
 
d)  According to 1 Peter 4:9-11 

 : Minister God’s grace in its many-colored forms. 
 : Minister in confidence in the _______________   

       of the Lord. 
 

 Finally, God must have all the glory. The gifts 
are God’s grace to bless the church. 
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CONSIDER THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 

GIFTS AND FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 

GIFTS FRUIT 

Concerns with Christian 
service – ability to do 

Concern with Christian 
character – ability to become 

Given apart from consideration 
of worthiness 

Result stemming from abiding 
in Christ 

During special occasions by 
prayer or laying on of hands 

(1Tim 4:14) 

Continual communion: grows, 
takes time & patience. A 

natural process 

Temporary: cessation of gifts 
only at Christ’s coming  

Eternal: Love never ends (1Cor 
13:8) 

Operate through us – channels 
only 

Operate in us – inward 
character 
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E.  The Holy Spirit & Missions 

1. Early Pentecostal concepts 
 a.  Baptism of the Holy Spirit is enduement of 

 power for missionary work.  
 b.  Tongues as a sign of the missionary call. 

 Many thought they were speaking in a foreign 
 language and took that as a sign from God to 
 serve as missionary to that language group. 
 But they later found that it was not so. 

 c.  Missions as their “purpose of being.” 
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The Holy Spirit & Missions 

2. Reflections on where missions belong  
  A Spirit’s perspective on mission also include :  

  
 a.  The Spirit as the Spirit of  Christ (Rom 8:9). 

 Everyone who receives Christ receives the 
 Holy Spirit.   
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+ The Holy Spirit & Missions 

b.  The Spirit creates the Church   
 
n  2Cor 13:13 – communion or fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit - can mean communities created by the 
Holy Spirit.  

n  A Spirit-guided witness and the proclamation of 
the gospel leads to the creation of new 
communities of believers with a new way of 
relating to each other called the church. (Eph 4:4)  

n  It is something from ______________________ and 
not blood ties or nationality, ideology or economic 
interests that link people together.  
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n One does not belong to this new community 

by birth but by ________________ (Jn 3:3-5). 
 
n Two things about this new community: it is 

the result of the missionary work of the Holy 
Spirit as well as it is the instrument of the 
work of the Holy Spirit.  

 
n However, John emphasizes the missionary 

_________________ of the church in the world. 
The unity of the church is a witness to a 
divided world. 
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+ The Holy Spirit & Missions 

 c. The Spirit gathers the first fruits of the 
harvest (Rom 8:23)  
 The coming new age (Mk 13) will be the age of 
the gospel being preached among the nations, 
it will be marked by the presence of the Spirit 
enabling believers to bear witness to Jesus, 
despite the costly consequences (Mk 13:9-13). 
The Church age to which Jesus looked forward 
is to be marked by missions and the Spirit. He 
is the power for mission. 
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The Holy Spirit & Missions 

4. The Holy Spirit & the Great Commission 
 In every instance where the commission is 
given, some reference, either direct or indirect, 
is made to the Holy Spirit. 
 a.  Matt 28:91-20 refers to baptism in… 
 b.  Mk 16:17 records signs following those who   

         believe 
 c.  Lk 24:49 refers to the promise of the coming 

 of the Holy Spirit 
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d. Acts 1:8-9 states the mission of the church &  

the command to be filled as Jesus’ final words. 
 
e.  John 14-16 – emphasized the purpose of the 

coming of the Holy Spirit.  
 The new Paraklete will come upon them when 
Jesus is taken from them. He will bear witness 
against the world, as Jesus did, and he will 
bring conviction (John 16:8). John is saying, loud 
and clear, that the coming of the Spirit upon the 
Church is to equip it for missions. 
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The Holy Spirit & Missions 

5.  The Holy Spirit is a Missionary Spirit  
  a.  Mission was _________________ by the Holy   
         Spirit.  

  Proclamation was dependent upon the 
 coming of the overwhelming presence of the 
 Spirit in the new situation – giving them 
 utterance (Acts 1:8; 2:1-11) 

  
 b.  Missions was carried out by a group of men  

 kindled, cleansed, and empowered by the 
 Spirit (Acts 4:31). 
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The Holy Spirit & Missions 

c.  Mission barriers are broken down as a result of the 
work of the Spirit - ethnic walls (Acts 10) 

 
d. Missions is _____________ by the gifts of the Spirit 
 
e.  Mission expansion is guided by the Holy Spirit  
 
f.  Missions was held together by two (2) movements 

of the Spirit – as the ‘Holy Transcendent God’ and 
the ‘Spirit of the Servant’ (Isa 6 & 61) 
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+ The Holy Spirit & Missions 

6. The Spirit and Missions in Acts 
 In Luke, he demonstrated how Jesus was the 
bearer of this Spirit. He was anointed with the 
Holy Spirit and with power (Acts 10:38). In 
Acts he was at greatest pains to maintain that 
the Spirit who equipped Jesus for his mission, 
equips the disciples to carry it on. 
 a.  The promise of the Spirit and the power to 

 be witnesses, Acts 1:8. 
 b.  Fulfillment of Acts 1:8 – demonstration of 

 Spirit power in the lives of the apostles. 
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+ The Holy Spirit & Missions 

c.  Demonstration of Spirit’s power in 
extraordinary signs and wonders in Acts  

 
d. The Spirit _______________________ mission. 

 The missionary journeys of Paul – Acts 13, 16. 
The first two MJ were results of the Spirit’s 
activity. 

 
e. The promise of protection for the 

missionaries.  
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In Mission, the Holy Spirit:   

 
1.  Bestows Power  
2.  Gives Utterance 
3.  Inspires Boldness 
4.  Regains Purity 
5.  Cooperates with 
6.  Directs Organization 
7.  Orders Expansion Acts 11:19-21 
8.  Overcomes satanic power –exorcism 
9.  Directed the writers 
10. Prepares heart 
11. Enlightens Believers – discernment 
12. Comforts Believers 
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Conclusion 

 The Holy Spirit is not a captive of the 
church, He cannot be manipulated.  He is 

free and sovereign. What practical 
measures should be taken to prevent the 

former from happening?  
Also, how would you describe the work of the 

Holy Spirit in both the church and the 
world today?  If so, what are the marks of 

His work? 
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