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QUICK REVIEW OF HOLY SPIRIT IN OT 
”Equated with God’s power or personal presence in action.” Horton pg 19  

•  Ruach: wind, breath, life 
•  Creation: creative activity 
•  Man: breath of life 
•  Flood: Abide or judge  
•  Abraham, Joseph – prophet, 

dreams Gen 20:7, 17; 41:38 
•  Moses: leadership, tasks, gifts, 

skills Num 11:17, 25 
•  Joshua: wisdom Num 27:18 
•  Judges: strength, boldness 3:10; 

6:34;11:29; 14:6 
•  Elijah, Elisha- prophecy, miracles 

1Kgs18:12; 2Kgs 2:9 

•  Saul: changed, temporal 
1Sam 10:8 

•  David: deity of Spirit, growing 
experience 1Sam 16:13 

•  Solomon: wisdom govern 
•  Exile: word and visions 
•  Return: instruct, encouraging, 
•  Joel: poured out, all flesh 2:28 
•  Isaiah: Messiah 63:9-10 
•  Micah: judgment 3:8 
•  Daniel – dreams 4:8-9; 5:11 
•  Ezekiel: new spirit 3:14;11:5 
•  Zechariah: restoration 4:6 



Introduction 
The NT word for ‘spirit’ in Greek is pneuma (principle of life or 
vitality). It comes from the verb which means ‘to breath’ or ‘to 

blow,’ after the OT anology of the Hebrew ruach. Hence the basic 
meaning of ‘air’ and ‘breathing’ The phrase ‘Holy Spirit’ in the 
NT it is found between 80 and 90 times. It is in the NT that the 

Holy Spirit really enters on the centre of the stage as ‘the Spirit of 
life’ (Rom 8:2), ‘the Spirit of sonship’ (Rom 8:15), ‘the Spirit of 

Grace’ (Heb 10:29),  ‘Spirit of truth’ (Jn 14:17) or ‘of wisdom’ (Acts 
6:3,10). (Heron, p39) 

 
Above all it is significant that the Spirit now receives a personal 
title in anticipation of his unique historical manifestation; he is 

called the ‘Paraclete’ (Jn 14:16-26). 



The Dynamics of the 
Holy Spirit in the 

Synoptic Gospels 
MaGhew,	  Mark	  and	  Luke	  



1. The Dynamics of the Spirit in the Life 
and Ministry of Jesus  

 1.1 The forerunners of Jesus – Prophetic Role 

 a. Simeon and Anna (Lk 2:25-28,32; 36-38)  
 b. John the Baptist (Lk.1:15, 80 Mt 3:7-12) 

1.2  His conception and birth (Mt 1:10, 20; Lk1:35) – Direction & 
involvement in Jesus’ birth. 

 a. Jesus was conceived of the Holy Spirit in the womb   
          of Mary (Mt 1:20; Lk 1:30-35; Heb 2:14; 10:5; Ps 40:6) 

 b. Various individuals were filled with the Spirit to 
 make pronouncements about His birth 



Jesus – Man of the Spirit 
The OT anticipated the coming of the Anointed One bearing the 
mark of the Spirit and Jesus embodied it. (Lk 4:18f) 
1.3  His baptism(Mt 3:16; Lk.3:22; Acts 10:30; Jn 3:34) His descent & 

presence… 
 a. Descended in bodily form like a dove - Lk 3:21-22 
 b. Even "alighting upon Him" - Mt 3:16  
  

1.4  His temptation (Mk 1:12; Mt 4:1; Lk 4:1) His power & presence... 
 a. Jesus was "filled with the Holy Spirit" - Lk 4:1 
 b. He was "led by the Spirit" into the wilderness  - Mt 4:1; 
Mk 1:12  



1.5  Victory over demons His power during Jesus’ 
ministry...(the presence of the kg is defined by the effective 
power & manifestations of the Spirit)  

 a. Jesus returned from His temptations "in the power 
 of the Spirit" to teach in the synagogues  Lk 4:14-15 

 b. He applied Isaiah's prophecy to Himself, which 
 said "The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me" Lk 4:16-21 
 Isa 61:1ff) 

 c. On one occasion it is said that Jesus "rejoiced in 
 the Spirit" - Lk 10:21 

 d. Jesus claimed to cast out demons by the power of 
 the Holy Spirit- Mt 12:28 



1.6  Empowered by the Holy Spirit in the Life of Christ 
 A summary of Jesus’ ministry in Acts 10:38 (cfJn 3:34) 
“Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit & with power.” 

 a. Anointed for ministry by the Spirit (Isa 11:2; 42:1-4; 
 61:1-2; Luke 4:18; Acts 4:27; 10:38; Heb.1:9) 

 b. Filled with the Spirit (Lk 4:1,14;10:21) 

 c. Led by the Spirit (Luke 4:1) 

 d. Rejoiced in the Spirit (Luke 10:21) 

 e. Cast out demons by the Spirit (Matt. 12:28) 
 f.  Raised by Spirit (Rom.1:4?; 8:11?; 1 Pet. 3:18?) 
  



1.7 The Promise of the Holy Spirit (of the Father) 
 All the four gospel recorded the promise of the Holy 
Spirit. Example: 

 a. Jesus baptised with the Spirit and with fire (Mt  3:11;  
            Mk 1:8; Lk 3:16). 

 b. The Spirit will tell them what to say when they  are  
         put on trial (Mt 10:20; Mk 13:11; Lk 12:12). 

 c. Mt 7:11 referred to the Spirit as ‘good things’ 
 which Lk 11:13 translated as the ‘Holy Spirit.’ 

 d. Luke concludes with the instruction of Jesus to 
 the disciples to wait in Jerusalem until they are 
 clothed with power from on high (Lk 24:49). This is   

         later repeated again in Acts 1:3, 8. 



1.8 The Prayer life of Jesus 
 The importance of prayer for Jesus becomes 
apparent both from his teaching on prayer and from 
the practice of his own praying. Example: 

 a. The Temple is valued precisely as a house of  
 prayer (Mk 11:17 cf Isa 56:7). 

 b. The disciples are encouraged for boldness in 
 prayer (Mk 11:24; Mt 7:7-11; Lk 11:9-13). 

 c. The ‘Lord’s Prayer’ (Mt 6:9-13; Lk 11:2-4) 
 d. From Matthew’s special material comes the 

 strong denunciation of the abuse of prayer (Mt  6:5-8;  
           cf Mk 12:40/Lk20:47). 
 



1.8 The Prayer life of Jesus  
 Jesus regarded prayer as of first importance. 
 e. Luke’s preservation of the parable of the friend at 

 midnight, the challenge of ‘unashamed prayer’ (Lk  
           11:5-8); & also the prayer of the unjust judge (Lk 18:1-5)  

  
 f. The Gethsemane experience (Mk 14:32-36) 
  Is regarded as the strongest testimony of Jesus 

 dependence on prayer and also the only explicit 
 testimony that Jesus addressed God as ‘Abba’. It 
 was an action of one who had always found 
 strength in prayer now desperately searching for that  

         same strength through the usual channel. 
 



1.9  The Great Commission and the water baptism 
  formulae 

   a. The gospel of Matthew ends with Great     
   Commission and the baptism formulae, “in the   
   name of the Father and of the Son and of the   
   Holy Spirit.”  
   b. Mark’s gospel ends with the emphasis on power  
   evangelism (Mk 16:17-18).   
   c.  Luke’s gospel ends with the command to the    
   disciples to wait in Jerusalem until they are   
   filled with the Holy Spirit. 



DISCUSS & SHARE (1) 

•  What are the main works of the Spirit in the 
life and ministry of Jesus? What is the 

relationship between prayer life, ministry 
and the power of the Spirit? How did the 

‘early believers’ (Acts) followed this model 
of dependence? What challenges do we 

face on modeling after this posture of 
Christian living & ministry today? 



The Dynamics of the 
Spirit in the John’s 

Literature 

Gospel of John, 1, 2, 3 John 



The Spirit in Johannine Writings 
John draws on OT imagery of the Spirit related to the life 

giving power of water and strength: rebirth (3:5-8); 
spring of life (4:14; 6:63; 7:38-39), new life (20:22 cf Gen 2:7; 

Ezek 37:9) and anointing (1Jn 2:20, 27) 

He presents the integral relationship between Christ and 
the Spirit: anointed (1:32); Spirit ‘without 
measure’ (3:34) gift of Spirit (6:53, 62-63) 

The most distinctive feature is the promise of the coming 
Paraclete (14:16) in 2.4 



2.  The Spirit in John’s Gospel 
2.1  The Spirit in the Earlier Part of the Gospel 
     a.  Born of the Spirit (Jn 3:3-8) 

  The emphasis is clearly on the work of the Spirit in 
 bringing new life to the believers; life from above, life 
 from heaven, from God. John’s emphasis seems to lie 
 in the strong contrast made between natural birth 
 and spiritual birth, and hence natural life and spiritual 
 life. The analogy of the wind symbolize what is 
 invisible & powerful. 



b. Unlimited Nature of the Spirit (Jn 3:34-35) 
•  Jesus had the Spirit without measure (Jn 3:34). The 

statement implies the words of God need the Spirit of 
God to interpret them. The context shows that the 
sent one is the Son, and thus, draws attention to a 
close connection between the Spirit and the ministry 
of Jesus.   

 
c. Link between the Spirit and life.(Jn 6:63 cf 3:5) 

 The Holy Spirit is aligned to the teaching on 
regeneration in 3:35. Believers are again viewed as 
belonging to a different order from the natural man. 
Faith is link to the Spirit, not with flesh. 



d. Living in the Spirit (Jn 4:13-14; 7:37-39)  
•  To the woman at the well Jesus presented himself as 

the Giver of water that will become in a person a well 
of water springing up into everlasting life. In this, 
Jesus went beyond the promise of a new life to the 
promise of a life in the Spirit, bringing not a few drops 
of water merely, but a spring well continually flowing 
because it comes from a higher source.  

•  The meaning of this water is made known in Jn 7:37-39. 
Jesus had the Spirit without measure (Jn 3:34). The 
overflow of the Spirit from Him was available to satisfy 
the thirst of their souls. 



e. Worshipping in spirit and in truth (Jn 4:24). 
 Horton takes ‘in spirit’ means ‘in the Spirit’ (p117).  
 “True worshippers are not those who got to the right places 
and say the right prayers. They are those who recognize the 
nature of God. By His very nature He is Spirit and if we 
worship in truth we must not only recognise His nature, we 
must conform our worship to His nature. Therefore, we must 
worship “in spirit,” for this is the chief emphasis in this 
passage. “In spirit” however, as is so often the case, really 
means “in the Spirit.” Our own spirits do not conform to 
God’s nature as Spirit. But the Holy Spirit’s does. Thus, we 
need to open our hearts to the Spirit if we are to be genuine 
worshippers of God.” The Spirit leads believers in Christ to 
true worship. 



Jesus’ promise concerning the Coming 
Spirit in John 14 -16 

 The Fourth Gospel located the occasion of Jesus’ 
delivering this promise within his farewell discourse 

in the upper room just before his betrayal (Jn 
14:16). John identified the promised figure as 
“another Counselor” or “helper”.This becomes 

evidence in the different roles of the Spirit: witness, 
revealer, interpreter, and leader into the truth. 

 



2.2 The Spirit in the Passion Narrative 
   The Paraklete (Jn 14:16)- character, function & foreshadowing 
    The following is a summary of what John said about the 

Holy Spirit in chapters 14-16: 
a.  Known as the Paraclete, often translated as the 

Comforter, Counsellor, Helper. This implies the 
personality of the Holy Spirit. The word paraclete is from 
the Greek parakletos which is derived from para, “to the 
side of,” and kaleo “to call or summon.” Hence parakletos 
means “one who is called or summoned to the side of.” 

b.  Sent by the Father. Jesus is sometimes known as the 1st 
Comforter. His departure to the Father would result in the 
sending of the Holy Spirit. The disciples will not be 
‘comfortless.’ (15:26) 



c.  He is the Spirit of Truth; embodiment & custodian of truth in 
contrast to the spirit of falsehood.(14:16;15:26; 16:13) 

d.  He guides into all the truth (16:13). What Jesus proclaims 
from God (1:17; 8:40, 45, 46; 18:37); Jesus himself is the truth 
(14:6); and God’s Word is also the truth (16:13). 

e.  He will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin, 
righteousness and judgment (16:8-11). 

f.  He comes to glorify Jesus (16:14). The Spirit always reveals 
Jesus as all the Bible says He is. Example – Saviour, 
Baptizer, Healer, Coming king. 

g.  He enables believers to witness to Christ (15:26) 
h.  He brings to remembrance His teaching (14:26) 
i.  He reveals in the sphere of the future (16:13)  



2.3 The Spirit in 1John 
    The following is a summary of what John said about 

the Holy Spirit in chapters 1John: 
a.  3:24 – Christ abides in believers by the Spirit 
b.  4:1-6 – Where the Spirit abides truth reign. The sign of 

the Holy Spirit is his witness to the incarnation of 
Christ. 

c.   4:13 – We know that we abide in Him because God 
has given us the Spirit. Abiding is not a natural pursuit 
and demands the Spirit’s activity to make it possible 

d.  5:7 – The Spirit is the witness, because the Spirit is 
the truth, alluding to a Spirit-directed testimony from 
the past which is still a present reality. 



DISCUSS & SHARE (2)  

•  Who is the ‘Paraklete’? Why was the 
‘Helper’ sent? Describe his work and 

mission. What did the ‘early church’ do to 
receive this promise of the Father? Is this a 
prevalent practice in our churches today? 



The Dynamics of the 
Spirit in the Book of 

Luke/Acts 



3. In the Birth & Expansion of the 
Early Church (Lukan) 

3.1  Gospels: 
   Jesus dominates the Gospel, and in comparison 

little is said about the Spirit. In the Gospel the 
activity of the Spirit is seen in Jesus’ ministry – 
His overall ministry is born of the Spirit 

 a. Empowered by the Spirit – charismatic ministry 
 b. Is primarily eschatological blessing (eg the 

 promise of the Spirit Lk24:49 cf Acts 1) 



Acts: Pentecost – Fulfillment & Power 
3.2 Although the book of Acts draws “the attention to the fact that 

the work of Jesus was continued by the Spirit, through the 
apostles, yet, there is running through the book of Acts a new 
awareness of the Spirit. This new awareness came not only 
from their 

 a)  Initial Pentecostal experience,  
 b)  but from a daily consciousness of His presence 
 c)  guidance, 
 d)  fellowship of the Spirit, 
 e)  and from many special manifestations of His power 
  
 Luke stresses the reception of Spirit with visible signs; Spirit’s 
abiding with the community & transforming power –birth & 
expansion of church, gave boldness & leadership authority. 



Jesus’ promise concerning the Coming 
Spirit in Early Church 

The early church was convinced that Jesus was the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament hope. He was the 

one who was both uniquely endowed with the Spirit 
and through whom the outpouring of the Spirit 
would come. In addition, however, his disciples 

found in Jesus’ message a specific promise 
concerning the Spirit’s imminent coming. 



3.3 Lukan Pneumatology 
 One of Luke’s contributions to New Testament 
theology is in the area of pneumatology.  Besides 

other important information about the church and the 
apostle and NT doctrines, Luke gave much 

information about the person and works of the Spirit.  
Many Pentecostal scholars today felt that it is 

possible through the narratives of Luke-Acts to build 
a Lukan pneumatology.  Pentecostal scholars 

suggest the following hermeneutical guidelines in the 
study of Luke-Acts: 



a.  Luke was a good historian. His account and 
observation of the history of the early church and 
the apostles is accurate. So likewise his account 
on spiritual matters, even the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
b.  Luke was a good theologian. Contrary to 

Evangelicals position, Pentecostals felt that Luke 
presented his theology through historical 
narratives. This is a question of hermeneutical 
principles. 



c.  Luke was independent of other NT writers 
especially Paul. Luke should be respected as an 
independent NT writer although he has written only 
2 letters in contrast to Paul’s thirteen. He wrote 
independently of the others.  

 
d.  Luke and his theological perspectives should not 

be viewed through the lenses of other NT writers 
especially, in present hermeneutical debate, 
through the lenses of Paul and his theological 
perspectives. 



e.  Luke’s emphasis on the Holy Spirit in Acts in contrast 
with Paul’s emphasis. 

 Luke’s       Paul’s 
•  Pneumatology     Soteriology 
•  Charismatic      Christian living 
•  Doing       Being 
•  Many baptism     One baptism 
•  Empowerment (dunamis)  Conversion  
 
f.  Complimentary not contradictory. 

 Although Luke’s perspective of the Spirit differs from 
Paul’s perspective, it does not necessarily mean that 
Luke contradicts Paul but rather they compliment each 
other. 



THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY 
SPIRIT 

A PENTECOSTAL DOCTRINE 



SEVENTH FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH OF AG:  The 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit (AG website) 

•  All believers are entitled to and should ardently 
expect, and should earnestly seek the promise of 
the Father, the baptism in the Holy Spirit and fire 

according to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
This was the normal experience of all in the early 
Christian Church. With it comes the enduement of 
power for life and service, the bestowment of the 

gifts and their uses in the work of the ministry  
(Lk 24:49; Ac 1:4, 8; 1Cor 12:1-31).  



SEVENTH FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH OF AG:  The 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit  (AG website) 

•  This experience is distinct from and subsequent to 
the experience of the new birth (Ac 8:12 -17; 10:44 -46; 
11:14 -16; 15:7-9). With the Baptism in the Holy Spirit 

come such experiences as an overflowing fullness 
of the Spirit (Jn 7:37 -39; Ac 4:8), a deepened reverence 

for God (Ac 2:43 ; Heb. 12:28 ), an intensified 
consecration to God and dedication to His work (Ac 

2:42 ), and a more active love for Christ, for His 
Word, and for the lost (Mk 16:20 ). 

 



EIGHTH FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH OF AG:   
The Evidence of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit  

•  The baptism of believers in the Holy Spirit is 
witnessed by the initial physical sign of speaking 

with other tongues as the Spirit of God gives them 
utterance (Acts 2:4). The speaking in tongues in 
this instance is the same in essence as the gift of 

tongues (1Cor 12:4-10, 28), but different in 
purpose and use. 



3.4  The Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
a.  Acts 2: 

 A fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy and Jesus’ words in 
Jn 14-16. But this was not a one time fulfilment. It 
was repeated at least four times in Acts (Acts 8, 10, 9, 
19). It stands to be repeated again even today. So 
contrary to some Evangelicals belief that Acts 2 
was merely a booster for the church, Pentecostals 
believe that the baptism is available to believers 
today with the initial evidence of speaking in other 
tongues. 



b.  The Evidence of the Baptism 
i. Tongues seems to be the evidence in Acts. 
•  Acts 2:4, “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them.” 

•  Acts 8:18, “When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at 
the laying on of hands of the apostles…” 

•  Acts 9:17, “Brother Saul the Lord Jesus … has sent me 
so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. (1Cor 14:18, 39, “I thank God that I speak in 
tongues more than all of you … and do not forbid 
speaking in tongues. 

•  Acts 19:6, “When Paul placed his hands on them the 
Holy Spirit came on them and they spoke in tongues and 
prophesied.” 



ii.  Tongues seem to be the evidence today. 
 Most Pentecostal believers speak in tongues 
today and probably they will attribute it to the day 
they were baptised in the Spirit. They were prayed 
for or they were waiting in prayer and the Spirit 
came upon them and they spoke in tongues. 
Some immediately while others gradually. Were 
they wrong when they spoke in tongues? Or is 
speaking in tongues wrong? If yes, then million of 
Pentecostal believers are wrong. 



iii.  Pentecostals claimed that their stand on tongues as evidence is 
more biblical than the non-Pentecostals who base their position 
more on their personal experience than biblical exegesis. 

iv.  What ‘tongues’? 
•  Pentecostals make the distinction between ‘gift of tongues’ and 

‘evidential tongues.’ 
•  To the Pentecostals, a believer can be anointed with the gift of 

tongues to give an utterance in tongues without being baptised 
in the Holy Spirit. This is spontaneous and led by the Spirit. 
Whereas the evidential tongues or devotional tongues is 
controlled by the believer. 

•  Both the gifts of tongues and evidential tongues can be uttered 
in a known and unknown language. Hence when a believer is 
baptised in the Spirit, he may speak either in a known or 
unknown tongue. 



Meaning of ‘Tongues’ 
1.  The phrase “speaking in tongues’ indicates speaking 

in a language that is unknown to the speaker. 
Tongues may be either earthly or heavenly. (Acts 2:11; 
1Cor 13:1; 14:2, 14-16) 

2.  Tongues are the initial physical sign that someone is 
being filled with the Holy Spirit. As the initial sign, they 
indicate spiritual empowerment. Prayer and praise 
accompany tongues, the sign of Spirit baptism. (Acts 
2:4; 10:46; 19:6) 

3.  Tongues are a form of prophetic language inspired 
and enabled by the Holy Spirit. 



c.  The Doctrine of Subsequence. 
Generally Pentecostals believe in two baptisms –  
baptism of conversion and baptism in the Spirit. 
 
•  Baptism of conversion –Received Jesus as Lord and 

Saviour, Baptised into the body of Christ. 
•  Baptism in the Holy Spirit – Separate and 

subsequent to conversion. But sometimes it can 
take place simultaneously with conversion. The 
pattern in Acts seems to indicate this. 



Examples: 
i.  In Acts 2:1-4 - Pentecost 

 The disciples were already believers. In John 20:22, 
Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit into the disciples. 
They were later baptised in the Holy Spirit. 

ii.  In Acts 8:4-25 – The Converts at Samaria 
 Acts 8:14 indicates that the Samaritans have 
received the word of God, they became believers. 
Later Peter in Acts 8:17 prayed for them to receive 
the Holy Spirit and they were filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 



iii. In Acts 9:1-9 – Paul’s Experience 
 Paul seems to have been converted on the road to 
Damascus. Ananias was sent of God to pray for him to 
receive his sight and the Holy Spirit. 

iv. In Acts 10-11 – Cornelius’ Household 
 Cornelius was a godly man and he and his household were 
baptised in the Holy Spirit as Peter was preaching to them. 
Later they were baptised into the name of Jesus (referring 
to water baptism). 

v.  In Acts 19:1-7 – The Disciples at Ephesus  
 There the Ephesian elders were only baptised in John’s 
baptism. Paul baptised them into the name of Jesus (water 
baptism) and later prayed for them to receive the Holy Spirit. 
All three important elements are demonstrated in Acts 19: 2 

 
CONVERSION – WATER BAPTISM – SPIRIT BAPTISM 



3.5  Luke’s Pneumatology is relation to 
missions 

a.  Inaugurations of Jesus’ and the apostles’ missions 
– Jesus and the anointing of the Holy Spirit (Lk 4:18-19) 
– Disciples and the Baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8) 

b.  Examples of vocational dimensions of Luke’s pneumatology 
– Led into the wilderness (Lk 4:1) 
– Peter’s sermon (Acts 2:14) 
– Philip’s instruction to preach to the Ethiopian (Acts 8:29) 
– Peter and Cornelius’s vision (Acts 10:19) 
– First and Second Missionary Journeys (Acts 13, 16) 
– Paul’s Imprisonment and ministry in Rome (Acts 20) 
– Power Evangelism (Acts 20:22; 28:31) 
– Spiritual Gifts and ministry apostles  
– Visions, dreams and prophecy 



The Dynamics of the 
Spirit in the Letters 

of Paul 



 4.  The Spirit in the Life & Letters of Paul 
(Pauline) 

4.1 Introduction 
 In the Pauline letters we have the fuller treatment of the 
Spirit and his work in the New Testament. In these letters ‘we 
find a richer conception and deeper exploration of the nature 
of the Spirit, of its activity, and of its inherent connection with 
Jesus Christ. Partly because of his approach is theological 
rather than narrative/historical he probes more into why and 
wherefore of the things of which he writes. He is profoundly 
aware of the centrality of the work of the Spirit, which is 
woven into the whole fabric of his theology.” (Heronp44-45) 



•  The apostle associates the presence of the Spirit with spiritual power 
(1Thes 1:5); with inward joy (1Thes 1:6); with moral purity (1Thes 4:8); 
and with consecration (2Thes 2:13).  

•  As for the gift of prophecy, in spiritual gifts, he admonishes Christians 
neither to despise this gift, which would be to quench the Spirit (1Thes 
5:19), nor gullibly to accept every teaching which purports to be 
inspired of the Spirit when such is obviously not the case (2Thes 2:1-2) 

•  Certain things which Paul said about the Spirit are not clearly 
expressed elsewhere and may be looked upon as new insight. Of all 
such affirmations, perhaps the most significant is the perception that it 
is the Spirit who enables a man, in the depth of his own spirit, to call 
Jesus Lord (1Cor 12:3), a confession apart from which there can be no 
salvation (Rom 10:9). And it is the same Spirit who bears witness with 
our spirits that we are God’s children (Rom 8:26).  

•  In brief, according to Paul, without the Spirit, who dwells in a believer as 
in a temple (1Cor 3:16), one cannot be – a Christian. 



4.2  The Spirit and the Trinity 
 Paul conceives of the Spirit in such a way that all that 
God is, the Spirit is. Where the Spirit dwells, God dwells. 
As it is only the spirit of man that knows the things of a 
man, so it is only the Spirit of God that knows the things 
of God (1Cor 2:11). Yet Paul implies a distinction between 
the Spirit and God. 

 
4.3  The Spirit and the Human spirit 

 Paul’s references to the work of the Holy Spirit in man’s 
life concern not the outward man of the body, but rather 
the inner man of the spirit. When the Spirit indwells a 
man, that man manifests in his own spirit the fruits of 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, meekness, and self-control (Gal 5:22-26).  



4.4  The Spirit and the Law 

 Having received the earnest of the Spirit (2Cor 
1:22), a gift of grace, he no longer regarded the law 

as an instrument of salvation but as an external 
code of conduct (Rom 7:6, 14; Gal 5:18). Hence it 
is in opposition to each other. He who is renewed 
by the Spirit and so united to Christ by faith has 

died to the law as the way of salvation. If you are 
led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.  



4.5 The Spirit and the Church 
•  The Spirit is the bond of that catholic unity (Eph 4:3), one who animates 

the Body of Christ. By one Spirit we are all baptised into one Body and 
make to drink of the one Spirit (1Cor12:13).  

•  The gifts of the Spirit are for the edification of the church (1Cor 14:12).  
•  Christians love one another in the Spirit (Col1:8); they have fellowship 

in the Spirit (Phil 2:1); they worship God in the Spirit (Phil 3:3);  
•  The church is comprise of Christians who are built up together as a 

habitation of God in the Spirit (Eph 2:22); 
•  Thus the church becomes an epistle of Christ, written not with ink, but 

by the Spirit of the living God (2Cor 3:3).  
•  It is also the Holy Spirit who makes the gospel a transforming, 

redeeming reality in the society. 



DISCUSS & SHARE (3) 
•  What are the key teachings of Luke & 
Paul’s on the dynamics of the Holy Spirit? 

Discuss and share how some of their 
teachings on the Holy Spirit has shaped 
your understanding of Christian living & 

practice of doing ministry. What have you 
observe & learnt? 



The Dynamics of the 
Spirit in Other NT 

Epistles 



 5.   The Spirit in Other NT Letters 
5.1 Pastoral Epistles 

 More formal as they are associated with ordination & 
laying of hands (1Tim 4:14; 2Tim 1:6); inspiration of 
prophecy (2Tim 1:7; 3:16); Jesus vindicated by the Spirit; 
and regeneration (1Tim 3:16) (Titus 3:5) 

 
5.2 Hebrews 

 Confirmed the gospel with signs & wonders and gifts of 
the Spirit (2:4); inspiration of Scripture (3:7; 9:8;10:15) and 
Christ’s self offering through the Spirit (9:14) 

  



 5.   The Spirit in Other NT Letters 
5.3  James 

 Nothing except an ambiguous ref in 4:5 to human  spirit as 
breath of God (Gen 6:3; Job 33:4)  

 
5.4  Peter 

 Spirit as source of prophecy (1Pet 1:11); inspirer of  mission 
(1:12) source of strength in suffering (4:14); and inspiration of 
Scripture (2Pet 1:21) 

 
5.5 Jude 19-20 similar to Paul – believers are those who have 

the Spirit 
 
5.6 Revelation – inspiration & vision 



CONCLUSION 
1.  The Dimensions of the Activity of the Holy Spirit in the New 

Testament are salvation, sanctification and service.  
2.  The Contributions from Church History towards these 

dimensions 
 a. The Evangelicals: Salvation 
 b. The Wesleyan: Sanctification 
 c. The Pentecostal and Charismatic: Service 

 
These dimensions are interdependent and complimentary.  
It is thus vital to the health and growth of the church that 

 these three dimensions received equal emphasis. 



Application: What About You? 



QUICK REVIEW OF HOLY SPIRIT IN NT 
•  Pneuma: life, breath (blow) 
•  Jesus’ Birth: prophetic, direction 
•  His Baptism & Temptation: 

descent, presence, power over 
demons, manifestations 

•  His Ministry: empowered, filled, 
anointed, led, rejoice, power   

•  Promise of the Spirit: baptized, 
tells you what to say, wait for it, 
clothe with power 

•  His Prayer life: dependence, 
valued, boldness, abba 

•  Great Commission: baptism, 
power evangelism, com. to wait 

•  John: life-giving power, rebirth, 
anointing, worship, Paraklete  

•  Paraklete: comforter, helper, 
counselor, truth, guides, convict, 
glorify, enables, bring to 
remembrance, reveals 

•  Luke-Acts: empowerment(BHS), 
reception of Spirit with visible 
signs; abiding with the church, 
transforming power, boldness & 
leadership authority, missions 

•  Paul: conversion, indwelling, 
Christian living, being, sp. gifts 

•  Others: ordination, prophecy, 
strength, inspiration, vision 


